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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO

Department of Sociology

Fall 2009


Sociology 326 (section 002)  

SOCIOLOGY OF NEW MEXICO

Thursdays 4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Room 223 Dane Smith Hall  

Instructor:
     Dr. Roberto A. Ibarra

Office:

     Social Science Building, Room 1055

Office hours:
     Tues. & Thurs. 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. and/or by appointment.
Phone:
     (505) 277- 4841

E-mail:
     raibarra@unm.edu
Course Description & Objectives: We will study New Mexico as a social system, and from a perspective of the sociology of history. We will examine the infrastructure of communities and ethnic groups, social stratification, race/ethnicity, major social institutions, religion and inter-group relations, social movements, and even medical sociology.  Objectives:
1. To introduce students to the basic concepts used in Sociology and to apply them to New Mexican society. 
2. To describe and analyze the process of social, economic and cultural change in New Mexican society from pre-Spanish colonial times to the present. We will analyze the process by which New Mexican society has moved from a rural/traditional/self-sufficient society into an urban/modern/capitalist society. We will explore the concepts of space, place and environment with regard to social change in New Mexico.

3. The process of change [or "modernization"] has affected the nature, character and functions of social institutions in New Mexico. We will describe and analyze some of those social institutions, their functions, and changes through time. The institutions are property, family, religion, and the socio-economic impact of tourism in New Mexico.
4. The role of race and ethnicity in New Mexico, especially in the development of tourism (art & culture).

5. To have students see social behavior from an analytical and theoretical perspective. To connect the present with social and cultural patterns that have developed from the past, and to have students think in a comparative perspective.
5. Finally, the course will discuss what is happening to New Mexican society today and what we might expect in the future.  The course will include examining the concepts of social movements, distribution of wealth (poverty), social stratification with emphasis on discrimination and racialized issues.  History will be used, but it is not a class in history, pre-history, or archaeology.

Required Texts:

1
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. 2007. Roots of Resistance: A History of Land Tenure in New 
Mexico. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press.
2.
Nieto-Phillips, John M. 2004. The Language of Blood: the Making of Spanish-American 
Identity in New Mexico, 1880s – 1930s. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press.

3.
Class lectures (PowerPoint outlines each week) and readings (LEC 1-15) are available for download on WebCT.  Additional handouts and other class materials are also available through WebCT or distributed in class as needed.  Access to the course WebCT is through the UNM home page at Vista.unm.edu
Course Requirements and Evaluation: Your grade will be based on your performance in the following areas:

(1) Class Attendance & Participation  (10% of final grade)
Although this course is predominantly dependent on lectures, the last half hour of each class will be dedicated to questions or discussion of the lectures and required readings for that week. In order to participate fully in class, all reading assignments must be completed prior to the class for which they are assigned. Attendance will be taken during the beginning of each class period (you will be counted absent after the attendance sheet is passed back to me).  Students missing over five (5) class periods will be in jeopardy of a lower final course grade.  The only excused absences are for medical emergencies, or a death in the immediate family, so please don’t contact me if you can’t make the class for other reasons.
(2) Exam # 1 (20% of final grade)
All examinations will be week-long take-home exams with a choice of essay questions given out on the day of the exam (see Reading and Class Assignment Schedule below) and due in the following week. 

(3) Exam #2  (20% of final grade)
Same exam format and will not be cumulative covering only the material after Exam #1.

(4) Final Exam (25% of final grade)
Same exam format and will cover material only since Exam #2.

(5) Final Paper  (25% of final grade)

The paper can be on any topic related to the course that you choose with written approval and/or in consultation with the instructor.  Early in the semester each of you should begin to identify a topic or issue to explore in a paper of 10 pages in length (not including a bibliography) with a minimum of six (6) scholarly books or articles (from refereed journals and library databases, but not from un-referenced sources on the Internet).  The primary requirement is that you must apply sociological ideas, concepts or theories to your research topic.  

This paper is your creation, so topics not discussed or covered in the course may be appropriate. Read the handouts; review your class notes, the course syllabus, and the bibliography provided in WebCT for ideas.  Finding a topic related to your major or your career interests are always good ideas, but I must approve all topics by the midterm exam when each of you will submit a one-page description of your research question or topic.  Please provide potential resources to support your idea, and use the proper citation methods outlined in my handout “A Quick Guide on References and Citations” as good practice.  Team or group projects are encouraged but must be approved in consultation with the instructor.  All term paper topic pages are due Thursday September 24, 2009 and the final paper is due Thursday, December 10, 2009 the last day of class.  Literature used to develop the paper should be drawn from professional, research and popular academic sources, but not from required class texts. Please see me if at any time you need to revise your paper topic even if it has been approved, or if you have difficulty finding one.  However, all revisions or new ideas must be returned within a week after they have been handed back in class or points will be deducted from your final grade on the term paper (missing class on the day I return your paper topics will not be an excuse for turning in your revised paper topic on time).

