Sociology 312-004 "Causes of Crime"



Fall, 2009
Meeting Time: T-TR 6:30 to 7:45 DSH 129
Instructor: Marie Clevenger

Office Hours: T-TH 6:00 to 6:30 
Office: SSCI 1065
Phone:277-8990


e-mail shas@unm.edu

Required Texts:

Akers, R.L. Criminological Theories: Introduction and Evaluation

Katz, Jack  Seductions of Crime
Messner & Rosenfeld Crime and the American Dream
Felson, M.  Crime and Everyday Life
Services Available:

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements 

should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 

Course Requirements:

Three Exams:                               100 points each          300 points

Journal based on readings and group discussions           100 points

Total for course




          400 points 

Attendance Policy: Attendance will be taken at each class session. 

Lateness Policy: Habitual lateness will not be tolerated. If you do not have time in your schedule to attend this class, please do not enroll. If something unexpected happens (rare occasion), and you are late, please come in quietly and sit as close to the entry door as possible. 

Absence Policy: If you miss more than 3 consecutive classes, you will be dropped from the class, unless I hear from you. Email is the best way to reach me. If you have missed more than 3 classes, please bring a doctor's note specifically saying that you could not attend on those days. The same is necessary if you miss a test or if you have already missed 4 days of class whether they are consecutive days or not. If you have more than 4 days of absences, without the proper documentation, you will be dropped from the class. If you miss a test without proper documentation, you will receive a zero for the test.

If you have a chronic condition that will interfere with your ability to attend class, arrive on time, etc. please contact Student Services at 277-3506. They are the appropriate department, and they have always been so valuable, both to students and instructors, in helping to determine and meet student needs.  

Policy - make up tests. All tests given before or after the designated test day and time will be in essay format. If you miss a test without proper documentation, you will receive a zero for the test.

Class format will consist of both lecture and class discussion. Discussions will center on the assigned reading materials and relevant current events. On discussion days, the class will break up into small groups. Each group will be required to present its findings to the class. Presentations are done in an informal manner.  

Written Assignments: The format for turning in the journal will be discussed in class. Record your journal entries after each assignment. Keep both hard copies and electronic versions and keep both updated. There is no excuse for a late journal, because entries should be made throughout the semester. Journals are due Thursday, Dec. 3rd.

Course Schedule:

Please be aware that the chapter numbers are different for the many versions of the Akers book that are available. All versions work, but because the chapter numbers are not always the same, be sure that the chapter title and material content are the same as that listed in the syllabus for each week's reading. For example, if your book has something other than "Introduction to Criminological Theory" as the title/content of chapter 1, go to the chapter in your book where the introduction to criminological theory can be found.

Week 1

Overview of course and reading materials

Akers: Chapter 1 "Introduction to Criminological Theory"

Akers Chapt. 2 "Classical / Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories"

Week 2

 Akers - Chapter 2 continued and Felson Chapters 1&2 (Felson chapters will be discussed in group)

Week 3

Overview of Katz' s work and Katz Chapt.1 (K chapter 1 will be discussed in group)

Week 4

Akers Chapt.3 "Biological and Psychological Theories of Crime" 

Week 5 

Review on Tues. (9/22), Test on Thurs. (9/24)

Week 6 

Akers Chapt. 7 "Social Disorganization, Anomie and Strain Theories" 

Week 7

Felson Chapters 3 and 4 (Group Discussion)

Week 8

Messner and Rosenfeld Chapters 1 and 2 (Group Discussion on Tues.)

Fall Break – no class on Thursday 10/15
Week 9

M & R Chapters 3 and 4 (Group discussion on Thursday)
Week 10

Review on Tues. (3/27) and Test 2 on Thurs. (3/29) 

Week 11

Akers Chapt. 6 "Labeling Theory"

Katz  Chapters 3 and 4 ( group discussion)

Week 12

Akers Chapter 5 "Social Bonding and Control Theories"

Felson Chapters 5 and 6

Week 13 

Akers Chapter 4 "Social Learning Theory"

Katz Chapter 2  "Sneaky Thrills" (group discussion)

Week 14

Akers Chapt. 8 "Conflict Theory"  

No class on Thursday 11/26 Thanksgiving Day
Week 15

Akers Chapter 9 "Marxist and Critical Theories"

           Chapter 10 "Feminist Theories"

Week 16

Review on Tues. (12/8) and Test on Thurs (12/10) 

Journals are due on Thursday, Dec. 3rd during class time.
Exam Week 

Time will be set aside for students who wish to pick up their journals or discuss grades. You do not have a final in this class. Your journal takes the place of the final exam. You will NOT get credit for this course, if you do not complete your journal.

Welcome to the class!

