Sociology 331: Social Movements and Collective Behavior.

Instructor: Anwar Ouassini



Classroom: DSH 233
Class Dates: August 25th-December 19th 
Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 8-915 pm
Office Hours: By appt.




Office: Social Science Building 1075

Office Phone: 277-8316

Email: ouassini@unm.edu (please use email to contact me)

Grad Assistant: Ben Waddel

There are no required textbooks in this class; all readings will be on E-Reserves unless otherwise noted. Password: lobo331

Course Objectives:

The objectives of this course are to introduce to you the theoretical and empirical literature on collective behavior and social movements. In this course we will examine collective behavior in the form it takes in social movements. We will first discuss the basic theoretical principles surrounding spontaneous forms of collective behavior and organized movements toward social and political change. Then we will examine various types of movements, domestically and globally, to see how they fit in the conceptual framework we develop in the first half of the course. 

Class Exams: 

1. There are two exams in this course, a midterm exam and a final paper. The “exams” are intended for you to synthesize the materials covered in class. For the Mid-term exam you will be given a broad survey type questions to include everything we have covered in the course of the semester. The final exam will be a 7-8 page paper on any movement/ collective behavior you choose to explore. Guidelines will be provided on exactly what I will be looking for in this assignment. This assignment is due on the last day of class. Furthermore, along with the final paper each student should prepare a 5-10 minute presentation of their research to the class, discussing how they used the theoretical materials provided throughout the course to explore their movements.

2. Along with these two exams and presentation, there are sporadic response papers that I will assign you throughout the course to which you must discuss your opinions of the readings, films or class discussions. These response papers should be no longer than a page. Students will receive full credit as long as papers are turned in on time. 

3. Finally, your grade is also dependent on class participation and attendance. I will take attendance everyday. If a student has more than two unexcused absentness, I reserve the right to drop the student from the course. 

Work can be handed in late or made up only if you make arrangements with me prior to the absence. Any unforeseeable absences must be documented in order for work to be accepted late or made up.
PLEASE NO TEXTING OR TALKING ON THE PHONE DURING CLASS!

Grade Breakdown

Reading Reports: 10% = 100 points

Class Participation/attendance: 20%= 200

Mid Term: 30% = 300 points

Final Paper/presentation: 40% = 400 points

Total: 1000 points.  

A     935-1000       C     730-760

A-    900-935         C-    700-730

B+   860- 900        D+   660-700

B     830-860         D     630-660

B-    800- 830        D-    600-630

C+   760-800         F      Below 600

Special Needs: 

Any Student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. For further information, contact Student Support Services at (505) 277-3506. 

Tentative Schedule
Week 1:  Introduction/ Course review/ Assign Final Papers/ Mid -Term

Week 2:  Lecture: The Sociological Tradition and the History of Social Movements/ Political Opportunity Structure
Week 3:   Lecture: Political Opportunity Structure continued./ Framing
-Readings: Frames and Brains by George Lakoff
Week 4:  Lecture: Collective Identity/ Resource Mobilization Theory
Reading:  Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements. By David Snow and Robert Bedford.
Week 5 :  Lecture: The Middle East (lst hour) / Revolutions and Revolutionary Theory (Iran)

-Readings: Structural Opportunity and Perceived Opportunity in Social-Movement Theory: The Iranian Revolution of 1979. By Charles Kurzman
Week 6:: Lecture: Insurgencies- Iraq/Afghanistan

-Readings: Iraqi Sectarian and Ethnic Violence and its evolving Insurgency by Anthony H. Cordesman pages Read: Executive Summary and pgs 96-105
Week 7: Lecture: Race and Ethnic Movements- Darfur/

-Readings:  1. A Reporter at Large: Dying in Darfur by Samantha Powers
       2. A History of Darfur
Week 8: Lecture: Religious Movements/ Fundamentalist Movements: Political Islam- 

-Reading.  Fundamentalism and the Resurgence of Religion. By Martin Reisebrodt

Week 9:  Lecture : Africa/ Movement Politics, Civil Society and Democracy (South Africa)

Readings: Liberation Movements and the Transition to Democracy: The Case of the A.N.C by Marina Ottaway
Week 10:: Lecture: Anti-Colonial Movements- (Algeria, Ghana and Congo)

Reading. Learning Lessons from the Algerian War of Independence by Nancy Gallagher
Week 11: Lecture: Transnational Activist Networks/ anti-globalization movements (Africa)
Readings: 
1. Meet the Traffickers by Victor Malarek
2. Trafficked by Vanessa Baird

3. Modern Day Slavery by Kathleen Fitzgibbon
Week 12:  Lecture: Women’s Movements (Europe and Africa)

                  Dalit Women and the Struggle for Justice in a World of Global Capitalism by Mary Grey

      Mariama’s Shame

      A Burning Question: Sati by Laurens Van Den Bousch
Week 13: Lecture: Right Wing Movements:

Readings:  1. The New Politics of Resentment: Radical Right-Wing Populist Parties in Western Europe By George Betz Hans

Week 14: Lecture: Indigenous Movements (Asia/South America)

Readings: 1. Indigenous Movements: Between Neoliberalism and Leftist Governments by Raul Zibechi 

     2. Indigenous Movements in the Americas: From Demand for Recognition to Building Autonomies by Francisco Lopez Barcenas 
 

Week 15: Lecture: Media and social movements- Asia/Europe/US

Readings: Commodify Your Dissent by Thomas Frank and Matt Weiland.

Week 16:  Lecture: The Future of Social Movements

Week 17: Presentations on Final papers/ Turn in Final Papers
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