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ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY—SOCIOLOGY 305
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ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY COURSE SYLLABUS

We still think in terms of conquest.  We still haven’t become mature enough to think of ourselves as only a tiny part of a vast and incredible universe.  Man’s attitude toward nature is today critically important simply because we have now acquired a fateful power to alter and destroy nature.  But man is a part of nature and his war against nature is inevitably a war against himself
Rachel Carson

A thing is right only when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of biotic community.  It is wrong when it tends otherwise
Aldo Leopold

Except during the nine months before he draws his first breath, no man manages his affairs as well as a tree

George Bernard Shaw 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Environmental Sociology is the sociological analysis of nature/social relationships and the human impact upon the environment.  This impact includes individual beliefs and behaviors, technologies, systems and society. Sustainability, social well being and the relationship between society and nature will be examined.
Environmental Sociology investigates how social systems interact with ecosystems. The course emphasizes a critical social and ecological analysis of American society and global influences upon the earth.  The current paradigm (set of assumptions) regarding values, public policy and priorities in relationship to the environment will be analyzed.  They include human progress, growth, no limits, scientific uncertainty, unrestricted consumption, corporate production and scientific and technological fixes to both social and environmental issues.  Environmental Sociology draws on concepts and ways of thinking from a number of different disciplines including ecology, public health, history, philosophy and anthropology.
The environment as a sociological topic intensified in the late 1960’s and 1970’s (first Earth Day) when a significant number of Americans were growing concerned about the environment, water quality, air quality, toxic chemicals, war and nuclear power.  Sociologists responded to this change in public opinion by exploring the reasons why modern society has such destructive impacts on the environment and the modern worldwide scale of these impacts. The study of social and political movements that have arisen in response to mounting environmental problems is another major focus. Present concerns include the possible direction and compatibility or incompatibility of nature, technology, humanity, politics and health/well being.  
Environmental Sociology is an elective in the Peace Studies Program  and  Sustainability Studies Program.
I have constructed the course around four major topic areas.  1) Historical and ecological origins of the modern world, 2) History and stages of environmental movements in the United States, 3) The current state

of the environment and 4) Alternatives, new visions and activism.  
The course consists of a number of elements such as lecture, class discussion, reading class texts, written responses to an Environmental Sociology article collection, in-class group work, a midterm and final exam and a concise biographical research paper based on an individual or group chosen in conjunction with your instructor.  A number of thought provoking videos will be shown and guest speakers will provide insights regarding environmental issues and activism. A MAJOR FOCUS THIS SEMESTER WILL BE ON THE ECOLOGICAL & POLITICAL CRISES, AND THOSE WHO MADE OR ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
REQUIREMENTS
PREREQUISITE:  Sociology 101.  

TEXTBOOKS: There are three paperback books required for the class.

William Cronon, Changes in the Land:  Indians, Colonists and the Ecology of New England (Rev. 20th Ed)

Mark Reisner, Cadillac Desert:  The American West and its Disappearing Water (Rev. Ed) 

Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (40th Ed)
NOTE: All students should subscribe to the Center for Biological Diversity at www.biologicaldiversity.org  They emphasize research and legal action.  There are four important and interesting internet sites students should visit: 1) “A Dashboard for the Planet” www.worldometers.info/ , 2) www.bigpicturesmallworld.com/movies/introB.html,

3) www.grist.org/news/, 4) www.sehn.org/rpr/184.html  (Science & Env Health Network)
OPTIONAL OUTSTANDING MAGAZINES AND BOOKS FOR THOSE INTERESTED:

