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Required Readings: All articles and book chapters required in the course will be available at e-reserves.  You can access E-Reserves from the Zimmerman home page, find my name (Alexis Padilla) and enter the Password: scholar345.  To access all course materials you will need a UNM email address.  Please contact UNM Academic Technology Services (ATS) for details on how to obtain one, if necessary.  
Course Prerequisites:

All students enrolled in this course should have successfully completed Sociology 101.

Course Description 

                                          What Is Done To Children, They Will Do To Society.  
                                                                                                     Karl Menninger 

In this course, youth in America is the center of study. While the bulk of this course concentrates on American youth, with frequency, we will incorporate examples of young life in other societies. Since we have all been children and young adults, we are all experts. Building critically on our own individual experience, and often in contrast to our fixed beliefs, we will examine this time of  life through a sociological lens. This means that we will be looking at how socio-historical situations have formed society's perception and  socialization of youth. We will analyze theoretical perspectives of childhood and discuss how various agents of  socialization shape contemporary youth. Some examples of these agents are: education, the family, the state i.e. the legal system, and peer groups. 

Course Objective
To familiarize students with some of the questions and problems being addressed by sociologist and examine research on children and adolescents. By the end of the semester, students will have a greater understanding of the intricate dynamics between society and youth culture the interaction and impact each has on the other. With this knowledge students will be able to critically evaluate present and future research and policy decisions in this area.
Class Discussions

A critical classroom has dialogical interactions. It is safe for learning and free of impositions.  Therefore in this, as in every class I teach, we collectively commit to making sure that all members of the class treat each other with respect, especially when perspectives differ.  Direct challenges to expressed views are acceptable.  Vigorous debate is fine.  Nevertheless, a student or the instructor should never feel threatened by a class member.  All challenges should take place with the hope of bridging diverse perspectives, so as to making them as enriching and fruitful as possible.

Tardies

Much of the important activities of the class sessions for this course will happen in the first few minutes.  General announcements and discussion group formation need to happen quickly in order for us to maximize our class time.  For our purposes, a tardy is when the student arrives after the scheduled beginning time for the class session (except when the student communicates in advance extenuating circumstances, which may not occur more than twice).  If the student is in doubt whether she/he is tardy, then the student should consult the instructor when class is over.  Each tardy instance drops one-half letter grade of the total participation grade for the class.  Three instances of tardiness are the same as one unexcused absence and counts as such for all intents and purposes.  Finally, late submissions drop a full letter per day.  Hence, I will receive no assignment after four days, as it would be a failing assignment.
Academic Integrity

Ethics and honesty are critical to academic and life success.  You are expected at all times to follow university policies concerning academic integrity.  Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters.  The university reserves the right to take disciplinary action including dismissal against and student who is found responsible for academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the standards.  Any student who has been judged to engage in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and for the course.

Students are expected to follow the guidelines in the UNM Student Code of Conduct.  The Student Code of Conduct can be accessed at http://www.unm.edu/~doso/DOSJCodeIntro.htm.

Course Requirements

1.  Participation
Attendance, group participation/engagement, punctual arrival to class, and insightful involvement in class discussions plus two individual paper presentations will constitute 27% of your final grade.  See the sections on “Attendance” and “Tardiness” for the guidelines on how these aspects will be connected to your participation grade. At the instructor’s discretion, at least 10 of these points will be connected to group as well as individual participation activities. Therefore, you must comply very carefully with all agreed work allocation responsibilities in your group. You must do so punctually and with the provision of excellent quality products. In addition, you will be named as the expert in some sessions for specific readings I will explicitly assign to you. You must be present and prepared to summarize critically these readings in class, provide written outlines to me in advance and to the entire class the day of your presentation. Failing to attend class these particular days will have extra consequences as far as the grading of your overall attendance.
2.  Final Group Debate Paper
(Due: 10/12)

