
Causes of Crime and Delinquency – (SOC 312:002)

MWF 10 to 10:50 am, Dane Smith Hall 327
Fall 2009
Instructor: 

Dr. María B. Vélez

Office:  

1054 SSCI

Phone: 

277-6214

Email: 

mvelez@unm.edu

Office Hours:  
Wednesdays 2:00 to 4:00 pm, Fridays 1:30 to 2:30 pm; and by appointment

Graduate Teaching Assistant:  Rebecca Erickson

Office:  

1075 SSCI Bldg.

Phone:  

277-8316

Email:  

rerick@unm.edu
Office Hours:

Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30 – 1:30 pm.
Supplemental Instruction (SI) Leader:  Shawna Wright

SI Sessions:  
Mondays, 12:00 to 12:50 in Zimmerman Library 345



Tuesdays, 11:00 to 11:50 in Humanities Building 309



Wednesdays, 4:00 to 4:50 in Zimmerman Library 345

(Note:  Additional information on SI is appended to this syllabus.)
COURSE OBJECTIVES
The primary goal of this course is for students to understand and apply criminological theories (i.e., explanations) to the distribution of crime at the individual and macro levels.  To do so, we will pay particular attention to each theory’s assumptions about human nature, the social order of society, and criminal motivation.  Because this is a sociology course, students will learn mostly about sociological theories of crime that highlight the role of social structure, the environment, and inter-personal relationships to understand crime.  An additional goal is for students to understand the nature and extent of crime.  In this course we will discuss a wide array of criminological theories as well as address a variety of topics pertinent to the study of crime such as the divergent definitions of crime, the various correlates of crime, and crime trends.  This course is also designed to provide opportunities for students to discuss and write about crime-related issues.  To that end, every other Friday we allocate class time (“discussion days”) so that we can work on specific issues related to readings and class material in groups and/or individually.  
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students successfully completing this course will be able to: (1) connect criminological theory to the problem of crime, (2) specify the strategies that professional criminologists employ to study crime, (3) specify the correlates of offending and crime, (4) communicate (written and verbal) about crime and the theories that seek to explain crime, and (5) succeed in advanced criminology courses.  

REQUIRED TEXTS

1.  Miller, Jody. 2001.  One of the Guys: Girls, Gangs, and Gender.  New York: Oxford University Press.
2.  Sullivan, Mercer L. 1989.  Getting Paid: Youth Crime and Work in the Inner City.  Ithaca:  Cornell University Press.
3.  Twenty readings from the WebCT course website

The two required books are available for purchase at the University of New Mexico Bookstore, located at 2301 Central NE.  Their phone number is (800) 981-BOOK or (505) 277-5451.  
There are two ways to access the readings and other materials such as assignments on WebCT.  (1) Log into myunm using your NetId and password and click on the my courses tab and then click on SOC 312.  Then click on “readings”. (2) Go to http://vista.unm.edu and log in using your NetId and password and click on SOC 312 and  then click on “readings”.
- students should download the readings as soon as possible.  Waiting until the day before the test to download articles is strongly discouraged 

- students are encouraged to put all of the readings in a three-ring binder

- note that additional readings are required for the research project
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1.  Writing Assignment.

#1.  Connecting Research, Theory and Policy.  A primary goal of this course is to facilitate students’ evaluation and application of theories to the “real world” of crime.  In this assignment, students are required to write up theoretically guided explanations to explain some research based findings regarding crime in Albuquerque neighborhoods that are provided to you.  Further information about this project will be provided in a detailed handout during the second week of class.  This assignment is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, December 9th.  

NOTE:  It is your responsibility to make sure that you complete and turn in each assignment.   Assignments that are not turned in to me at the beginning of class on their due date will be considered one day late.  Late assignments will be penalized 5 percentage points for each 24 hour period that they are late.  

2.  Exams

There will be four exams.  Tests will cover material from lectures, class discussions, videos, and readings.  About 50% of each exam will consist of multiple choice questions and about 50% will consist of short answer critical thinking and identification questions.  The final exam is cumulative.  