Magazines—Resurgence, Orion, and The Ecologist.  Books—Any book by Wendell Berry, Vandana  Shiva, David Ehrenfeld or Bill McKibben. 
WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS:  
1) I have collected a large number of selected (generally short) articles dealing with issues in Environmental Sociology.  You will be asked to choose and read one (1) article periodically and write a one page reaction/response paper.  All students handing in their reaction/response paper will receive credit (points).  No grade will be assigned!  Students will also be asked to write reaction response papers to the seven or eight  videos shown in class.  Again, every student handing in a reaction/response paper will receive credit but no grade. Twenty percent (20%) of your final grade or 80 points is based upon these submissions.
2)   Term Biography Research Paper:  Near the end of the semester you will turn in a concise final biographical research  paper with the guidance and approval of your instructor. The emphasis this semester is on biographical research  of individuals or groups that have made a positive contribution to environmental thought and action in the US or worldwide. The paper should be five to ten pages long.  Twenty Five percent (25%) of your final grade or 100 points is based upon your paper.  (See biography research ‘Format Instructions’).
MIDTERM EXAM:  Twenty five percent (25%) of your final grade or one hundred (100) points
FINAL EXAM:  Twenty five percent (25%) of your final grade or one hundred (100) points

ATTENDANCE AND DISCUSSION:  Five percent (5%) or twenty (20) points
Total number of points available:  400
ATTENDANCE NOTE:  It is expected, required and important that students attend class. Non-attendance is a major reason for poor grades and lack of student success. After missing four (4) or more classes, students are expected to drop the class.  It is also the Instructor's option to drop students for non-excused, non-attendance.  Make sure to talk to me if you have attendance problems/issues. If you are enrolled after the end of the official drop period, you will be considered a class member and will be assigned a final grade. Students are expected to arrive at class on time and not leave class early (except with permission). Students arriving significantly late will be counted as absent! Please do not be plugged in or wired in class except for note taking assistance.  My expectation is that we will be courteous and civil to one another. This is an important part of forming a learning community. 
EXAM MAKE-UP POLICY:
There are NO MAKE-UP EXAMS unless the student has notified the instructor prior to the exam with a "reasonable" excuse.

LATE REACTION PAPER POLICY:
Late reaction papers will not be accepted.  They are normally due the following day the class meets after they are assigned. PLEASE HAND IN HARD COPIES!
GRADING AND GRADING POLICY                                                                                POINTS

1. Reaction/response papers for articles and films: ..........80
   Reaction/response papers should be one 
   printed page. They will not be graded and will
   not be returned. Credit will be assigned for 
   turning them in. There is no credit for not turning them 

   in! These assignments are worth a total of 80 points.

2. Biographical Research Paper...............................100         

3. Midterm...................................................100
4. Final Exam................................................100

5. Attendance and discussion .................................20









Total =     400
NOTE:  Final Exam Schedule—Wednesday, Dec 9, 4 - 6 pm  
Although grading is mainly a function of the above, individual variation, and/or improvement will be taken into account! This may translate into extra points! 


GRADE SUMMARY              



PERCENT POINTS
A = 360 to 400 points

1. Reaction papers  20       80
B = 320 to 359 


2. Research/project 25      100
C = 280 to 319


3. Midterm          25      100


D = 240 to 279


4. Final

    25      100
F = 239 or less                  5. Attend/discuss    5       20
                                                    100      400   

Please note Student Support Services Statement:

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM and the instructor will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at 277-3506    

Holidays at UNM:
Labor Day – Monday, September 7 (NO CLASS)
Fall break- Thursday and Friday, October 15 and 16
Thanksgiving- Thursday, November 26 thru Sunday, November 29                                                                   

Schwartz, Soc 305





 
                 FOOD FOR THOUGHT
REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES
With worldwide production and consumption levels at an all time high, (the US is #1), technological societies may be moving beyond the carrying capacity and limits of nature.  Oil reserves may have passed beyond their peak availability.  Depletion of topsoil, fresh water, natural gas and the availability of industrial minerals add to the crises.  If one factors in the instability of global climate change, migration and an increasing human population, it is possible we are rapidly approaching (or exceeding) the limits of the natural world.  If this is the case and large scale technological systems propelled by the ideology of progress and globalization continue to exceed the limits of nature while seriously diminishing the environment, the modern world system will undergo a slow collapse with major readjustments!  However, this does not mean it is all inevitable.  Nevertheless, environmental events are changing the world as we know it!  (Jared Diamond’s recent book, Collapse: How societies choose to fail or succeed gives an excellent yet distressing historical perspective regarding different societies failure to respond appropriately to environmental problems and applies to current conditions)!
       Daniel Schwartz, 2006

