Deviant Behavior
Soc. 213-001
Fall 2009

Instructor:  Dr. Diana J. Torrez                         Office :  Social Science 1098
Phone Number:  277-8317


Office Hours:  T R 11:00-12:00.
E-mail: dtorrrez7@unm.edu
                        ClassRoom – Educ. 105

Deviance:

“Deviance” has many different definitions and we will examine these during the course.  We will begin with a focus on deviance as difference, and how this difference plays out in our society.  The purpose of the class is to critically examine issues relating to deviance: how it is defined and who determines the definitions; how these definitions change and how; which social groups are most likely to be defined as deviant; and what conditions of modern society might contribute to deviant behavior.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To provide the student with an extensive overview of social deviance and theories of social deviance.
2. To provide the student with a general knowledge of the major forms of deviance in American Society.
3. To develop mature and scientific attitudes and methodology in students relevant to the subject.
 REQUIRED READING:
Thio, Alex.  Deviant Behavior.  Pearson.  10th  Edition .  2010.  Allyn & Bacon
Optional Readings:

Thio, Alex,  Readings Deviant Behavior,  2010.  Allyn & Bacon
Exams:  There  will be 5 multiple-choice exams in this course. Each exam will be approximately 50 questions.  Students may choose to take all 5 exams and drop the lowest exam.  However, if students miss an exam, there will be no makeup, as this will be the exam that will be dropped. Each exam is worth 20 % of the grade.  Exam dates can be found in the syllabus  Please bring a scantron and a number 2 pencil to the cam
Book Report:
(4) Book Report (15%)
Choose a book that it is about a deviant behavior.  The book may be either fiction or nonfiction.  The book you select must be approved by the instructor. See the course schedule at the end of this syllabus for due dates for book approval as well as the book report. Failure to get the instructor's approval for the selected book may result in zero credit for the assignment. 

Prepare a typewritten, double-spaced, 4 page (number the pages) paper (along with a title page containing your name, author(s) name(s), book title, the year of publication, publisher, and ISBN number). A "page" is considered to be 250 words, not counting a, and, the, and other small words. The book report should contain three sections that respond to the questions noted below:

I. Introduction

         What is the book about?

II. Body of Report

     What is the nature of the deviant behavior which is discussed in the book? Discuss the history or evolution of this behavior.  Has it always been classified as “deviant”? If so has the degree of deviance changed over time?  If your book examines a particular group or time period in a particular society, present an analysis of the experience of the evolution of this deviant behavior. Include the role of race, gender or class in the process of the behavior being defined as deviant.
         How does the book relate to material presented in the text? Does the book support or contradict theories and concepts presented in the lectures and the text (be specific, cite pages)?

III. Conclusion

         What did you think about the book?

         How does the book add to your understanding of Deviant Behavior and the process of label a behavior as deviant?
         How, if at all, has this book altered your attitude or feelings about this “deviant” behavior in our society?
         What, if any, insights or knowledge did you gain from the book?

Evaluation Criteria

The book report will be evaluated using two criteria:

1. Scholarship: 

Does the report show you read the book and understood what you read? You must provide evidence that you learned something about the Sociology of New Mexico. 
2. Mechanics: 

Does the report reflect effective written communication skills? That is, is the paper well written? Is it written in complete, clear sentences? Has your paper been proofread for typographical errors? 

GRADING:

5 Exams …………………………………………..…………= 80%

Book report……. ………………………………………… =  15%

Class Work (in-class discussion groups,

assignments, participation, etc)………………… =  5% 

Total Possible ……..…………………………………… =100 %

Exams will be multiple choice exams.  Please bring a scantron and a number 2 pencil to the exam.  If you take all of the exams, you are allowed to drop your lowest exam score.  If you miss an exam, you will drop that score. 

Student Support

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.
The syllabus reading list ( dates), exams and assignments  are subject to change.  Instructor will advise students of any changes during lectures in the week prior to the subject or assignment.

READING ASSIGNMENTS

 Week 1     

August 25--Introduction & Syllabus

August 27- Chapter 1-What is Deviant Behavior?

Thio  Chapter 1


Optional Thio Readings 1 & 2

Week 2 
Sept. 1 and 3  POSITIVIST THEORIES

Thio: Ch. 2  
           Optional:  Thio Readings 3 - 6
Week 3
Sept. 8 &10 CONSTRUCTIONIST THEORIES


Thio: Ch. 3 Constructionist Theories



Optional: Thio Readngs 7 - 10
Week 4

September 15- Exam I
 September 17--  Physical Violence


Thio Ch. 4-- Physical Violence 


 Optional Thio Readings 11-14
Week 5
Sept. 22 &  24 -  Rape & Child Molestation


Thio Ch. 5  Rape and Child Molestation


     Optional:  Thio Readings 15-16
Week 6

 Sept. 29 & Oct. 1 – Family violence


Thio, Chapter 6-  Family Violence


Optional: Thio Readings  17 – 18
Week 7

October  6 -  EXAM #2

October 8 – Suicide

     Thio  Ch.  7  
Week 8 


October 13 -  Suicide  (cont.)

Optional Thio—Readings 19-22
     OCTOBER 15 -  FALL BREAK
 
Week 9

October 20 & 22 – Heterosexual Deviance
       Thio Chapter  9
    Optional   Thio Readings 27-30
Week 10

 October 27 & 29 – Gay and Other Victims of Stigma
     Thio- Chapter 10
      Optional Thio  Readings 23-26 

Week 11

 Nov 3   Catch up And Review
Nov 5     Exam 3

Week 12      
    Nov 10 -Drug Use
    Thio       Chapter  11

Book Report Due -  November 10

Week 13

Nov. 17  Drinking and Alcoholism
            Thio – Chapter  12

Optional Thio Readings 31-34

Week 14

November 24-  Exam # 4
November 26 – Thanksgiving Break
Week 15
December 1  & 3–Privileged  Deviance
         Thio – Chapter 14

          Optional Thio Readings 39-42

December 3 -  UnderPrivileged Deviance

        Thio Chapter 14 
        Optional Thio Readings 43-46  
Week 16
            December 8 – Internet Deviance and Conclusion
           
Thio _Chapter 15



Optional  Thio Readings  35 38

December 17   10:00 – 12:00  EXAM #5  
