Crime, Public Policy, and the Criminal Justice System

Sociology 205.003

Fall 2009-07-06 Dane Smith Hall 329

MWF 12-12:50pm
Instructor: 
Jeff Nowacki

Office:

Social Sciences Building #1063

Office Hours:
W 9-11 AM or by appointment
Phone:

277-8992

E-mail:

lionhart@unm.edu

This course is designed to familiarize you with the measurement of crime and aspects of the criminal justice system.  We will spend time discussing how crime is measured, the correlates of crime (such as race, age, gender, and social class), policing, sentencing, prisons, and capital punishment.  At the end of the semester, we should have a better understanding of crime, the criminal justice system, and policies within it.
Prerequisites


Students enrolled in this course should have completed Sociology 101.

Required Reading


The following books are required for this course:

Dunham, Roger G. and Geoffrey P. Alpert.  2010.  Critical Issues in Policing: 

Contemporary Readings.  6th edition.  Long Grove, IL: Waveland Press.  

Mosher, Clayton J., Terance D. Miethe, and Dretha M. Phillips.  2002.  The 

Mismeasure of Crime.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications

Tonry, Michael.  1996.  Sentencing Matters.  

Tonry, Michael and Joan Petersilia.  1999.  Prisons.  Chicago, IL: University of 

Chicago Press.    


In addition to these books, selected articles will be placed on e-reserves.  To access these, go to http://ereserves.unm.edu and follow instructions for electronic course reserves.  The password for this course is lobo205.
Assignments

Essays.  You will be responsible for completing two short (4 page) paper assignments.  These assignments will focus on developing a clear thesis statement, using evidence from academic sources (not Wikipedia, Answers.com, or newspaper articles) to support your thesis argument, and strong sentence structure and grammar.  More information will be provided before the assignments are due.  These assignments will be given three times over the course of the semester, but you only need to do two of them.  You can either skip one altogether, or do all three and take the best two grades.  
Reading Quizzes.  From time to time, you will be tested on how well you are keeping up with the reading.  These quizzes could happen at the beginning of class (often when attendance seems low), at the end of class (often when several people leave early), or both (when many people leave after turning in the quiz).  There will be approximately 10 quizzes, worth four points each.  They will simply cover the main points of the readings, so as long as you are keeping up with the readings, you should have no problem scoring 3s and 4s on most of them.  There are no makeups for these quizzes, and if you come in late you may not be able to take it.

Exams.  There are three exams scheduled for this course, with the dates provided on the reading schedule at the end of the syllabus.  The first two exams will consist of several short answer questions with essay questions.  The final will follow the same format, however, will be a little longer.  Make-up exams will not be allowed except in the most extreme circumstances.  If you cannot attend class on exam days, you must arrange to take it early.
Grades

Exam 1


60 pts

Exam 2


80 pts

Final Exam

          100 pts

Paper 1


60 pts

Paper 2


60 pts

Reading Quizzes

40 pts

Total


          400 pts

Points



Letter Grade

392-400 A+

368-391


A

360-367


A-

352-359


B+

328-351


B

320-327


B-

312-319


C+

288-311


C

280-287


C-

272-279


D+

248-271


D

240-247


D-

239 or less


F

Other Issues

Come to class prepared.  Make sure that you have done the required reading for the day, and are ready to participate in discussions and activities.  This will only help you be more prepared for exams.

Be proactive.  If you find yourself falling behind, come talk to me early.  The longer you wait, the less I’ll be able to help you.

Please turn your cell phones off during class.  Refrain from sending text messages to your friends during class as well.  If you want to do this, you might as well not come to class at all.
Late assignments are strongly discouraged.  For each day that an assignment is late, 10% will be deducted from your score, before it is graded.  For example, if you turn in a paper two days late, and you would have received an 85%, you will now receive a 65%.  Make sure to get things in on time.

Plan to turn in assignments in hard copy form.  E-mailing your papers as attachments will only be acceptable in rare circumstances.