In TheWhale and the Reactor, (1991) Professor Langdon Winner (also the author of Autonomous Techno1ogy) calls our current condition "technological somnambulism" (sleepwalking).  He goes on:   [Crises of Democracy]
The most interesting puzzle in our times is that we so willingly 

sleepwalk through the process for reconstituting the conditions of human existence…. Why is it that the philosophy of technology has never really gotten under way? Why has a culture so firmly based upon countless sophisticated instruments, techniques, and systems remained so steadfast in its reluctance to examine its own foundations?.... In the twentieth century it is usually taken for granted that the only reliable sources for improving the human condition stem from new machines, techniques, and chemicals. Even the recurring environmental and social ills that have accompanied technological advancement have rarely dented this faith….We are seldom inclined to examine, discuss, or judge pending innovations….In the technical realm we repeatedly enter into a series of social contracts, the terms of which are revealed only after the signing.

Western civilization as a whole now finds itself between dreams ... (much as during the Renaissance when) Western man found himself between two dreams: behind him the dream of a Christianized world, before him the dream of the conquest of nature. The crisis of ecology, the threat of atomic war, and the disruption of the patterns of human life by advanced technology ... have resulted in the fact that the lullaby of scientific progress, the dream of manipulating nature to suit our egoistic purposes, is ended. 
Jacob Needleman, A Sense of the Cosmos (1975)
In America and in Russia-in differing ways but often with frightening convergence-we now witness the rise of the cheerful robot, the technological idiot, the crackpot realist.  All these types embody a common ethos: rationality without reason. 





C. Wright Mills, The Causes of World War Three, (1960)
The most advanced methods of science and rational calculation in the hands of a social system that is at odds with human needs produce nothing but irrationality.

                                                                                     Harry Braverman, Labor and Monopoly Capitalism                                                                                                                 

“Half the world's tropical and temperate forests are now gone. The rate of deforestation in the tropics continues at about an acre a second, and has for decades. Half the planet's wetlands are gone. An estimated 90 percent of the large predator fish are gone, and 75 percent of marine fisheries are now overfished or fished to capacity. Almost half of the corals are gone or are seriously threatened. Species are disappearing at rates about 1,000 times faster than normal. The planet has not seen such a spasm of extinction in 65 million years, since the dinosaurs disappeared. Desertification claims a Nebraska-sized area of productive capacity each year globally. Persistent toxic chemicals can now be found by the dozens in essentially each and every one of us.
The earth's stratospheric ozone layer was severely depleted before its loss was discovered. Human activities have pushed atmospheric carbon dioxide up by more than a third and have started in earnest the most dangerous change of all -- planetary warming and climate disruption.  Everywhere, earth's ice fields are melting. Industrial processes are fixing nitrogen, making it biologically active, at a rate equal to nature's; one result is the development of hundreds of documented dead zones in the oceans due to overfertilization. Freshwater withdrawals are now over half of accessible runoff, and water shortages are multiplying here and abroad.

The United States, of course, is deeply complicit in these global trends, including our responsibility for about 30 percent of the carbon dioxide added thus far to the atmosphere. But even within the United States itself, four decades of environmental effort have not stemmed the tide of environmental decline. The country is losing 6,000 acres of open space every day, and 100,000 acres of wetlands every year. About a third of U.S. plant and animal species are threatened with extinction. Half of U.S. lakes and a third of its rivers still fail to meet the standards that by law should have been met by 1983. And we have done little to curb our wasteful energy habits or our huge population growth.

