SOC211-002  Social Problems

Saturdays, 8-10:30a.m., Fall, 2009
Instructor: Dr. Kenrick S. Thompson, Ph.D.

E-mail: kenrickthompson@comcast.net 


             

Telephone: (505) 459-8280 (emergencies only, please)

Office hours:  before/after class and by appointment

Course Description
Topic:  This course will provide a broad introduction to the major social problems facing the United States today, while putting these problems in a global perspective, where applicable.  We will attempt to define or describe social problems, to assess their scope and severity, and to use theory, history, and contemporary social research to understand possible causes and point towards possible solutions.  We will attempt to understand the structural/macro components and implications of problems like poverty, unemployment, inequality, discrimination, and oppression, while also looking at more meso- and micro-level factors.   The role of other personal, social, and societal factors leading to and stemming from social problems will be explored.  These will include:  education, health, mental health and drug use, urban development, violence, immigration and population growth, technology, and the environment.

Sociology is the scientific study of human social behavior and human groups.  It is a foundation for any discipline or occupation that deals with human beings--and that includes almost all fields.  Basic sociology is the study of human behavior, groups, and organizations with the goal of understanding them and advancing our knowledge rather than with any immediate practical benefits in mind.  Applied sociology involves the use of sociological knowledge and research to solve some immediate problem for a client.  For example, applied sociologists might assess whether a new program works for a hospital or social service agency or the social impact of a new power-generating dam on a community.

The general goals for the student in this course are two-fold: First, students should acquire an understanding of the sociological perspective in both its basic and applied dimensions.  The term "sociological perspective" is important because it points to the fact that the discipline is more than merely those facts which have been accumulated; rather, it is a way of thinking about and viewing human behavior.  "Common sense" knowledge of human behavior often contains a great deal of accurate information but it also contains much that is erroneous--under rigorous investigation, so-called "common sense" knowledge simply turns out to be false and sometimes quite harmful.  The sociological perspective goes beyond the level of common sense knowledge by using scientifically sound procedures to understand human social behavior and group life.  This perspective involves an understanding of both how sociologists do their work--the scientific method as it is utilized in sociology--as well as the knowledge that sociologists have acquired concerning the organization of groups and society.  In short, it is hoped that students will begin to "think" like a sociologist as they move through the course.  The second general goal for students in this course is a practical one: the application of sociological principles to their everyday lives.  Throughout the course, I will be discussing the application of sociological principles to social problems in American society (although these principles can be applied to any human society).  In particular, I will focus on different American lifestyles: how we are alike, and how we differ from one another.  Because of the tremendous range of interests among students in a course like this one, it is impossible to touch on all possibilities and lifestyles.  It is the student's responsibility to apply the principles learned to areas of concern to him or herself and to bring such applications to the attention of the class when appropriate.

The specific goals for the student in this course (relevant to social problems) are:
· The process by which a social phenomenon is identified as a “problem,” and the role of government, politics, the media, and other people of influence in its definition.

· The breadth and depth of major social problems observed in modern America.

· The appropriate application of major sociological theories to social problems, including the application of Functional Theory, Conflict Theory, and Symbolic-Interactionist Theory, as well as the umbrella Ecological Theory.

· The structural, macro-level foundation of most social problems, but also the role individual or micro-level factors.

· The link between investment in social and human capital and social problems.

· Both top-down (government or institutional) and bottom-up (grass-roots or community-based) possibilities for solutions to social problems.

Note:  Sociology 101 is a pre-requisite for this course, its content the foundation upon which this course will build.  You must have successfully completed 101 or must take it concurrently in order to be eligible to enroll in SOC211 at this time.  

Student Support

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Accessibility Services at 277-3506.

Assigned Text & Reading
We will be using one required text and one highly recommended supplemental resource in this class, as shown below, available through the UNM bookstore or Amazon.com:

Required: Kornblum, W. & Julian, J. (2009).  Social Problems, 13th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall. 

Recommended: Thompson, Kenrick S. (2009). Study Guide (accompanying W. Kornblum and J. Julian’s Social Problems, 13e. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
Internet Technology
The Internet and World Wide Web are integral parts of global technology and all college/university students should avail themselves of every opportunity to learn more about these powerful tools for gaining additional knowledge.

This is NOT a graded exercise, but it is suggested that sometime during the semester, you access the Internet and activate the AllTheWeb search engine (http://www.alltheweb.com).  Type sociology in the box and click search.
The search engine will locate hundreds of home pages related to sociology.  By exploring some of these sites, you can find home pages on college programs in sociology, research institutes, papers addressing topics that have been posted on the Web, new journals, and many other interesting prospects.

By using the Internet, you will gain valuable experience, not only in terms of course content, but also in becoming more informed about modern technologies.  You owe it to yourself to be conversant with this exciting and powerful tool.  Take advantage of every opportunity to expand your technological horizon.

