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Sociology 331.030: Collective Behavior
	Lora Lince Stone, PhD
UNMWest Fall 2nd 8wk 2009
Classroom: UNMWest
Oct. 19 – Dec. 18, Mon/Wed 1:00 – 3:30 p.m.
  
	office: UNM Social Sciences  #1098
meetings by appointment  
office phone: 277-8318

email: lora@unm.edu 


Description

This course is an introduction to the study of elementary and complex forms of collective behavior. Although collective behavior may appear chaotic, spontaneous, or random, in many ways it is predictable.  During the semester, we will define, analyze, and consider the following: 
     1. theoretical explanations of collective behavior
     2. historical and current examples of different forms of collective behavior
     3. crowds, including panics, riots, demonstrations, natural disasters
     4. mass phenomena such as public opinion, hysterias, rumors, urban myths
     5. mass consumption and activity behaviors, including fads and crazes
     6. complex collective behavior, including cults, social movements, revolutions
Learning Objectives
Some of the learning objectives in this course include:
     1. become familiar with the concepts, terminology, and theories used in the study of collective behavior

     2. be able to identify and define different types of collective behavior
     3. understand the influence of collective behavior on individuals

     4. understand the relationship between collective behavior and social change

     5. understand how social institutions respond to collective behavior

Required Texts
Assigned articles, readings, and material posted in the “Learning Modules” link on our WebCT site (listed on the schedule below).


Grading 
	6 Writing Assignments            10% each (total 60%) 

(due dates on schedule 

below, details in WebCt 
       “Learning Modules”)

Course Examination          

      Mon., Dec. 14                                 20%  (MC)

      Due no later than Wed., Dec. 16    20%  (Final Paper)  
	       Semester Grades

   A+  =  98-100                  B -  =  80-82 

   A    =  93-97                    C+  =  77-79  

   A -  =  90-92                    C    =  73-76  

   B+  =  87-89                    C-   =  70-72 

   B    =  83-86                     D   =  60-69

             



Writing Assignments
All writing assignments are based on articles posted on WebCt in the “Learning Modules” section.  In the “Learning Modules” section, just look in the link for each week to access the assigned article.  All writing assignments must be typed, using the Article Worksheet, and are due by the dates listed below on the schedule. To complete each writing assignment use the “Article Worksheet” on WebCt (posted in the “Learning Modules” link under in each Week’s link).  Under some circumstances, Writing Assignments may be accepted late for half the credit.
Final Exam

There is a Final Exam based on class material.  A concise “Final Review Guide” will be posted in the “Learning Modules” a week before you take the Final Exam.
Final Paper

Final Paper (at least 5 full pages on course related topic; 5 pages does NOT include references/works cited). “Final Paper Instructions” can be viewed in the “Learning Modules” section of our WebCt site.  Format instructions and topic selection to be discussed throughout course.  Final Paper grade includes the Final Paper and presenting your topic in-class (see “Weekly Schedule” below).
Attendance/Participation
UNM requires that students attend class and avoid disrupting the classroom by arriving late and leaving early.  However, UNM officially states in the 2009/2010 Academic Catalog (page 43) that “policies regarding student attendance at class meetings are set by each instructor.”  UNM policy also states that “it is the student’s responsibility to initiate drops or complete withdrawals utilizing http://registrar.unm.edu/ or LoboWeb http://my.unm.edu .”
     UNM requests attendance data from the “Instructor of Record” at the end of the semester with course grades.  I call roll and take attendance so that I can learn everyone’s name, and so that I can provide this attendance data requested by UNM.  If you miss more than 3 class sessions, your grade will be negatively affected (depending on how many classes missed, the effects on your grade can range from a full letter grade reduction to failing).  If you have a schedule conflict, please see me immediately, so that we can discuss your options.
Policy on Academic Dishonesty from The Pathfinder:

The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the expected standards. Any student judged to have engaged in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and/or for the course. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; or hindering the academic work of other students. 
Student Support Services
In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506 as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  By law, special needs must be documented by Accessibility Services each semester and must be documented and received by the course instructor before any accommodations can be provided.

SCHEDULE
The schedule is meant as a guide.  The instructor may decide to devote more or less time to material as needed and material not listed below will be covered in class.   However, all “due” dates and exam dates will remain as scheduled below.         
                              
    Mondays/Wednesdays          

	WK
	DAY
	  ASSIGNMENTS DUE and EXAMS
	TOPICS

	1
	Oct. 19
	Introduction to course; accessing reading assignments; using UNM libraries and online technology; Week 1 topics.

