Classical Social Theory
Sociology 371: 001
Instructor: Anwar Ouassini



Classroom: DSH 127
Class Dates: August 26- December 16
Time: Every Wednesday at 7-930 pm
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11 am-12pm and by appointment.




Office: Social Science Building 1075

Office Phone: 277-8316

Email: ouassini@unm.edu (please use email to contact me)

Graduate Assistant: Benjamin Waddel
Email:
Office Hours: By Appointment 

*All readings for the course are on E-reserves

Course Objectives: 
This course is designed to give students an overview of the development of classical sociological theory from the 1800’s through to the 1900s. The theorists discussed in this course have generally been labeled classical sociological theorists because they were instrumental in establishing the academic discipline of sociology. Hence we will cover the major thinkers that constitute this tradition including Comte, Marx, Durkheim, Weber, and others. In covering these major theorists we hope to become well versed in the classical body of theoretical knowledge which has tremendously influenced the discipline of sociology. Moreover, this course will encourage students to think critically by applying classical theoretical paradigms to contemporary issues. 
● The Instructor reserves the right to change any material/ requirements on the syllabus.

Course requirements: 

1. There will be an in-class quiz every other class. The quizzes are short answer type of questions.  Each quiz will be based on the lecture and readings. Along with the short in-class quizzes, you have a final exam paper in which I want you to critically apply one or many of the theoretical perspectives introduced to you in class to an important social issue you care about. And finally, I want you to present your paper to the class in a short 5-10 minute presentation.
(more info will be given as we move along in the semester)
2. Along with the quizzes, there will be weekly response papers that I will assign you throughout the course to which you must discuss your opinions of the readings, films, and class discussions. The response papers should be about a page long. Students will receive full credit as long as papers are turned in on time. 
3. Work/Quizzes can be handed in late or made up only if you make arrangements with me prior to the absence. Any unforeseeable absences must be documented in order for work to be accepted late or made up.

Grade Breakdown:

Reading Reports:    20% 

Attendance: 10%

Quizzes: 40%
Presentation: 10%

Final Exam #4: 20%

Grading: 

A+   97-100%   

A     93- 97%       
C     73-75%

A-    90- 92%         
C-    70-72%

B+   86- 89%        
D+   66-69%

B     83- 85%         
D     63-65%

B-    80- 82%       
D-    60-62%

C+   76-79%        
F      Below 59%

Common courtesy: Turn off cell phones and stow headphones and other electronic devices for the duration of the class. Also, please refrain from rude and annoying behaviors. 

Academic Dishonesty: Cases of cheating (including plagiarism—representing someone else’s work as your own) will be dealt with according to policies set forth in the The Pathfinder, UNM’s official student policies manual.

Special Needs: 

Any Student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. For further information, contact Student Support Services at (505) 277-3506. 

PLEASE CHECK E-RESERVES FOR SCHEDULED READINGS

SCHEDULE



Theme






       
Week 1                               Introductions/ what is theory/ Europe during the enlightenment era
Week 2             
                 Development of sociology: Hegel, Feuerbach, Montesquieu, De Tocqueville






Week 3                              Positivistic Tradition: August Comte, Saint Simon, Herbert Spencer  
Week 4

                Karl Marx: Sociology as social criticism
Week 5                              Emile Durkheim: Sociology as social integration  
Week 6                              Max Weber- Interpretive sociology


Week 7                              Simmel/ Tonnies
Week 8                              Michels/ Mosca/ Gramcsi


Week 9                              Pareto/ Sorkin/ Mannheim
Week 10                            Robert Merton/ Parsons
Week 11                            George Herbert Mead/ Erving Goffman
Week 12                            Norbert Elias/ Makhail Bakhtin
Week 13                            Veblen/ Robert Park/ C. Wright Mills
Week 14                            WEB Dubois
Week 15                            Early Feminist Scholars/ Presentations
Week 16                            Contemporary Sociological Theory/ Turn in Final Papers