Here is one measure of the problem: All we have to do to destroy the planet's climate and biota and leave a ruined world to our children and grandchildren is to keep doing exactly what we are doing today, with no growth in human population or the world economy. Just continue to generate greenhouse gases at current rates, just continue to impoverish ecosystems and release toxic chemicals at current rates, and the world in the latter part of this century won't be fit to live in. But human activities are not holding at current levels -- they are accelerating, dramatically.

The escalating processes of climate disruption, biotic impoverishment, and toxification, which continue despite decades of warnings and earnest effort, constitute a severe indictment of the system of political economy in which we live and work. The pillars of today's capitalism, as they are now constituted, work together to produce an economic and political reality that is highly destructive environmentally; an unquestioning society-wide commitment to economic growth at any cost.

All we have to do to destroy the planet's climate and biota is to keep doing exactly what we are doing today.”
James G. Speth

Dean, School of Forestry and Environmental Studies

Yale University

Excerpted from Yale Environment, 360, 2008
Author, The Bridge at the Edge of the World, 2008
This winter they are cutting down our woods more seriously than ever…Thank God, they cannot
cut down the clouds

Henry David Thoreau, Journal, 1852
ENERGIZING AMERICA

(Excerpted from an article by Bill McKibben in Sierra Magazine, Jan/Feb, 2007, Vol.92, No.1)

…If climatologists are right that we need to bring the world’s carbon dioxide emissions at least 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050 to stabilize the climate, we’re unlikely to succeed with new equipment alone.  We need new attitudes and behaviors... 

And …you understand what fossil fuel, with all its magic, has really produced.  Not just wealth and global warming—but also a redefined human being, one far more individualistic than before.  One, in the extreme American version, who lives in a big house (twice as big as in 1950) on the far edge of a distant suburb and drives everywhere (usually alone).  One who depends very little on neighbors.  In fact, one survey found that three quarters of Americans don’t even know their next-door neighbors, a novel condition for any human being at any time in history.

Our food, for instance, doesn’t come from our neighbors anymore, but travels on average nearly 2,000 miles before it reaches our lips.  In fact, the ten cities with the highest per-capita CO2 production worldwide are all in the United States.  That’s partly because our sprawl makes public transit hard.

To get a sense of what happens when you think a little differently about who you are, consider western Europe.  There, because people believe somewhat more in community and somewhat less in individualism, they’ve been more willing to pay taxes to support thriving cities, rapid rail lines, and all the other things that draw people together instead of flinging them apart.  And the result?  The average European uses 50 percent less energy the average American.  Fifty is a big number.  It doesn’t stop global warming….but that’s before anyone has done a lick of engineering, a speck of mechanical innovation.

…Americans have begun to notice:  Farmers’ markets, for instance, are one of the fastest-growing parts of our food system, doubling in number every few years as they build community and reduce energy use.
Mean but Green

“Weapons will still kill and maim, but at least they won’t pollute, thanks to a new green guns initiative from BAE Systems, one of the world’s biggest arms manufacturers.  Concerned that the poisons in its bullets “can harm the environment and pose a risk to people”, the company has invested in lead free bullets, hybrid tanks, quieter bombs, and low-volatile-organic compound explosives, and is even composting explosive material.  As for the irony in this ecofriendly move, BAE says there is none.”
                                                     Dashka Slater in Sierra Magazine, Jan/Feb, 2007, Vol.92, No.1
All of life is interrelated.  We are all caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied to a single garment of destiny

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Published on Thursday, July 2, 2009 by The Associated Press

Extinction Looms, Study Says

by Bradley S. Klapper

GENEVA - Governments are failing to stem a rapid decline in biodiversity that is now threatening extinction for almost half the world's coral reef species, a third of amphibians, and a quarter of mammals, a leading environmental group warned today.