Read: “Week 1 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 1 link.
	introduction; overview; basic concepts;
Contagion Theory;
Emergent Norm Perspective

	
	Oct. 21
	 Due: Read and Writing Article Assignment #1.  Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 1.  : 
“The Disorderly Crowd: From Classical Psychological Reductionism to Socio-Contextual Theory” (Waddington et al, 2005~ 11 pages Webct)
	

	2
	Oct. 26
	Read: “Week 2 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 2 link.


	general categories of collective behavior;
riots

	
	Oct. 28
	 Due: Read and Writing Article Assignment #2. Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 2.  This week you select ONE of the following articles:
“Dynamics of Collective Violence: Food Riots in Contemporary Argentina” (Auyero, 2007)
“Riot in the Curve: Soccer Fans in Twenty-first Century Italy” (Guschwan, 2007)
“Movements and Memory: The Making of the Stonewall Myth” (Armstrong et al, 2006)
“Safety in Numbers? Modeling Crowds and Designing Control for the Notting Hill Carnival” (Batty et al, 2003)

	

	3
	Nov. 2
	Read: “Week 3 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 3 link.


	riots and formal social control 

	Wk

3
	Nov. 4
	Due: Read and Writing Article Assignment #3.  Details and articles in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 3. This week you select ONE of the following articles:
“Gender, Race, and Rumours: Re-examining the 1943 Race Riots” (Johnson, 1998)
“Forging Social Order and Its Breakdown: Riot and Reform in U.S. Prisons” (Useem and Goldstone, 2002)
“Accountability Processes and Group Dynamics: a SIDE Perspective on the Policing of an Anti-capitalist Riot” (Cronin et al, 2009)
“Cop Rock: Protest, Identity, and Dancing Riot Police in Jordan” (Schwedler, 2005)

	

	4
	Nov. 9
	Read: “Week 4 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 4 link.

In-class discussion: You explain the Final Paper topic you are considering.


	sightings; 

apparitions;

religious phenomena;
rumors; 
informal social communication

	
	Nov. 11
	Due: Read and Writing Article Assignment #4.  Details and articles in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 4. This week you select ONE of the following articles for your WA #4:

“ ‘A Saucerful of Secrets’: An Interdisciplinary Analysis of UFO Experiences” (Dewan, 2006)
“Lies and Rumors: An Analysis of

Collective Efficacy, Rumors, and Fear in the

Wake of Katrina” (Thomas, 2007)

“The Apparitions of the Virgin Mary of Medjugorje: the Convergence of Croatian Nationalism and Her Apparitions” (Skrbiš, 2005)
“Talking Toads and Chinless Ghosts: The Politics of ‘Superstitious’ Rumors in the People's Republic of China, 1961-1965” (Smith, 2006)

“Management Are Aliens! Rumors and Stress During Organizational Change” (Bordia et al, 2006)
	

	5
	Nov. 16
	Read: “Week 5 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 5 link.
	fads and crazes;
millennialism;

religion/spirituality

	
	Nov. 18
	Due : Read and Writing Article Assignment #5.

Details and articles in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 5.  This week you select ONE of the following articles for your WA #5:
“The Adventures of the Human Fly, 1830-1930” (Smith, 2008)
“The Life Cycle of Academic Management Fads” (Birnbaum, 2000)

“The 2012 Phenomenon: New Age Appropriation of an Ancient Mayan Calendar” (Sitler, 2006)
“Religion, Politics, and Salvation: Latin American Millenarian Movements” (Villa-Flores, 2007)

“Plastic Shamans and Astroturf Sun Dances: New Age Commercialization of Native American Spirituality” (Aldred, 2000)
	

	6
	Nov. 23
	Read: “Week 6 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week 6 link.
	 complex collective behavior;

 
social movements

	
	Nov. 25
	
	

	    UNM Thanksgiving Holiday, November 26-29, Thursday-Sunday

	7
	Nov. 30
	Read: “Week 7 Material” in “Learning Modules” Week  7 link.
	complex collective behavior;


social movements

	
	Dec. 2
	  Due : Read and Writing Article Assignment #6

Details and article in WebCt “Learning Modules” for Week 7.   STUDENT’S CHOICE---this week you select ONE of the following articles for your WA #6:


"Collective Identity and Social Movements" (Polletta and Jasper,  2001)
“ ‘Rousers of the Rabble’ in the New Mexico Land Grant War: La Alianza Federal De Mercedes and the Violence of the State” (Correia, 2008)
“American Indian Women's Activism in the 1960s and 1970s” (Hightower-Langston, 2003)

“International Opportunities and Domestic Protest: Zapatistas, Mexico and the New World Economy” (Muñoz, 2006)

“Ritual, Symbol, and Experience: Understanding Catholic Worker House Masses” (Spickard, 2005)

“Covert Repertoires: Ecotage in the UK” (Plows et al, 2004)

“Activist Forest Monks, Adult Learning and the Buddhist Environmental Movement in Thailand” (Walter, 2007)
“Music in Movement: Cultural Politics and Old and New Social Movements” (Eyerman, 2002)

“Environmental Justice in the US-Mexico Borderlands” (Johnson and Niemeyer, 2008)
	

	8
	Dec. 7
	Final Paper Presentations

-Prepare a 1 page outline of your Final Paper, bring 2 copies to class with you.
	

	
	Dec. 9
	Final Paper Presentations

-Prepare a 1 page outline of your Final Paper, bring 2 copies to class with you.
	

	FW
	Dec. 14
	Course Final Examination : Standardized Part of Final Examination


	Standardized Final Examination

Final Paper: 5 FULL Pages 

Works Cited or Bibliography at end

Pages numbers on every page

	FW
	Dec. 16
	DUE:  Final Paper (5 full pages PLUS Works Cited on course related topic).

Format instructions and topic selection to be discussed throughout course—detailed instructions posted on Webct.


	

	UNM FINAL EXAMS WEEK   --- No Regularly Scheduled Classes---December 14-19, Monday-Saturday