You are responsible for all assigned readings, even if they are not discussed in class; exams will not be curved.

Make-up policy.  If students miss the first exam, they must wait two weeks after the original test date before taking the make-up exam.  After two weeks have passed, the student needs to set-up a time and date for the make-up exam with my consent.  Students who fail to show up for the alternate exam (for whatever reason) will receive a score of zero on the exam.  Students who miss the final exam will receive an incomplete for this course, and must take a make-up during the next semester following the same procedures. 

Exams are not returned to students; students who wish to review their exam should visit Dr. Vélez’ office. 

EXTRA CREDIT
Students may receive extra-credit worth up to 3% of the student’s final course grade based on class participation.  Active class participation is critical for learning.  Participation means attending class regularly, answering questions in class, answering discussion questions provided by Prof. Vélez, and participating in group discussions.  To help quantify participation, I will take attendance by distributing a sign-up sheet at the end of each class session.  It is the students’ responsibility to make sure they sign the sign-up sheet.  Students who have not signed the sign-up sheet will not be given credit for attending the class.  Students who leave class early will not be counted as having attended that day.

COURSE GRADE



	Grades will be determined as follows:
	
	Grades are based on the following scale:

	Exam 1
	10 %

	
	Grade
	% of total points
	Grade
	% of total points

	Exam 2
	15 %
	
	A+
	100-97
	C
	76-73

	Exam 3
	20 %
	
	A

	96-93
	C-
	72-70

	Exam 4
	25 %
	
	A-
	92-90
	D+
	69-67

	Assignments
	
	
	B+
	89-87
	D
	66-63

	#1
	30 %
	
	B
	86-83
	D-
	62-60

	Total
	100%
	
	B-

	82-80
	F
	Below 60

	
	
	
	C+
	79-77
	
	


NOTE:  If you are taking the course P/N, you must earn 70% or better to receive a P. 

ALL GRADES BUT FINAL GRADE WILL BE POSTED ON our WebCT course website.   

Classroom Business:

1. For important deadlines (e.g. dropping, withdrawals etc.), please visit http://www.unm.edu/~unmreg/acadcal.htm#Fall%20Semester.
2. Students with disabilities:  In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.
3. Sociological inquiry often involves examining sensitive and controversial issues.  This will be the case for our class in that we will discuss sensitive issues such as the relationship between biological, psychological, or demographic characteristics and criminal involvement.  Issues surrounding racism and bias in the criminal justice system and other institutions are frequently raised and will be discussed in detail in this class.  In addition, many of us have strong personal feelings about and/or experiences with crime, and as we will find over the semester, there is often conflict in society over these issues.  Consequently, we can expect to find differing perspectives across individuals in our classroom discussions.  It is important to always remember during the course of the semester that ALL students are expected to treat other students (and their opinions) with respect.  No personal attacks will be tolerated.  An important strategy to maintain an open and respectful classroom is to try to always tie your views to theories, readings, and research that are part of this course’s materials.  
4. During lectures, I expect for you to demonstrate respect to me and other students by paying attention and by avoiding activities that could disrupt me and/or others in the class.  It is not acceptable for students to sleep, read, converse with others, or otherwise engage in disrespectful and/or disruptive behavior during the class.  It is nearly impossible for me to concentrate on lecturing and guiding discussions, and for others to hear, pay attention, and participate in discussions when students are behaving in disrespectful and/or disruptive ways.  Individuals who violate these expectations will receive one warning from Prof. Vélez (i.e., call attention to your violation and remind you of the policy).  A second violation will lead to a failing grade in the course and a report of the academic misconduct to the College. 

