
Sociology  213:004
DEVIANCE
Fall 2009
University of New Mexico: Department of Sociology

Meets T Th  9:30-10:45  HUM 108

CRN 12346   

Instructor: Karen McCue Ph.D.



 Phone:  277 8990      

E-mail: kmccue@unm.edu         



Office: SSCI 1065                                                                                             

Office Hours: T 12:30-1:30 pm and by appointment

Graduate Assistant: Tom Hunsaker   e-mail:  bth@unm.edu    Phone: 277 0471
INTRODUCTION:

“Deviance” has many different definitions and we will examine these during the course.  We will begin with a focus on deviance as difference, and how this difference plays out in our society.  The purpose of the class is to critically examine issues relating to deviance: how it is defined and who determines the definitions; how these definitions change and how; which social groups are most likely to be defined as deviant; and what conditions of modern society might contribute to deviant behavior.  Relevant films will be shown.  Discussion is part of the class.  Our goal is to present an atmosphere of tolerance and respect in which a variety of points of view can be expressed.

REQUIRED READING:
Thio, Alex.  Deviant Behavior.  Pearson.  10th Edition.  2010.
Derber, Charles.  2006.  The Wilding of America.  NY,NY: Worth Publishers.  4th Edition.

Notes and Readings will be posted on our S 213 e-reserves.  Your password is “lobo 213”

These readings will be indicated by “ER:”  Additional readings may be assigned during the term.
http://ereserves.unm.edu/eres/courses.aspx?return=toolkit.aspx&page=pm&cid=677

GRADING:

4 Exams …………………………………………..………   =   80%

Film Assignment ………………………………………….. =   10%

Library Research Assignment…………………………….=     2%

Class Work (in-class discussion groups,

    assignments, participation, etc)…………………….… =     8% 

Total Possible ……..……………………………………… = 100%

EXAMS 80%
Exams will be primarily multiple choice.  You must take Exam #1. If you miss it, you will have 1 week to make it up and must have a University approved excuse.  Please contact our GA for a makeup exam.  If you take all 4 exams, you are allowed to drop your lowest exam score.  If you miss an exam other than the first, you will drop that score, but must take the final exam.  If you take the first 3 exams you may choose not to take the final.    
 FILM ASSIGNMENT 10%
Choose a film.  Read the chapter or sections in your texts relevant to your film.  

Films:

Note: most of these films fit into more than one category, so you may want to read all sections that pertain to the film

One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest, V for Vendetta, Bowling for Columbine, The Green Mile, City of God, Carlito’s Way, Sicko

Gender Issues: Girls Don’t Cry, Philadelphia Story, My Private Idaho, But I’m A Cheerleader, The Human Stain, Normal, Broke-Back Mountain, Transgender, The Bird Cage, Fire

Criminal Deviance: Chicago, Gangs of New York, Blood In, Blood Out, Crash, Dead Man Walking, Trainspotting,  Blood Diamonds (very nice discussion after the film), The Godfather, Boondock Saints,

Race Issues: American History X, Enemy Mine 

White Collar Crime & Deviance: Other People’s Money, Wallstreet, Roger and Me, The Firm, The Corporation

Drugs, Alcoholism:  Angela’s Ashes, Leaving Las Vegas, Salton Sea
Etc.  Hotel Ruwanda, No End In Sight, Stop Loss, Soylent Green, Metropolis, Last King of Scotland, Recount, Syriana, Sicko
6 pages, double-spaced, 12 point Arial

1st : Why did you choose this film?  Summarize the film’s content.

2nd: Compare & contrast it with the information from class and your text.

       Does the film reflect the readings and materials we have covered in your 

       text?  Why or why not?

      Analyze your film according to a perspective: positivist or constructionist.

      Analyze it according to one or more of the theories we have studied.

      Example – the Godfather lends itself very well to anomie-strain theory.

3rd: What are your thoughts, critical thinking, compare the film and your texts to what you see in your “real life” experiences. 

Or, if there is an issue in the film that concerns you, devise a program to address it. 

Or: if there has been a program that has addressed the issue, describe it in detail and list your 
references.

Also: keep a copy for yourself 
LIBRARY RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT 2%
Find an area of Deviance that interests you from your text book.  3 pages total, a page for each article and a 1 page bibliography


Refer to the specific chapter.


Find: two peer-reviewed research articles from the sociology databases.


For each article, write:

1. the area of deviance your articles relate to

2. why does this area interest you?

3. summarize each article

4. does it make sense to you? Why or why not? 

5. 1 page bibliography: cite each article completely

Format for cites for bibliography:

Erlanger, Howard S. 1974. “The Empirical Status of the Subculture of Violence Thesis.” Social 
    Problems, 22: 280-292.

Turn in 3 pages, double-spaced, Arial 12 point.  Stapled, not in a folder.