[image: image1.jpg]


Almost half the world's coral reef species face the threat of extinction, according to an environmental group's report. (Science) 

"Life on Earth is under serious threat,'' the International Union for Conservation of Nature said in a 155-page report that describes the past five years of a losing battle to protect species, natural habitats, and geographical regions from the devastating effects of man.

IUCN, the producer of the world's Red List of endangered animals, analyzed more than 44,000 species to test government pledges earlier this decade to halt a global loss in biodiversity by 2010.

That target will not be met, the Gland, Switzerland-based body said, describing the prospects of coral reefs as the most alarming. It also said slightly more amphibians, mammals, and birds were in peril compared with five years ago, with species most prized by humans for food or medicine as disproportionately threatened.

"Biodiversity continues to decline, and next year no one will dispute that,'' said Jean-Christophe Vie, the report's senior editor. "It's happening everywhere.''

Vie said biodiversity threats need to be highlighted and combated, even at a time when many world leaders are preoccupied by economic recession. Unlike markets and debts, extinction is an irreversible element of today's "wildlife crisis.''

He urged governments to usher in major changes to society, such as reducing energy and overall consumption, redesigning cities, and reassessing the environmental consequences of globalization - producing goods in one part of the world and sending them thousands of miles to be sold.

Vie said climate change only threatened to make the situation worse.

In Europe, "about 50 percent of species are under threat or vulnerable,'' said Barbara Helfferich, a European Union spokeswoman. "Habitats are shrinking and a lot needs to be done. We are doing a lot, but it's not enough as promised to halt biodiversity loss.'' 
                                           © 2009 The Associated Press
________________________________________________________________________________________________
There are three major reasons for the loss of biodiversity: 
1)  Chemical pollution-production of toxic substances distributed throughout the environment
2) Habitat distruction- due to human intervention and expansion
3 )Biological pollution-human introduction of non-native species
                                                                                                    Daniel Schwartz, 7/09 Environmental Sociology
WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE, FALL, 2009
ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY—SOCIOLOGY 305, Daniel Schwartz, Lecturer in Sociology
ADDITIONAL READINGS/ACTIVITIES MAY BE ASSIGNED IN CLASS 

DATES ARE TENTATIVE AND MAY CHANGE DUE TO TIME OR OTHER CONDITIONS

SPEAKING DATES FOR GUEST LECTURERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED

I.   HISTORICAL AND ECOLOGICAL ORIGINS OF THE MODERN WORLD (4 weeks)

August 24 (First day of class)
Introductions and getting to know one another.  Review of syllabus and overview of course.

EXERCISE—“Ecological Footprint”- http://sustainability.publicradio.org/consumer consequences/ 
Reading—Cronon, Changes in the Land, (Forward, Preface & Chapters 1- 4). 
August 31

Introductory remarks on “life-sphere” and social/environmental systems (little picture and big picture) Indigenous/traditional small scale societies.  Sacredness, spirituality and environmental protection
Video—“Urban Solutions from Curitiba Brazil”
Reading—Cronon, Changes in the Land
Article response

September 7 (Labor day holiday),  Class resumes Wed, Sept 9 
Industrial, technological, globalized, large scale bureaucratic societies

Article response
Reading—Cronon, Changes in the Land, (Chapter 5 to Afterword)
Video-“Earth and the American Dream”
September 14
Article response

Reading –Cronon, Changes in the Land

Group work

Begin reading Reisner, Cadillac Desert, (Introduction & Chapter 1-2)
II. HISTORY AND STAGES OF ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENTS IN THE US (3 weeks)

      September 21

Preservation or Conservation


Video—“The Wilderness Idea”


Reading Reisner, Cadillac Desert

Article Response


September 28

Chemicalization and Toxics


Article response


Reading—Reisner, Cadillac Desert, (Chapter 3-7)

Video—“Rachel Carson and Silent Spring”


Biography Research Paper proposal due Monday, October 12

October 5

Environmental Justice, ecofeminism, environmental law 

and epigenetics

Reading—Reisner, Cadillac Desert

Group work


Article in-class—Sanders, Setting Limits (book review)

Biography Research paper Proposal due Monday, October 12
 THE STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT (5 weeks)


October 12  Biography proposal due today
Why does modern society have such destructive impacts on the environment?