Course Requirements & Policies
A copy of the assigned textbook must be obtained and all assignments must be completed before each class meeting. (*** See “Assignments” – page 9)  The course is divided into increments during which certain readings have been assigned, accompanied by coordinating class presentations and discussion.  Class sessions will generally follow course readings, however, it should be understood that some materials presented will not appear in the readings and given topics addressed in the assigned course materials will not be "rehashed" during lectures and discussions.  Failure to stay abreast of the materials will result in lower quality performance.  Prior to every class session, the opportunity to ask questions will be provided; during these time periods, you are encouraged to raise pertinent issues or ask that relevant materials be clarified.

Sociology is the study of what IS, not what ought to be.  Much of the content in this course is controversial and involves powerful human emotion and divergent points of view.  During class discussions, we will be examining various issues using these different points of view.  You are NOT expected to alter your own personal stance: The educated person is knowledgeable of the world at large, but does not necessarily share any particular set of values or beliefs.

Students are expected to arrive in class ON TIME.  Persistent tardiness will result in appropriate reprimands from the Professor.  Students are expected to REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM until the period is concluded.  Early departures will NOT be tolerated for any reason other than an unavoidable emergency.  Having to go to work, various appointments, and the like are NOT emergencies.   Make appropriate changes in your personal schedule as necessary to meet this requirement.

Attentiveness and class participation are extremely important; your overall performance will be greatly enhanced by paying attention and becoming involved in class discussions.  Casual chatting during class presentations interferes with everyone's concentration and will NOT be tolerated. 

All examinations are to be taken at the scheduled times and make-ups will be permitted only in extreme cases (e.g.'s: illness, death in immediate family); documentation is required. *** If you find it necessary to miss an examination, it is YOUR responsibility to: 1.) obtain suitable documentation for your absence; 2.) submit the documentation to me for approval; 3.) make arrangements for your make-up examination.  All make-up examinations will be administered during the time period scheduled for the final examination. ***

Students' grades in this course will be determined by the total number of points that are accumulated during the semester.  Examination dates are indicated on the assignment sheet.

Term Paper (see page 8)




100 points
Due Date: November 14th
(2) Terminology-Based Quizzes:
100 points

(each exam has 25 questions)

See “Assignments” – pp.9-10  for dates

Mid-Term Examination:
100 points

(50 multiple-choice questions)

See “Assignments” – pp. 9-10  for dates

Comprehensive Final Examination:

200 points

(50 multiple-choice questions)

See “Assignments” – p. 10  for date
GRAND TOTAL:





500 POINTS
Grading is performed using a straight scale (unless class performance demands a curved distribution) and letter grades will be assigned using the following strategy:

90 - 100% = A

80 -  89% = B

70 -  79% = C

60 -  69% = D

below 60% = F

Understanding Your Grade In The Course

Your final, letter grade depends on: your examination scores on two (2) terminology-based quizzes; your score in the midterm; your score on the term paper; and your score on the final examination. Here are a few additional tips concerning your grade:

ATTENDING CLASS

Numerous investigations have shown that there is a direct correlation between student attendance and class performance.  Class presentations are designed to help you understand course material and to internalize the materials that will appear on the examinations.  These presentations and discussions will focus on the materials presented in the textbook.  Video presentations will help to highlight the terms, concepts, and theory involved with the course.

TERMINOLOGY

Any introductory-level course involves terminology that is specific to the discipline involved.  Contrary to popular belief, the terminology you will encounter in this course is rarely jargon and most of the terms and concepts we will discuss may be found in any comprehensive dictionary of the English language.  During our class meetings and in your readings, many new terms and concepts will be introduced.  In your textbook, most of this terminology appears in bold-faced print and is also included in a list of key terms at the conclusion of each chapter.  In class, many of these terms will be highlighted during our discussions.  The terminology-based quizzes will emphasize these terms and concepts.  Each question on these quizzes will present the definition or description of the term or concept and your task will be to identify the term or concept that applies.  Many of the multiple-choice questions that appear on the midterm and final examination focus on the terms and concepts presented in the text and during class meetings.

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

It is extremely important that you understand and develop a working knowledge of the theoretical perspectives that are presented in the opening chapters of the textbook.  We will be spending quite a bit of time discussing these perspectives during our class meetings.  There will be examination questions that deal with these perspectives and you will be tasked with applying these theoretical models in writing your term paper.  Theory may sound frightening and hard to understand, but for our purposes in this course, it is merely a tool for organizing your thinking around the subject matter and understanding the materials that will be presented.

