DEVIANT BEHAVIOR 213.003

Fall 2009

M/W/F 2-2:50, Econ 1002

Instructor: Dr.Niame Adele






Office 1065 Sociology

OH: T/H 11-12:15, W 3-3:45






Phone: 277.8990 

email: niame@unm.edu








Description

Deviant behavior is a core course in the criminology series, but is central to sociological scholarship in general.  All societies face the challenge of channeling their members’ diverse needs and desires into predictable, orderly patterns of social organization.  To promote social order, societies establish norms, values, and role expectations that set guidelines for “appropriate” behavior, and develop social control mechanisms to insure that people conform to these guidelines.  Behaviors that are considered appropriate or inappropriate vary across different cultures and over time within societies.  The diversity of American society and the rapid changes of the current age both contribute to the complexities involved in an examination of normativity and deviance.  The first part of this course will look at the basics of deviance and theories that attempt to explain it.  The middle of the course will look at types of deviance.  The last part of the course will look at how deviance applies to American society and the macrosociological trends that inform our world view.

Email and electronic devices protocol

I use the UNM class lists to communicate with my classes.  Be sure you have activated your UNM email account and if you use another account, have the UNM mail sent or linked to it.  Do not ask me to use a different account for you personally.  When you use email to communicate with me, be sure you are not asking a question that is answered on the syllabus—available from the sociology department’s site under course syllabi.  Limit your use of email communication to easily resolvable issues or to set up an appointment to meet personally.  I suggest you make contact with other students in the class in order to get simple procedural questions answered.

I do not allow electronics to be used in the classroom.  This means all cell phones need to be turned off before class, no texting or gaming, and no recording is allowed (unless you have a directive from student services that you need this assistance), and laptops may only be used for our course.  

Special needs  


Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Accessibility Service Center at (505) 277-3506.

Required Texts

Thio, Alex 2010. Deviant Behavior, 10th Edition, Allyn & Bacon, with Mysearchlab from Pearsonhighered.com

Derber, Charles 2004. The Wilding of America: Money, Mayhem, and the New American Dream, 4th Edition

You may explore the e-reserve site for this course—password lobo213—but these readings are not required.

Your Thio text comes with access to an online research website, called MySearchLab, which you will use for special assignments.  This site provides direct search options, plus links to many other article sites.

ATTENDANCE will be taken in the early weeks to determine who isn’t coming to class and to help me get to know you.  After that, you can be dropped for excessive absences and absences will show on your grade because of in-class assignments missed.  Attendance is required by the university.  Please make arrangements with me if you develop a condition or situation requiring extended absences.  Work conflicts are not included

GRADING

All materials presented or assigned in class are valid for testing.  I design my grading on a 100 point system, so you can calculate your grade in the class at any time.  All in-class work requires you be present—no make-ups.  There will be no extra credit.  

Group work—you will be given in-class group assignments related to readings and class topics.  These will count for credit, but not be graded so you must be present and participate with a group for this credit.  Worth 20% of total grade.

Research assignments—there will be several of these assignments during the term.  From mysearchlab, you will find an article on the topic assigned and are to fill out a reading form (from e-reserves), be prepared to talk about what you found and to turn in your reading form.  Bring the article with you on the due date and keep your articles in a folder. I will collect these folders near the end of the term.

It is important to find academic articles for these assignments and not just a quick online search (Google Scholar is OK).  If you know how to use the University's library searches, you may use that source as an alternative.  These assignments are noted on the syllabus with a # sign and a due date.  Worth 40% of total grade.

Exams—there will be a total of 3 in-class exams.  You will take your best 2 scores toward your total.  There will be no exam make-ups.  If you are happy with your scores on the first two exams, you do not need to take the last exam.  Keep in mind, however, that you need to keep coming to class for in-class assignments.  Each exam will be worth 20% for a total of 40%.

I will set up a WebCT page for this course for posting exam and group grades.

In order to pass on the pass/fail, CR/NC grading option you must make a C or better.

SCHEDULE

Week


Topic





Reading

1) Aug. 24, 26, 28 
Syllabus, “Chocolat”


Thio Chapter 1









Set up your mysearchlab account

2) Aug. 31, Sept. 2, 4
Concepts and theories


Thio Chs. 2, 3









# search deviance or crime and theory—due Sept. 11

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY, SEPT. 7

3) Sept. 9, 11

Complete theories


# Assignment due

4) Sept. 14, 16, 18
Research, “Kinsey”


# search deviance or crime and research—due Sept. 21

5) Sept. 21, 23, 25
Researching deviance/crime

# Assignment due

SEPT 25

EXAM # 1




6) Sept. 28, 30, Oct. 2
Extreme Deviance/violence

Thio Chapter 4













# search any combination interpersonal violence, domestic









violence, rape, child abuse, family violence, etc—due Oct. 9

7) Oct. 5, 7, 9

Domestic and sexual violence

Thio Chs. 5, 6













# Assignment due

8) Oct. 12, 14

Self-Destructive deviance


Thio, Chs. 7, 8









# search any topics from 7 & 8—due Oct. 19

FALL BREAK, OCT. 15-17

9) Oct. 19, 21, 23

Lifestyles and Stigma


# Assignment due, Thio Chs. 9, 10









# search any topics from 9 & 10—due Oct. 28

10) Oct. 26, 28, 30 
Complete lifestyles and stigma

# Assignment due


OCT 30


EXAM # 2

11) Nov. 2, 4, 6

Drug and Alchohol Use 


Thio Chs. 11, 12









# search addiction, drugs, substance abuse etc—due Nov. 9

12) Nov. 9, 11, 13
American Culture



Derber, Chs. 1-3 , Thio Chapter 15









# search for either week 12 or week 13—due Nov.23

13) Nov. 16, 18, 20
Deviance and the Powerful

Derber, chs 4, 5, Thio Chapter 13


14) Nov. 23

No class meeting Nov. 25


# Assignment due, Nov. 23

THANKSGIVING BREAK, NOV. 26-29

15) Nov. 30, Dec. 2, 4
Inequalities, “The Corporation”

Derber, Chs. 7, 8, Thio Chapter 14









 # turn in Assignment folders any time this week


16) Dec. 7, 9, 11

Complete Course



Return folders

DEC 11


EXAM # 3