5. If you miss a class meeting, ask a fellow student for a copy of his/her class notes.  I do not lend out my notes.  If you come late or miss a class, it is your responsibility to make sure to ask other students or myself after class if I made any announcements or distributed handouts.  You will need to come to my office during office hours to pick up missed handouts or see exams.  If you need to leave class early, please let me know before class begins.  Because I do not lend out my notes, I strongly encourage students to get phone numbers or email addresses of a classmate or two so that you can get copies of her/his notes if needed.

6. Students who email me during the week (Monday through Thursday) should expect a response in 24-36 hours; students who email me during the weekend (Friday through Sunday) should expect a response by the following Tuesday, midday.  Please make sure your email queries are concise and expect my responses to be concise as well. 

7. When emailing Prof. Vélez use your University of New Mexico email address (e.g., jvaldez@unm.edu) and include “Criminology” or “Soc 312” in the subject.

8. All pagers and cell phones need to be turned off when class begins.

9. I do not lend out videos shown in class.

10. Please do not telephone either me or the teaching assistant at home.  I can be reached during the daytime by calling the office number listed on page 1 of this syllabus, and you may leave a voice mail message at that number anytime.

11. Additional appointments are possible - but missing an appointment without prior notification is unacceptable and this privilege will be lost.

12. If you enter the classroom after class has started, make sure to sit at the back of the room.  PLEASE DO NOT WALK RIGHT IN FRONT OF ME.

Below is the course outline; note that it is subject to modification.  All non-book readings are available on WebCT on the readings page.

CLASS SCHEDULE
	WEEK 1 (8/24-8/28)  

Introduction to the Course; hand out syllabus 

(Adler, R1; Hillyard and  Tombs, R2) 
	Wednesday

The Sociological Perspective 

	Friday

Discussion Day

	WEEK 2 (8/31-9/4)  

Early Explanations in Criminology 
(Caufman et al., R3; Pratt et al., R4)
	Wednesday
Foundations of Criminological Theory
	Friday
The Nature and Extent of Crime

	WEEK 3 (9/7-9/11) 

NO CLASS (Labor Day)
	Wednesday
Criminological Methods 

(Bernasco and Block, R5;)
	Friday
Discussion Day

	WEEK 4  (9/14-9/18)

Classical and Neoclassical Theories


	Wednesday
EXAM 1
	Friday
Anomie Strain Theories


	WEEK 5 (9/21-9/25)

Anomie/Strain

(Martinez, R6; Broidy, R7; Hagedorn, R8)
	Wednesday
Anomie/Strain

	Friday
Discussion Day


	WEEK 6 (9/28-10/2)

Cultural Deviance Theories

(Cao et al., R9; Stack, R10)
	Wednesday
Cultural Deviance Theories
	Friday
Social Learning Theories


	WEEK 7 (10/5-10/9)

Social Learning Theories
(Giordano and Rockwell, R11; Uggen, R12)
	Wednesday
Social Control Theories
	Friday
Discussion Day

	WEEK 8 (10/12-10/16)

Social Control Theories
	Wednesday
Applying Theories

	Friday
NO CLASS (Fall Break)

	WEEK 9 (10/19-10/23)

Applying Theories
	Wednesday
EXAM 2
	Friday
Social Disorganization Theory

	WEEK 10 (10/26-10/30)

Social Disorganization Theory  

(Shaw and McKay, R13; Sampson et al., R14) 
	Wednesday
Social Disorganization Theory  
	Friday
Discussion Day

	WEEK 11 (11/2-11/6)

Social Disorganization Theory 
(Vélez, R15) 
	Wednesday
Social Disorganization Theory  
	Friday
Social Disorganization Theory

	WEEK 12 (11/9-11/13)

Structural Dislocations
(Wilson, R16)
	Wednesday
Structural Dislocations
	Friday
Discuss Day

	WEEK 13 (11/16-11/20)

The Impact of Neighborhood Conditions on Youth Crime

(Sullivan, Chs. 1,2,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11)
	Wednesday
The Impact of Neighborhood Conditions on Youth Crime

	Friday
EXAM 3



	WEEK 14 (11/23-27)