Guidelines for Written Work

All written work must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font ("Times Roman" preferred), with 1" margins on all sides. The format of the paper and works cited need to conform to the guidelines of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA), 5th Edition. (see handout “A Quick Guide to Citing Sources”), the MLA or other recognized style manual.  (I prefer papers with in-text citations and NOT with footnotes at the bottom of each page.)  Work will be graded on content, grammar, spelling, and format.  Please note: any class assignments (exams, paper topics, term papers) turned in late (after the assigned deadline) will result in a lower grade, a quarter of a grade point or more for every day late. It is the rare exception that late work will be accepted without penalty. 

Cheating on examinations or plagiarizing on any assignments are serious matters.   If you do it, you could be expelled from the university.  Any materials from other sources, if used verbatim, should be cited within quotes, and the source referenced in the bibliography and cited in the body of the text. "Cutting and pasting" from the Internet is not acceptable, and a paper filled with quotations, with little of it written by you will not be acceptable either. 

The Center for Academic Program Support (CAPS) offers FREE one-on-one tutoring for 
in a variety of subjects, including writing.  For more information call 277-4560. CAPS is located in the third floor of the Zimmerman Library.  Website: http://www.unm.edu/~caps.

Students with disabilities:

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible during the first week of classes to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  The University of New Mexico will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at (505) 277‑3506.
READING AND CLASS ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE (subject to change)

(The date indicates when material will be covered or discussed)

PART I:
THE IMPACT OF COLONIAL SPAIN & MEXICO IN NUEVOMEXICO
Week 1 

Aug. 27 – Introduction, course syllabus and expectations.


          

    _ Indigenous population estimates at contact: 1492 – 1540


    – Social Stratification & Race in Colonial New Mexico (lecture) 



       Reading: Nieto-Phillips, The Language of Blood - chap. 1
Week 2 
       Readings: Dunbar-Ortiz, Roots of Resistance – intro & Chap. 1

Sept.  3 – LEC 1: Material Conditions of New Mexico &



       LEC 2: Society and Material Conditions  
Week 3 
       Readings: Dunbar-Ortiz – Chap. 2 

           Sept. 10 – LEC 3: New Mexico: Modes of Production in Historical Perspective


       LEC 4a: Types of Societies in New Mexico (Before 19th Century)


       LEC 4b: TABLE- Typology on Traditional and Modern Societies
Week 4 
        Readings:  Dunbar-Ortiz – Chap. 3

Sept. 17 – LEC 5: Land-Labor Relationships
Week 5 
        Readings:

Sept. 24 – LEC 6: Socio-Historical Context of Labor Allocation


                  LEC 7: The Land Situation in New Mexico

        

EXAM #1 (given out)  one page description of your research paper due]
Week 6
       Readings:

  Oct.  1 – LEC 8: Land & Water in New Mexico: Comparative Perspectives


       LEC 8a: Acequias – New Mexico’s Oldest Public Works & 8b Las 



       acequias del Norte

EXAM #1 DUE BY THE END OF CLASS
PART II:
THE IMPACT OF COLONIAL U.S. & MODERNIZATION IN NEW MEXICO
Week 7 
      Readings: Dunbar-Ortiz – Chap. 4


Oct.  8  –  LEC   9: Exchange, Markets and Money in New Mexico



       LEC 10: Economy and Transportation Patterns and 



       LEC 11: Economic and Social Changes in New Mexico 1821-1881
Week 8          NO CLASS Oct. 15 – FALL BREAK
 Week 9
      Readings: Dunbar-Ortiz – Chap. 5 & 6

Oct. 22 – LEC 12: The Great Economic Transformation, 1880s and After    

                 LEC 13: Land Grants & U.S. Legal System  
Week 10
     Readings: 

Oct. 29 – Land & Water: The NM Native American Experience [class lecture]

EXAM # 2 (given out)
Week 11
      Readings: 

Nov.  5 – LEC 14: Religion in New Mexico


             – LEC 15: Religious Changes in New Mexico

EXAM #2 DUE BY THE END OF CLASS
Week 12            Readings:

Nov. 12 – On “Race” and “Ethnicity” in New Mexico [class lecture] 
PART III:  RACE & ETHNICITY & SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN POSTMODERN NEW 
        MEXICO – (Class Lectures)
Week 13             Readings: Nieto-Phillips - chap. 2 & 3

Nov. 19 – The Impact of Tourism on Indigenous and Hispano Populations in 

       NM [class lecture]

Week 14 
Nov. 26  NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK
Week 15 
       Readings: Nieto-Phillips - chaps. 4 & 5

Dec.  3  – 20TH Century Issues: Social Movements from the Pueblo Revolt to 

      the Oñate statue (Video)
Week 16 


 Dec. 10 – 20th Century Issues: The Rise of the Creative Class in New Mexico

 
TERM PAPER DUE & Take-home final exam handed out]


FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM DUE    


TUESDAY DECEMBER 15, 2009



5:00 p.m. MY OFFICE 1055 SOCIAL SCIENCE BLDG. 



(Exam covers only the material since exam #2)