CLASS WORK 8%

This will consist of additional small assignments and in-class group discussions.
RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONDUCT
You will be responsible for lectures, text material, the films shown in class and for any material presented.  You will need a UNM e-mail account.  It is your responsibility to arrive at class on time or early. You will be responsible for getting the notes for any classes you may have to miss.  This class will be run according to the code of conduct established by the University.  Any student who is intentionally disruptive will be asked to leave for the remainder of that class period.  Any student who has been asked to leave twice will be dropped from the class. Disruptive behavior includes but is not limited to the following:  being repeatedly late; leaving early without prior permission; talking or otherwise disturbing class discussions; leaving the room during video presentation.  You are expected to show respect to yourself, other students, your instructor and your teaching assistant.  Class discussion is encouraged and please frame your questions with respect.  If a video or discussion topic brings up emotional issue for you, you may leave and talk with me after class for an alternative assignment.  

DISABILITIES:  A student, who because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at 277-3500.

Note:  If you have weather etc. concerns. call 277 SNOW to check if the campus is open
However, you must use your own judgment as to the safety of your local conditions
S 213 Fall 2009           ASSIGNMENTS
               (assignments are subject to change)(additional readings will be assigned throughout 
              the term and will be available on E-Reserves (ER)
Week 1  DEFINING AND RESEARCHING DEVIANCE
Aug 25  Introduction and Syllabus

Aug 27  Thio Ch 1 What is Deviant Behavior?
Week 2  DEFINING AND RESEARCHING DEVIANCE cont.  

Sept 1 Ch. 1 cont.


EReserves (ER): Pleasures and Perils in Deviance Research 
Sept 3  Library Research Session

(Read guidelines for this assignment on your syllabus)


Zimmerman Library B 30 Basement with Mark Emmons


Do Tutorial before session: http://elibrary.unm.edu/tutorials/General/Home.php

Through UNM: UNM University Libraries > Library Research Tutorial
Week 3  POSITIVIST THEORIES

Sept 8  Thio Ch. 2 Positivist Theories
.
ER: (E Reserves) Code of the Streets
Sept 10 Ch. 2 cont. 

Sept 10 Library Research Assignment Due 
Week 4 CONSTRUCTIONIST THEORIES
Sept 15 Thio Ch 3 Constructionist Theories

ER: Convicted Rapists’ Vocabulary of Motive


ER: The Cochon and the Hombre
Sept 17 Ch. 3 cont.
SUBJECTS OF STUDY 

Week 5 Interpersonal Violence
Sept 22 & 24  Thio Ch 4 Physical Violence 

ER: Men and Violence

Thio Ch  5 Rape and Child Molestation

ER: Identity, Strategy and Feminist Politics: 

                      Clemency for Bettered Women Who Kill
ER: Pedophiles and Child Molesters
Thio Ch 6 Family Violence     

Week 6 Self-Destructive Deviance
Sept 29 Thio Ch 7 Suicide                                             

ER:  A Teen Suicide in the Family 

Thio Ch 8 Mental Disorder

ER: Being Sane in Insane Places
Oct 1 EXAM #1 Ch 1-8
S 213 Fall 2009           ASSIGNMENTS cont.

Week 7 Diverse Lifestyles
Oct 6 Thio Ch 9 Heterosexual Deviance

ER: Female Genital Mutilation
Oct 8 Thio Ch 10  Gays and Other Victims of Stigma 


ER: The Stigma of Obesity
Week 8 

Oct. 13 TBA 
Oct 15 FALL BREAK
Week 9 Substance Use and Abuse & Inequality
Oct 20 Thio Ch. 11 Drug Use

   ER: Predictors of Smoking Among College Students

Oct 22 Thio Ch 12 Drinking and Alcoholism
 
  Thio Ch 14 Underprivileged Deviance


Week 10 Cyberspace
Oct 27 Ch 15 Internet Deviance

Oct 29 EXAM #2 Ch 9-12, 14 &15 

THE WILDING OF AMERICA
Week 11
Nov 3 Ch 1 The Good Man Fills His Own Stomach 
Nov 5 Ch 2 Prisoners of the American Dream

           Ch. 3 Cheaters & Cynics 
Week 12
Nov 10 Ch 4 U.S. Business

Thio Ch 13 Privileged Deviance

Nov 12  Ch 5 Enron
Week 13
Nov 17 Ch 6 Church

Nov 19 Ch 7 Killing Society
             Ch 8 War

Week 14
Nov 24 Film Assignment Due

Nov 24 Ch 9 Katrina: The Perfect Storm
Nov 26 Thanksgiving Holiday

Week 15
Dec 1  Ch 10 Beyond Wilding: Resurrecting Civil Society
Dec 3 EXAM #3  Wilding Ch. 1-10     

Week 15

Dec 8 Review 

Dec 10  EXAM #4 Comprehensive (Last Exam)
Films Watched:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Grade Tracker:

Exam #1  ______

Exam #2  ______

Exam #3  ______

Exam #4 (Last Exam) ______

Research Assignment ____

Film Assignment _____
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