The Intersections of Race, Place and Crime
(Pattillo-McCoy, R17)
	Wednesday
NO CLASS 


	Friday
NO CLASS



	WEEK 15 (11/30-12/4)

The Intersections of Race, Place and Crime

(Miller’s One of the Guys)
	Wednesday
Gender and Crime

	Friday
Gender and Crime

	WEEK 16 (12/7 – 12/11)

Gender and Crime
(Bernburg et al., R18; Lynch et al. R19; Chambliss, R20)
	Wednesday
Labeling and conflict theory
Writing Assignment DUE
	Friday
Labeling and conflict theory


	EXAM 2 (FINAL)
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Friday, December 18 7:30–9:30 a.m. in DSH 327
	
	


APPENDIX On Supplemental Instruction:

Q: What is Supplemental Instruction (SI)?

A:  Supplemental Instruction (SI) is essentially "Students Helping Students." SI is an academic support program designed to aid students in traditionally difficult courses. SI provides regularly scheduled, peer-led study sessions. An "SI leader" is assigned to each SI supported class. The SI leader is a student who has taken the class before, and done very well. She/he attends the class again and models ideal student behavior. The SI leader conducts 3 or more 50-minute planned study sessions per week. These sessions are available to all students enrolled in the class at no cost. SI sessions are not a time for the SI leader to re-lecture the same material presented in class. Rather, they are a time when you can work in small, collaborative groups with your classmates to review lecture material, course reading, and homework. SI incorporates study strategies into each and every session - and who better to help you with study strategies than an SI leader who has already gotten an A in the course!



Q: Who attends SI sessions?

A:  SI is open to all students enrolled in the selected section of a particular class. SI attracts and is helpful for students from all ability levels. Our stats have shown that SI participants earn higher mean final course grades regardless of prior achievement levels. SI really works!


Q: What goes on in the SI sessions?

A:  SI sessions have an informal atmosphere where you and your classmates can aid each other in learning while guided by an SI leader. Typically SI leaders prepare worksheets, handouts, problem-solving exercises, and plan group activities in order to reinforce important parts of class. SI sessions are a great place to go over important concepts, review class notes, discuss reading assignments, work practice problems, and reinforce relevant study skills.



Q: What makes the SI leader qualified to facilitate these study sessions?

A:  SI leaders are undergraduate students who have already successfully completed the particular SI class. Often times SI leaders have done additional advanced work in the subject. The SI leaders are selected based on their academic strengths in addition to their communication and people skills. SI leaders attend your class, take notes, and complete the readings and homework. The leaders also meet regularly with the professor to discuss what concepts should be stressed in the weekly sessions.

Q: How are the times for the SI sessions selected?

A:  SI session days and times are determined before classes even begin, so that you can plan them into your schedule early on in the semester. Each course has at least 3 SI sessions per week at varying times. Some courses offer 4 SI sessions per week and office hours to meet with the SI leader. If we discover that students in the class can't attend the SI sessions, then SI leaders survey the students in the class to find session times that will better accommodate students.



Q: Why do SI leaders take attendance in SI sessions?

A:  Attendance is taken solely for statistical purposes. We like to see if students are utilizing SI, if SI is effective in helping students succeed... oh, and - people like to give us money for more SI when they can see that it's working and students are using it!



Q: Can I attend more than one session per week?

A:  YES! Attending SI sessions is totally voluntary, but studies show that the more times you are exposed to new material the easier it becomes to recall later. Attending multiple SI sessions allows you to network among your classmates so you can make new friends, learn different studying techniques, and help each other through your different weak and strong points. Sometimes courses have more than one SI leader, so attending additional sessions will allow you to experience the different styles of SI leaders
Q: How do I know when review sessions are before an exam?

A:  SI leaders like to hold review sessions before exams. They will announce these in class, in SI sessions, and sometimes post it up on the CAPS website. Make sure you know when they are held - they are a good time to prepare and be around people who have the same goal - to pass the test with flying colors!
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