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Professor R.M. Coughlin

Fall 2009
Social Welfare Programs and Policies

Description of the Course:

The purpose of this course is to explore the development and operation of the major social welfare programs and policies of the United States, such as Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, unemployment insurance, workers' compensation, and various public assistance ("welfare") programs.  Special attention will be paid to the economic condition and political ideologies that shape the public debate and attitudes toward social programs in the United States.

The course is primarily intended for students pursuing the Social Welfare minor degree but is open to others who have met the prerequisite.  Sociology 200 is a required prerequisite for this course.  
Office Hours

Tuesday and Thursday, 12:30-1:00 pm & 3:30-4:00 pm, and by appointment, Room 1066, Social Sciences Building.

Telephone: 277-8312 (messages)

 
Email: coughlin@unm.edu or coughlin48@aol.com

Required texts

Karger and Stoesz, American Social Welfare Policy (6th edition)

Additional assigned readings are posted on e-reserves at http//:ereserves.unm.edu. The password for the course ereserves readings will be announced in class.    

Course requirements

There will be three examinations: the first will before fall break (date to be announced in class), the second after fall break (date to be announced in class), and the third the end of the semester at the time designated by the University Registrar for the final exam.  Each exam will cover the only the lectures and reading material assigned during the 5-6 week period immediately preceding the exam.  

A research assignment consisting of a critical analysis of two scholarly journal articles related to American social welfare.  Detailed instructions for the research assignment will be discussed in class and posted on ereserves.  

Two short written assignments.  Instructions for the short assignments and research project will be distributed in class and posted on ereserves.

Class attendance and participation.  Each student is allowed two unexcused absences with no penalty.  Details of this requirement will be discussed in class.  In the case of illness, family emergency, or other circumstances beyond your control, you should contact the instructor by telephone or email as soon as possible to request an excused absence.  Excused absences will not count against the final grade, but students are responsible for making up any missed work due to absence from class (whether excused or unexcused).  More than two unexcused absences from class will result in a grade penalty.  Students with six or more absences—whether excused or not—are required to meet with the instructor to assess their situation.  Either withdrawal from the course or an instructor-initiated drop are possible options for students with excessive absences.  

Important information concerning the course will be distributed by e-mail.  Communications for the course will be sent to the e-mail address assigned by the university (i.e., the address with the @unm.edu suffix).  In addition, e-mail is the best way to submit most questions concerning the course to the instructor.  Students who use another email address should have messages sent to the UNM e-mail address forwarded automatically to the e-mail address they use most frequently. 

Grading policy

The following elements will be weighted in determining final grades for the course:

Exams*


50 %

Research assignment

20 %

Short written assignments
10 %

Attendance & participation
20 %

Total



100 %
* In calculating the final grade for the course, one exam grade will be dropped as follows: (1) the grade on the first or second exam will be dropped if it is the lowest of the three exam grades; (2) the grade on the third exam will be dropped only if it is no more than one letter grade lower than the average of the first two exam grades

Schedule of Topics

The following topics will be addressed in the order listed below.
1.

Prelude: What’s happening in the 2009 debate on health care reform?


Assignment: Short reaction paper on videos shown in class (instructions on

ereserves)
2.

How the study of social welfare programs and policies

relates to sociology, social work, and other disciplines; the context of social welfare programs and policies involving civil society, economics, and political ideology

Reading: Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 1

3. 
The persisting significance of poverty in the U.S.—Definitions, trends, and implications for class, race/ethnicity, and gender


Reading: Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 4 and 5

4. 
Political ideologies—What are the important ideologies in the U.S., what do they consist of, where do they come from, and what are their implications for private


versus public provision of social welfare


Reading: Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 3, 6, and 7

Topics 1-4 are scheduled for inclusion on the first exam. The date of the first exam will be announced in class.  Be sure to check reading assignments and exam review guide posted on ereserves!

5.

Types and origins of contemporary social welfare programs and policies—

social insurance versus public assistance; cash versus in-kind benefits; targeted versus universal coverage; the special place of health care; the role of taxes


Reading: Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 9, 10, and 11

6.

Social Security—What it consists of and the nature of its “crisis”



Reading: “Understanding (and Misunderstanding) Social Security” (ereserves)

7. 
Other programs and policies—unemployment insurance, workers’ compensation, Supplemental Security Income, and housing



Reading:  Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 16

Topics 4-7 are scheduled for inclusion on the second exam. The date of the second exam will be announced in class. Be sure to check reading assignments and exam review guide posted on ereserves!

8. 
Food stamps (“SNAP”) and surplus commodity programs—the politics of food subsidies

Reading:  Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 17

Reading: “The Food Stamp Program and Welfare Reform” (ereserves)

9. 

From Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) to Temporary Assistance to

Needy Families (TANF)—more than just a name change: welfare “reform” and its impact

Reading:  “Welfare Myths and Stereotypes” (ereserves) 

Reading:   “Studies Dispute 2 Assumptions About Welfare Overhaul” (ereserves)

Reading:   “Welfare-to-Work Children Studied” (ereserves)

Assignment: Applying for public assistance in New Mexico—fill out and analyze
the application form (form and instructions on ereserves)

10. 

Conclusion:  Past, present, and future of health care reform


Reading: Karger and Stoesz, Chap. 12

Topics 8-10 are scheduled for inclusion on the third exam, The date of the third exam is TUESDAY, December 15 from 12:30-2:30 pm [Same room as class but different time]. Be sure to check reading assignments and exam review guide posted on ereserves!


Student services

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at 277-3506.
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