The final requirement of this course is a 9-page, double-spaced group debate paper.  
A) Very important: Please be rigorous in using ASA or APA guidelines for style and formatting (such as using 12-point font, proper margins, etc.).  
B) At least 60% of your references in this group debate paper must be from peer reviewed periodicals or scholarly books.  In order to ensure your early focus on compiling these references, your group will provide an annotated bibliography on your topic with a minimum of 24 items.  This bibliography will be due with your paper prospectus (9/16.  
C) Your team will pick a topic directly related to the sociology of childhood and youth, socialization/control, youth related socio-legal studies, sociology of education, youth centered political sociology issues, or a relevant interdisciplinary variation of these topics.  The paper should have a significant theoretical dimension, even if it is empirically based.  Your group will either be in favor or against an “asset based” approach in dealing with this topic. You will collectively ascertain the implications of having such a position. Your whole argument will center on this. 
D) Your group will let me know through a written two-page prospectus due on 9/16, the same due date that applies to the annotated bibliography mentioned above, what general ideas you are considering for your final paper.  
E) In addition to the paper, your group will present the key aspects of the paper’s argument and/or project results during the last week of class.  
F) A high quality draft of the paper is due before the final group debate paper is due (9/30).  We will talk much more about the final paper as the class proceeds.  
G) The final paper, its prospectus, the corresponding annotated bibliography, the draft, and the group presentation account for 37% of your final grade.  Finally, please be aware that all these always require both hard copy and electronic versions in order for them to be considered as properly submitted.

3. Theory Driven Critical Movie Analyses
I will assign four written exercises that will require critical analysis of movies shown in class.  
A) I will give you two questions for you to choose one of them.  You will provide a two-page critical response in essay format. 
B) Your essay must contain an introduction section, a body, and a concluding section with areas for further theoretical development, research, or policy analysis/reformulation about youth issues.  
C) In outlining your critical essays, you will always develop your argument departing from the readings assigned.  In other words, you will make explicit reference, paraphrase, and summarize pertinent arguments brought up in the readings as you build your own thesis.  
D) Very important: In these essays, you will use ASA or APA body text and references at the end. Compliance with this item will ostensively affect grading.  
E) Hard copies of the essays will be due in class the following Wednesday, exactly a week after you receive the questions in class.  Electronic submissions of these essays will also be due on the same day before class.  
F) Critical Movie Analyses constitute 36% of your semester grade, 9% each. 

Evaluation

Group prospectus, annotated bibliography, draft, final Presentations/papers
37%

Punctual Attendance/individual and group Participation/reading summaries
27%

Critical Movie Analyses

36%
Grading Scale

94-100 = A

77 - 79 = C+

90 - 93 = A-

71 - 76 = C

87 - 89 = B+

65 - 70 = C-

84 - 86 = B

61 - 64 = D

80 - 83 = B-

60 or less = F

Attendance

Attendance is key.  Much of the classroom learning comes from engaging in discussions/debates, watching films, and sharing personal experiences.  Excused absences are only those where the student gives the instructor a doctor's note for an illness or a formal memo for an exceptional job -related activity.  Conference presentations can also count as an excused absence.  Excused absences are counted as a missed class, however. By their very nature, these cannot be too frequent.  Hence, only one excused absence will not impact your participation grade; two or more will.  All other types of absences are considered unexcused.  Unexcused absences drop one letter grade off of your total participation grade for the class.  Very important, regardless of circumstances, A fourth absence or three consecutive absences mean, per university policy, that the instructor may (and will) drop you from the course, regardless of how late in the semester this occurs. Failing to sign the signing list will mean that you will be counted absent. Therefore, it is the responsibility of each student to make sure that her/his formal signature is there. 

Other Important Student Responsibilities

Readings

Specific readings for each week are identified in your course schedule. You are responsible for keeping up with the readings in all lectures, discussions, assignments, etc.  I will always assume that you have read the assigned materials.

Concerning Disabilities

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506, Mesa Vista Hall, Room 2021.
Course Schedule
8/24 — Introduction.

8/26 —  Theory. 

      Corsaro "Sociology of Childhood" pg. 2-27. 
      (All students will be responsible for this reading)
8/31 —  Theory, part 2. 

      Corsaro "Sociology of Childhood" pg. 45-67. 

      (All students will be responsible for this reading)

9/2 —    Family & Education. 

