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Required Textbook (available at UNM bookstore)

· Cullin, Francis & Agnew Robert. (2006). Criminological Theory: Past to Present, 3ed. Los Angeles: Roxbury Publishing Company.  Additional articles may be available at e-reserves.  You can access E-Reserves from the Zimmerman home page. Please find my last name (Padilla) and enter the password scholar312.  To access all course materials you will need a UNM email address.  Please contact UNM CIRT for details on how to obtain one, if necessary.  
Course Prerequisites:

All students enrolled in this course should have successfully completed Sociology 101 and Sociology 205 or 213.

Course Description and Objectives

This course focuses on the ways in which sociologists study crime and criminal behavior. Specifically, we will examine how sociologists/criminologists define, measure and explain crime-examining the strengths and weaknesses of available knowledge and theory. We will also discuss how existing knowledge regarding crime might be used to develop effective programs and policies in response to crime at both the individual and societal levels. The course will be broken down into three main sections.

1. Introduction to the Sociological Study of Crime: In the first part of the course we will discuss why and how sociologists study crime and crime related phenomena. Here we will focus on the various ways in which sociologists/criminologists define and measure crime.

2. Individual-Level Explanations of Criminal Behavior: In this part of the course we will consider various theoretical explanations of why individuals commit crimes. In particular, we will discuss the individual-level factors that might motivate offending and those that might inhibit it.

3. Social-Structural Explanations of Crime: In this section of the course we will examine theories designed to account for societal variations in crime. Specifically, we will focus on theoretical explanations for variations in crime rates across time and space and for differences in crime rates across social groups.

Class Discussions

A critical classroom has dialogical interactions. It is safe for learning and free of impositions.  All members of the class will treat each other with respect, especially when perspectives differ.  Direct challenges to expressed views are acceptable.  Vigorous debate is fine.  Nevertheless, a student or the instructor should never feel threatened by a class member.  All challenges should take place with the hope of bridging diverse perspectives, so as to making them as enriching and fruitful as possible.

Course Requirements

1.  Participation
Attendance; theory presentations; group participation/engagement (particularly as it pertains to timely submission of quality assignments agreed by groups in their projects); punctual arrival to class; and insightful involvement in class discussions will constitute 25% of your final grade.  See the sections on “Attendance” and “Tardiness” below for the guidelines on how these aspects will be connected to your participation grade.

2.  Final Paper
(Due: 12/7)
The culminating requirement of this course is an 11-page, double-spaced Group Paper.  Very important: Please remember that all groups are required to be very  rigorous in using ASA or APA guidelines for style and formatting (such as using 12-point font, proper margins, etc.).  At least 60% of your references in this paper and its prospectus must be from peer reviewed periodicals or scholarly books.  In order to ensure your early focus to compile these references, your group will provide an annotated bibliography on your topic with a minimum of 15 items.  This bibliography will be due with your paper prospectus (please see below).  Your team will pick a topic directly related to the sociology of crime, control, crime related socio-legal studies, or a relevant interdisciplinary variation.  The paper should have a significant theoretical dimension, even if it is empirically based.  Theoretically grounded policy, problem, or project papers are also acceptable.  Your group will let me know through a written two-page prospectus by the third week of class (11/2) what general ideas you are considering for the formulation of your final paper.  The possibilities for paper topics are numerous.  You should bear in mind your collective research interests as you choose.  In addition to the paper, your group will present the key aspects of the paper’s argument and/or results during the last week of class.  A draft of the paper is due about two weeks before (11/23).  We will talk much more about the final paper as the class proceeds.  The final paper, its prospectus, the corresponding annotated bibliography, the draft, and the group presentation account for 41% of your final grade.  Finally, please be aware that all these require both hard copy and electronic versions.

3. Critical essays
I will assign two written exercises that will require critical analysis.  I will give you two questions for you to choose one.  You will provide a three-page response that contains a comprehensive outline, an introduction section, a body, and a concluding section with areas for further theoretical development, research, or policy analysis/reformulation.  In outlining your Critical Essays, you will always develop your argument departing from the readings assigned.  In other words, you will make explicit reference, paraphrase, and summarize pertinent arguments brought up in the readings as you build your own thesis.  Very important: In these essays, you will use APA body text and references.  Hard copies of the essays will be due in class the following week.  Electronic submissions of these essays will also be due on the same day, two hours before class.  Critical essays constitute 34% of your semester grade, 17% each. 