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.
Anyone caught cheating and/or plagiarizing will receive an automatic fail for the course, and the matter will be turned over to university officials.
Course Calendar
M: 
Mismeasure of Crime

DA: 
Critical Issues in Policing
T:
Sentencing Matters

TP:
Prisons

Week 1: Crime Measurement
August 24: Welcome and Syllabus
August 26: Measurement and Research Methods (Mosher et al., 2002: Ch. 1, 1-24) M
August 28: History of Crime Measurement (Mosher et al., 2002: Ch. 2, 25-58) M
Week 2: Crime Measurement
August 31: 
Official Records (Mosher et al., 2002: Ch. 3, 59-100) M
September 2: 
Self-Report Studies (Mosher et al., 2002:  Ch. 4, 101-134) M
September 4: 
Victimization Surveys (Mosher et al., 2002: Ch. 5, 135-170) M
Week 3: Crime Measurement
September 7: 
Labor Day
September 9: 
Crime, Measurement, and Policy (Mosher et al., 2002: Ch. 6, 171-188) M
September 11: NIBRS (Maxfield, 1999: 119-149)
Week 4: Correlates of Crime
September 14: Correlates of Crime (Hindelang et al., 1979: 995-1014)
September 16: Race/Ethnicity and Crime (Hindelang, 1978: 93-109)
September 18: Race, Class, and Crime (Tittle and Meier, 1990: 271-299)
Paper #1 Due

Week 5: Correlates of Crime
September 21: Sex Differences in Arrest Patterns (Steffensmeier and Cobb, 1981: 37-50)
September 23: Age and Distribution of Crime (Steffensmeier et al., 1989: 803-831)
September 25: Exam #1
Week 6: Policing
September 28: History of American Policing (Uchida, 2010: 17-36) DA
September 30: Police Discretionary Behavior (Brooks, 2010: 71-89) DA
October 2: 
Police Response to Persons with Mental Illness (Jennings and Hedak, 2010: 109-123) DA
Week 7: Policing
October 5: 
Police Supervisory Styles (Engel, 2003: 127-136) DA
October 7: 
Police Innovations (Stroshine, 2010: 168-180) DA
October 9: 
Culture of Police (Kappeler et al., 1998: 265-291) DA
Week 8: Policing
October 12: 
Afrocentric Perspective on Policing (Cooper, 2010: 362-386) DA
October 14: 
Women in Police Command Positions (Montejo, 2010: 387-404) DA
October 16: 
Fall Break
Week 9: Policing
October 19: 
Broken Windows (Wilson and Kelling, 1982: 406-418) DA
October 21: 
Community Policing (Cordner, 2010: 432-449) DA
October 23: 
Problem-Oriented Policing (Reitzel et al., 2010: 450-462) DA
Paper #2 Due
Week 10: Policing
October 26: 
Split-Second Syndrome (Fyfe, 1986: 466-480) DA
October 28: 
Police Use of Deadly Force (Jacobs and O’Brien, 1998: 837-862)
October 30: 
Exam #2

Week 11: Sentencing
November 2: 
Courts/Sentencing (Tonry, 1995: Ch 1, 3-24) T
November 4: 
No Class
November 6: 
No Class
Week 12: Sentencing
November 9: 
Sentencing Reform (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 2, 25-71) T
November 11: 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 3, 72-99) T
November 13: 
Intermediate Sanctions (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 4, 100-133) T
Week 13: Sentencing
November 16: 
Mandatory Penalties (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 5, 134-164) T
November 18: 
Judges and Policy (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 6, 165-173) T
November 20: 
Sentencing Reform II (Tonry, 1995: Ch. 7-8, 174-196) T
Week 14: Prisons
November 23: 
Prisons (Tonry and Petersilia, 1999: 1-16) TP
November 25: 
Prison Population Growth (Caplow and Simon.1999: 17-62) TP
November 27: 
Thanksgiving Break
Week 15: Prisons
November 30: 
Collateral Consequences of Imprisonment (Hagan and Dinovitzer, 1999: 121-162) TP
December 2: 
Film: Collateral Consequences of Imprisonment
December 4: 
Parole and Prisoner Reentry (Petersilia, 1999: 479-529) TP
Paper #3 Due
Week 16: Death Penalty/Capital Punishment
December 7: 
Death Penalty (Wolfgang and Riedel, 1973: 119-133)
December 9: 
Film: Death Penalty
December 11: 
African-American Women and the Death Penalty (Philofsky, 2008: 289-302)
Final Exam: Friday, December 18, 10am