Article response

Take Home Midterm exam—Due Wednesday, October 28 (after fall break)

Reading—Reisner, Cadillac Desert, (Chapter 8 to Epilogue & Afterword)

October 15 and 16 Thursday and Friday (Fall Break)


October 19

Damage to the biosphere


Reading—Reisner, Cadillac Desert

Video—“Cadillac Desert—An American Nile”
       Take Home Exam due Wednesday, October 28

Article response

October 26 (Take home exam due this Wednesday)

Damage to the biosphere and unintended consequences of technology

Reading—Carson, Silent Spring, (Introduction by Linda Lear and Chapter 1 to 8)
Article response

Group work

November 2
Damage to the biosphere and connections to environmental justice, social justice and inequality

Reading—Carson, Silent Spring
Video-“The Hidden Life of Garbage”
November 9
Damage to the biosphere

Reading—Carson, Silent Spring, (Chapters 9 to 17 and Afterward by E.O. Wilson)
Group work

Article response

IV. LOOKING FOR ALTERNATIVES AND AN ALTERNATE VISION (TINA) 3 weeks

November 16
Prevention and the “Precautionary Principle”

Reading—Carson, Silent Spring

Video—“Ancient Futures”
Article response

November 23 (Thanksgiving Holiday, Thursday, Nov 26 thru Sunday, Nov 29)
Gaia, social movements and nature or the machine
Article response
Video—“Cuba and Peak Oil”

 November 30
(Wednesday, December 7 is the last regular class)
Democracy, justice, re-enchantment, the sacred and love-igniting moral and political agency
December 7

Summary, review, personal evaluation and celebration   
Biographical Research Paper due on Wednesday, December 7
…………………………………………………………NOTE:  FINAL EXAM—Wed, Dec 9,  4 – 6  pm
Environmental Sociology: Biographical Research Paper Schwartz 305 
Proposal Due Date: Monday, October 12
Prepare a brief, typed proposal (no more than half a page) that describes the individual or group you want to investigate and (if possible), why?
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Format Instructions for the Environmental Sociology Biography Research Paper
DUE DATE:  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
Length: at least five (5) pages.  Average 8 – 10 pages but can be more than 10 pages.
GENERAL: Have a cover page with your name, class and title of paper and use a folder.   Feel free to use pictures, quotes and a creative title.
INTRODUCTION:  Start with the motivation for your choice of individual or group who has made a positive difference with regards to environmental thought or action.  Explain the time period you are addressing and the environmental thought or action the individual or group addressed.
METHODS: How did you get your information (in general).   
RESULTS: Who is this individual or group and what did they do or what are they doing.  What are their accomplishments and/or failures.  What got them involved and what keeps them going.
(This is the main part of your paper)

DISCUSSION:  Explain what you think about this individual or group. What is at stake? How do you think ideas, issues and actions will be resolved?  Are you hopeful?
CONCLUSION: Personal meaning. What do you think about your paper and the individual or group you investigated? What insights have you gained? What important lessons did you learn? Are there connections with issues discussed in the Environmental Sociology class or outside the class framework? Have a strong concluding sentence!  

REFERENCES: Your report should contain a section titled "References," if you used any printed document (articles, books, newspapers and on-line sources) directly. "Directly" means direct quote.  Please feel free to use the library to read books and articles.  Of course, you can use the internet but I expect more than just the Internet.  Please cite sources! 

FINAL NOTE:  This paper should be original, well crafted and creative. Something you are delighted to hand in!  Please proofread for style and content and number your pages.
