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Sociology 308 - 011: Sociology of Gender
	Lora Lince Stone, PhD
CNM/UNMWest  Fall 2009
August 24 - Oct. 14, 1st 8 Week Session
M/W,  Noon – 2:30 p.m.
  
	Office: UNM Main Social Sciences  #1098
Office hours: by appointment
Office phone: 277-8318

Email: lora@unm.edu 


Description

In general, in this course we will consider how and why societies create gender categories, and how definitions of "masculinity" and "femininity" vary from place to place, as well as from time to time.  More specifically, we will consider the following areas in the study of gender.
During the semester, we will define, analyze, and consider the following: 
     1. theoretical explanations of gender
     2. historical and current examples of different approaches to gender
     3. national and global variance in the relationships between gender and social institutions
     4. gender and biology, socialization, media, relationships/family, crime, politics, and health
     5. local and regional variance in defining gender
     
Learning Objectives
Some of the learning objectives in this course include:
     1. become familiar with the concepts, terminology, and theories used in the study of gender
     2. be able to identify and define variance in the relationships between gender and social institutions
     3. understand the impact of gender on individuals
     4. learn to identify changes in how a society uses gender to promote or prevent social change
     5. incorporate existing research and data on gender into your personal or professional lives in a practical manner
Required Texts
Assigned articles, readings, and material posted in the “Learning Modules” link on our WebCT site (listed on the schedule below).

Grading 
	6 Writing Assignments            10% each (total 60%) 

(due dates on schedule 

below, details in WebCt 
       “Learnings Modules”)

Course Examination          

Mon., Oct. 12, Part I      20%  (MC)
Wed., Oct. 14, Part II     20%  (paper/presentation)  
	       Semester Grades

   A+  =  98-100                  B -  =  80-82 

   A    =  93-97                    C+  =  77-79  
   A -  =  90-92                    C    =  73-76  

   B+  =  87-89                    C-   =  70-72 

   B    =  83-86                     D   =  60-69
             


Exam
Exam includes short-answer and multiple-choice.  All questions will be drawn from assigned readings and material covered during class.  Please get notes from a classmate if you are absent.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions during or after class, or request a meeting. Review guide for Final Exam is posted on WebCt.

Final Paper

Final Paper (7 pages on course related topic). Format instructions and topic selection guidelines are posted in detail on WebCt, and will be discussed throughout course.  Final Paper grade includes the Final Paper and short presentation of your paper in class.


Writing Assignments
All writing assignments are based on articles posted on WebCt in the “Learning Modules” section.  In the “Learning Modules” section, just look in the link for each week to access the assigned article.  All writing assignments must be typed, using the Article Worksheet, and are due by the dates listed below on the schedule. To complete each writing assignment use the “Article Worksheet” on WebCt (posted in the “Learning Modules” link under in each Week’s link).  Under some circumstances, Writing Assignments may be accepted late for half the credit.
Attendance/Participation
UNM requires that students attend class and avoid disrupting the classroom by arriving late and leaving early.  However, UNM officially states in the 2009/2010 Academic Catalog (page 43) that “policies regarding student attendance at class meetings are set by each instructor.”  UNM policy also states that “it is the student’s responsibility to initiate drops or complete withdrawals utilizing http://registrar.unm.edu/ or LoboWeb http://my.unm.edu .”
    UNM requests attendance data from the “Instructor of Record” at the end of the semester with course grades.  I call roll and take attendance so that I can learn everyone’s name, and so that I can provide this attendance data requested by UNM.  If you miss more than 3 class sessions, your grade will be negatively affected (depending on how many classes missed, the effects on your grade can range from a full letter grade reduction to failing).  If you have a schedule conflict, please see me immediately, so that we can discuss your options.
Policy on Academic Dishonesty from The Pathfinder:

The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the expected standards. Any student judged to have engaged in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and/or for the course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; or hindering the academic work of other students. 
Student Support Services
In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506 as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  By law, special needs must be documented by Accessibility Services each semester and must be documented and received by the course instructor before any accommodations can be provided.

SCHEDULE
The schedule is meant as a guide.  The instructor may decide to devote more or less time to material as needed and material not listed below will be covered in class.   However, all “due” dates and exam dates will remain as scheduled below.    
	WK
	DAY
	  ASSIGNMENTS DUE and EXAMS
	TOPICS

	1
	Aug. 24
	 “Week 1” PPTs in “Learning Modules”
	Overview, Requirements

Sociological Perspectives on Gender

	
	Aug. 26
	
	

	2
	Aug. 31
	PPTs/notes in “Week 2” in “Learning Modules”
	Biology, Sex, and Gender

	
	Sep. 3
	Due: Read and Writing Assignment #1 (Week 2).

Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 2. 
	

	3
	Sep. 7
	NO CLASS MEETING—LABOR DAY
	Diverse Constructions of Gender

Gender Socialization

	
	Sep. 9
	PPTs/notes in “Week 3” in “Learning Modules”
Due: Read and Writing Assignment #2 (Week 3).

Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 3. 
	

	4
	Sep. 14
	PPTs/notes in “Week 4” in “Learning Modules”
	Gender, Language, Media

	
	Sep. 16
	Due: Read and Writing Assignment #3 (Week 4).
Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 4.   Student’s choice of articles in Week 4 Learning Module.
	

	5
	Sep. 21
	PPTs/notes in “Week 5” in “Learning Modules”
	Gender and Intimate Relationships
Gender and Economics 

	
	Sep. 23
	Due: Read and Writing Assignment #4 (Week 5).
Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 5.  Student’s choice of articles in Week 4 Learning Module.
	

	6
	Sep. 28
	PPTs/notes in “Week 6” in “Learning Modules”
	Gender and Politics

	
	Sep. 30
	Due: Read and Writing Assignment #5 (Week 6).
Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 6.  Student’s choice of articles in Week 4 Learning Module.
	

	7
	Oct. 5
	 PPTs/notes in “Week 7” in “Learning Modules”
	Gender, Religion, Spirituality

	
	Oct. 7
	Due: Read and Writing Assignment #6 (Week 7).
Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 7. Student’s choice of articles in Week 4 Learning Module.
	

	8
	Oct. 12
	Final Part I:  Standardized Exam
	Final Papers and Presentations, Final Exam

	
	Oct. 14
	Final Part II: Final Papers/Presentations
	