BOXED INSERTS IN THE TEXT

In each chapter of the textbook, a number of boxed inserts or special features appear that highlight the issues presented.  Some of these features deal with theory; others focus on actual fieldwork or research findings; while still others focus on social policy concerns.  These installments are designed to help you develop a feel for the materials presented.  

TERM PAPER

The term paper constitutes one-fifth of your course letter grade.  The syllabus contains a detailed description of the assignment.  Perhaps the most important criterion for writing a good term paper is a willingness to devote the necessary time to the assignment.  Do not make the mistake of waiting until shortly before the due date to complete this assignment.  The best term papers are those that are carefully thought through, outlined, and revised over a period of time, with this process beginning very early in the semester.  I encourage you to discuss your topic/approach with me and I will be happy to respond to your questions.

THE STUDY GUIDE
The author of the (recommended) Study Guide for this course is your professor.  Please note that your professor was compensated for this effort in one lump sum, and HE DOES NOT BENEFIT from sales to students.  It is the student’s decision whether to obtain a copy of the study guide. The study guide is not designed to substitute for carefully reading the text and reviewing your course notes.   
SPENDING THE TIME

Unfortunately, some students believe they can do well in their courses without devoting much time to their studies.  Many college students have made this mistaken assumption and failed to make the grade.  The general rule of thumb is two hours should be spent out of class each week for each hour of course credit.  Example: a student will devote 6 hours of out-of-class study time each week for a 3-credit course.  Some students will need to spend more time in order to do well.  It is an exceptional student indeed who is able to devote less time and do superior work.  The sample formula just presented is only a guideline.  YOU are the best judge of how much study-time YOU need.

REMEMBER: Each of us has an obligation.  Mine is to enlighten and inform.  Yours is to gain knowledge and, in this course, to learn more about sociology and the discipline's perspective.  I will do my best to nourish your efforts and I expect no less from you.  Together, we will benefit from this experience.

GOOD LUCK IN YOUR STUDIES!


TERM PAPER
One of your assignments this semester is to write a brief (2-3 pages, double-spaced, typewritten) paper that will exercise your writing skills and test your working knowledge of the three theoretical perspectives that we have discussed in this course (functionalism, conflict, and interactionism).

It is expected that you will submit the paper on November 14th.  The score (100 points possible) that you earn on this assignment will count 1/5th of your final grade.  LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL DRAW A PENALTY of one full letter grade for each day late (with the exception of emergency absences, in which case suitable documentation will be required).

***NOTE: PAGINATE AND STAPLE YOUR PAPER UPON SUBMISSION***
THE WRITING ASSIGNMENT:
1.
Select a topic that has sociological relevance and also reflects something personally problematic in your own life.  For example, you might focus on some element of your own early-childhood socialization, or you might concentrate on how the groups to which you currently belong are influencing your values and your behavior; or you could think of a deviant status that you have occupied at one point in your life (Remember that “deviant” refers to disvalued behavior and does NOT necessarily mean “criminal.”  For example, being overweight in our society is regarded as socially disvalued.)  You may wish to examine the Table of Contents in your textbook in choosing a topic.  Possible topics will be discussed during the first week of class.

2.
Apply each of the three theoretical perspectives in analyzing the topic you have chosen.  For example, suppose you decided to focus on some element of your early socialization: How did your experiences affect the rest of your life (functionalism)?  How did other people’s power and authority affect how you were socialized; what was coercive about your socialization (conflict)?  How did your early socialization affect your self-concept; how did your experiences mold who you are today (interactionism)?  Additional examples of how you might apply the theoretical perspectives will be provided during the first week of class.


ASSIGNMENTS
CLASS MEETING:


EXAMINATIONS


READINGS
August 29








Chapter 1










Sociological 










Perspectives 









on Social Problems
September 5







Chapter 2 










and 3
Health and Health 









Care/Mental 










Illness
September 12
Chapter 4
Alcohol and Other 









Drugs
September 19

Quiz # 1





(Chs. 1-4)




Chapter 5
Crime and Violence
September 26
Chapter 6
Poverty Amid 









Affluence
October 3
Chapter 7
Racism, Prejudice, 









and Discrimination
October 10


 


Chapter 8
Gender and 










Sexuality
October 17


Mid-Term





(Chs. 1-8)




Chapter 9
An Aging Society
October 24








Chapter 10









The Changing 









Family
October 31








Chapter 11









Education
November 7








Chapter 12
Work and Economy
November 14 

Quiz # 2




(Chs. 9-12)
 



Chapter 13 TERM PAPERS DUE



Urban Problems
November 21

Chapter 14
Population and 









Immigration
NO CLASS NOVEMBER 28TH – THANKSGIVING RECESS

December 5







Chapter 15
Technology and the 








Environment

December 12


 

Chapter 16
War and Global 









Insecurity
December 19

FINAL EXAMINATION
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!
1