Evaluation

Group prospectus, annotated bibliography, draft, final Presentations/papers
41%

Punctual Attendance/Participation and Theory Presentations
25%

Critical Essays

34%
Grading Scale

94-100 = A

77 - 79 = C+

90 - 93 = A-

71 - 76 = C

87 - 89 = B+

65 - 70 = C-

84 - 86 = B

61 - 64 = D

80 - 83 = B-

60 or less = F

Attendance

Attendance is very important.  Much of the learning comes from engaging in debates and dialogues, watching and analyzing films, as well as sharing personal experiences.  Excused absences are those where the student gives the instructor a doctor's note for an illness or a formal memo for an exceptional job -related activity.  Conference presentations can also count as an excused absence.  Excused absences, however, are counted as a missed class both for purposes of the accumulation of absences and the overall computation of a student’s participation grade.  All other types of absences are considered unexcused.  Unexcused absences drop one letter grade off of your total participation grade for the class.  Very important, regardless of circumstances, A fourth absence means, per university policy, that the instructor may (and will) drop you from the course, regardless of how late in the semester this occurs. In addition, if you enroll late for this class, all your class absences are still counted, since you are not able to participate during the days you are not physically in the classroom.  Finally, the student’s signature in the class list every night is the formal document to refer for the number of absences each student has.  Hence, it is your exclusive responsibility to make sure to sign the list provided every night using your formal signature.  

Tardies

Much of the important activities of the class sessions for this course will happen in the first few minutes.  General announcements and discussion group formation need to happen quickly in order for us to maximize our class time.  For our purposes, a tardy is when the student arrives after the scheduled beginning time for the class session (except when the student communicates in advance extenuating circumstances, which may not occur more than twice).  If the student is in doubt whether she/he is tardy, then the student should consult the instructor when class is over.  Each tardy instance drops one-half letter grade of the total participation grade for the class.  Three tardy instances are equated with one unexcused absence and counts as such for all intents and purposes; please see above for details.  Late submissions drop a full letter per day.  Hence, I will receive no assignment after four days, as it would be a failing assignment.
Readings

Specific readings for each week are identified in your course schedule. You are responsible for keeping up with the readings. All lectures, discussions, assignments, etc.  I will assume that you have read the assigned materials prior to class.

Concerning Disabilities

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506, Mesa Vista Hall, Room 2021.
Academic Integrity

Ethics and honesty are critical to academic and life success.  You are expected at all times to follow university policies concerning academic integrity.  Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters.  The university reserves the right to take disciplinary action including dismissal against and student who is found responsible for academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the standards.  Any student who has been judged to engage in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and for the course.

Course Schedule
10/19 — Introduction.

10/21 — Sociology and Other Disciplines in the Origins of Criminological Theory.
        Cullin & Agnew, intro-ch. 3. 

10/26 — Bio-Psychological and Evolutionary Explanations of Crime. 
        Cullin & Agnew, chs. 4-6.

10/28 —  The Chicago School and Collective Efficacy: A Community-Based Epistemology? 
        Cullin & Agnew, part III. 

11/2 —  Micro-Level, Subcultural, and Social Learning Theories. 
             Cullin & Agnew, part IV; Movie.                                    
             (Prospectus & Annotated Bibliography due today)
11/4 —  Anomie, Strain, and Beyond.
       Cullin & Agnew, part V; Theory Presentations.

11/9 — Control Theories: Back to Freud?    
      Cullin & Agnew, part VI; Theory Presentations.                                                    
             (1st Critical Essay Questions provided today; essay due 11/18) 
11/11 — Labeling, Interaction, and Societal Reaction Theories. 
               Cullin & Agnew, part VII.                 
11/16 — Critical Criminology: Conflict, Power, Peace, and Beyond.
               Cullin & Agnew, part VIII; Movie.              
11/18 — Feminist Theories.    Cullin & Agnew, part IX. 
11/23 — Developmental Theories.  Cullin & Agnew, part XIII.                                                                      
            (Last Critical Essay Questions provided; essay due 12/2; Group Paper Draft Due      

            Today)          
11/25 — Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories.  
               Cullin & Agnew, part X.  Film.                            
11/30 — Situational and Routine Activity Theories.    
               Cullin & Agnew, part XI.  Film.                            

12/2 — Integrating Criminological Theories: Challenges and Potential for the spread of    

             Developmental Contributions.
       Cullin & Agnew, part XIV.  Film.                  

12/7 —   First Group Paper Presentations.                   (Final Group Paper Due Today) 
12/9 —   Last Group Paper Presentations. 
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