1) Corsaro " Sociology of Childhood pg. 69-89
2) Schoon, I. (2004). “Socioeconomic Adversity, Educational Resilience, and Subsequent Levels of Adult Adaptation” Journal of  Adolescent Research, Vol. 19 (4) July 2004, pg 383-404

3) Irwin, C. (2007). Monochrome Days. New York: Oxford U. Press  (preface and chapter 1)

4) Meiners, E. R. (2007). Right to be hostile: schools, prisons, and the making of public enemies. New York: Routledge (chapter 1)
5) Adler &Adler “Peer Power” (Chapter 5)
6) Marczak et al. (2006, Winter). “What’s up? What young teens and parents want from youth programs,”  New Directions in Youth Development, 112, pg. 192-204.

9/7 —    Labor Day.
9/9 — Youth Rights, Youth Politics and Civic Engagement.
1) Nunez & Marx, "And Justice for All: The Legal Rights of Young People," (Chapter 5 –The Right to Privacy) pg. 70-94

2) Irwin (chapter 6)
3) Flanagan, C. ( 2005). "Children and Politics: What Does Democracy Mean? Correlates of 

      Adolescents' Views"  Journal of Adolescent Research, Vol. 20(2), pg. 193-218

4) O’Toole. (2003). “Engaging with Young People’s Conception of the Political” Children’s Geographies, Vol. 1(1), pg. 71–90;
5) Meiners, Right to be hostile (chapter 5).  
9/14 —    Movie #1.

9/16 — Special Activities. 
        Critical Movie Analysis questions provided; Prospectus & Annotated Bibliography due    

        today)
9/21 —    Movie #2.

9/23 —    Peer Relationships. 
1) Adler &Adler, "Dynamics of Inclusion and Exclusion in Preadolescent Cliques" Social 
             Psychology Quarterly Vol. 58 (3) pg. 145-162
2) Eder, "The Cycle of Popularity," Sociology. of  Education. Vol., 58(3) pg. 154-165.
      (Second Critical Movie Analysis questions provided; First Critical Movie Analysis due   

        today) 

  9/28 —    Movie #3.

9/30 — Gender & Sex. 

1) Thorne, "Boys and Girls Together... But Mostly Apart," pg. 29-47

2) Jaccard, Dittus and Gordon.  (1996). "Maternal Correlates of Adolescent Sexual and Contraceptive Behavior," Family   Planning,  Vol. 28 (4), pg. 165-185
3) Thomas and Dimitrov. (2007). “Effects of a Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program on Teens’ Attitudes Toward Sexuality: A Latent Trait Modeling Approach,” Developmental Psychology, vol. 43(1), pg. 173-185

4) Prusank. (2007). “Masculinities in Teen Magazines: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly,” The Journal of Men’s Studies, vol. 15(2), pg. 160-177.   
     (Third Critical Movie Analysis questions provided; Second Critical Movie Analysis due                      

       today;  Debate Paper Draft due today) 
10/5 — Movie #4. 
10/7 — Self Image, Media and the “Adult” Economy for Youth. 

1) Kinney, "From Nerd to Normal," Sociology of Education, Vol. 66, 1993, pg. 21-40
2)  Cheng and  Furnham. (2004). “Perceived Parental Rearing Style, Self-Esteem And Self-Criticism As Predictors  of Happiness,” Journal of Happiness Studies, vol. 5, pg. 1-21
3) Males, Mike A. (Framing Youth Chapter 8) "Myth: The Media Tell the Truth about Youth" pg. 260-298
4) Stern.  (2005). “Self-Absorbed, Dangerous, and Disengaged: What Popular Films     

             Tell Us About Teenagers,” Mass  Communication and Society, vol. 8(1), pg. 23-38 

5) Meiners, Right to be hostile (chapter 3)
6) McMahon and   Luthar. (2006). “Patterns and Correlates of Substance Use Among Affluent, Suburban High School  Students,”    Journal of Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology, vol.  35(1), pg. 72-89.                 
   (Last Critical Movie Analysis questions provided; Third Critical Movie Analysis due today) 

10/12 — Group Debates, Part 1. 

     (Final Group Paper due Today)  
10/14 —   Last Group Debates.
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