Sociology 371
Classical Sociological Theory
University of New Mexico

Main Campus

Fall 2009

3 Credit Hours
Instructor Information:

· Alexis Padilla, Ph.D.
· Phone: 272-9872 (day time & voicemail 24 hours)

· E-Mail: <m3689@unm.edu>
· Office Location: HSC, North Campus
· Office Hours:  Tuesdays, after class – 2:39 and rest of pm, Always by Appointment
Meeting Information:
· Dane Smith Hall, Room 228
· Tuesdays and Thursdays 
· 12:30 – 1:45 pm 
Course Prerequisite 
Completion of undergraduate level Sociology 101 with a minimum grade of C-.
Course Description

Comparative in depth analysis of major contributions to the theoretical grounding of sociology in the 19th and 20th century: Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Simmel, and other important sociological meta-theorists.
Textbooks/Materials
Marx, Karl. (2000). Selected Writings, 2nd edition. New York: Oxford University Press. (Available at UNM bookstore) 

Extensive additional readings will be available for required download at e-reserves.  You can access E-Reserves from the Zimmerman home page; find my last name (Padilla) and enter the password scholar371.  To access all course materials you will need a UNM email address.  Please contact UNM CIRT for details on how to obtain one, if necessary.
Course Requirements & Attendance
Students enrolled for credit, credit/no credit, or audit are expected to attend all class sessions.  I will take attendance both verbally and through a signing list to be regarded as the formal evidence of being present for class sessions.  A student with excessive absences—15% of total class hours—will be dropped from the class.  Students should therefore assume they will be dropped from the class automatically once they fit this criterion.  The sequence will work as follows: one absence, no penalty; two absences unexcused, one letter grade off of the student’s total grade; two absences excused, half a letter grade off; three absences unexcused, one and a half, etc. By the fifth absence, regardless of the reason, there will be an automatic instructor initiated drop. Three consecutive absences will bring about the same consequence, especially if the student hasn’t shown up for the first two weeks of class and fails to let me know her/his situation. 
In addition, it must be absolutely clear that absences do not relieve students of the responsibility for missed assignments, presentations and exams, if applicable.  Students must take the initiative in arranging with me via e-mail to make up missed work within the week after the assignment was missed (no later, please). Also, students who enroll late in this course must understand that the classes they miss before enrolling do count for purposes of the five absences specification stipulated here. The only difference is that these absences will be considered excused, of course, since they are beyond the control of these students. 
Class Discussions

A critical classroom has dialogical interactions. It is safe for learning and free of impositions.  Therefore in this, as in every class I teach, we collectively commit to making sure that all members of the class treat each other with respect, especially when perspectives differ.  Direct challenges to expressed views are acceptable.  Vigorous debate is fine.  Nevertheless, a student or the instructor should never feel threatened by a class member.  All challenges should take place with the hope of bridging diverse perspectives, so as to making them as enriching and fruitful as possible.

Tardies

Much of the important activities of the class sessions for this course will happen in the first few minutes.  General announcements and discussion group formation need to happen quickly in order for us to maximize our class time.  For our purposes, a tardy is when the student arrives after the scheduled beginning time for the class session (except when the student communicates in advance extenuating circumstances, which may not occur more than twice).  If the student is in doubt whether she/he is tardy, then the student should consult the instructor when class is over.  Each tardy instance drops one-half letter grade of the total participation grade for the class.  Three instances of tardiness are the same as one unexcused absence and counts as such for all intents and purposes; please see above for details.  Finally, late submissions drop a full letter per day.  Hence, I will receive no assignment after four days, as it would be a failing assignment.
Academic Integrity

Ethics and honesty are critical to academic and life success.  You are expected at all times to follow university policies concerning academic integrity.  Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters.  The university reserves the right to take disciplinary action including dismissal against and student who is found responsible for academic dishonesty or who otherwise fails to meet the standards.  Any student who has been judged to engage in academic dishonesty in course work may receive a reduced or failing grade for the work in question and for the course.

Students are expected to follow the guidelines in the UNM Student Code of Conduct.  The Student Code of Conduct can be accessed at http://www.unm.edu/~doso/DOSJCodeIntro.htm.
Exams

The only exam established in this class is take-home. Therefore, no make-up exams are necessary. All students will be obliged to obtain the questions from me via e-mail during the week when I give the exam to the entire class and make a substantive effort to complete it by the due date specified below (see page 4); no exceptions. 
Coursework Information:

· Theoretical Movie Analysis Papers: Three theory driven analysis papers for movies shown in class; two pages in length (11 points each)

· Mid-Term Exam:  A take home essay exam to be composed in groups. (20 points)

· Final Concept Paper:  A final paper on a chosen set of theory elements for the author assigned. The paper should be eight pages long and fully address the theory concepts selected in a congruent, well integrated/articulated manner with full compliance as far as ASA or APA style is concerned.  Students will also summarize the main points for this paper during the final day of classes. (The grade for final paper and presentations is 21 points)

·  Class participation and Theory Presentations: Two presentations total. (26 points)
Grading

Grading will conform to the following:

	A+ = 100%
	B+ = 88-89%
	C+ = 78-79%
	D+ = 68-69%
	F = below 60%

	A = 94-99%
	B = 84-87%
	C = 74-77%
	D = 64-67%
	

	A- = 90-93%
	B- = 80-83%
	C- = 70-73%
	D- = 60-63%
	


· All late work will be penalized 10to 20 % of possible points and no late work will be received after one week of the due date.

· In the event UNM closes during finals week, final grades for students will be calculated based on all work assessed up to that point in the course. Remember that we do not have a final exam in this class. 
Concerning Disabilities

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506, Mesa Vista Hall, Room 2021.
Schedule of Assignments/Readings
August 25 – Course Introduction.
August 27 – Introducing Sociological Theory and Marx.

Marx, Selected Writings  p. 1.
(First Set of Presentations Assigned; Groups Formed) 

September 1 – Movie # 1 Introduced.
Reading from E-Reserves: Berki, “Through and Through Hegel…” (All Students). 
September 3 – Movie #1 Continued.
(First Movie Analysis Questions Provided) 

September 8 – Presentations on Marx, Part 1.

 Marx, Selected Writings
pp. 5-8 (all students); 15-42 (G1); 46-82 (G2); 83-121 (G3). 

September 10 – Presentations on Marx, Part 2.

 Marx, Selected Writings pp. 141-145 (All Students); 145-174 (G4); 175-208 (G5); 209-236 (G6). 
(First Movie Analysis Due; Hard copy and E-Mail Attachments Required)
September 15 – Presentations on Marx, Part 3.

Marx, Selected Writings pp. 239-244 (All Students); 245-272 (G7); 273-302 (G8); 329-355 (G9); 303-328 & 368-372 (G10). 
September 17 – Presentations on Marx, Part 4.

Marx, Selected Writings pp. 375-378 (All Students); 379-423 (G11*****); 424-451 (G12); 452-491 (G13*****); 492-525 (G14****). 
September 22 – Presentations on Marx, Part 5.

Marx, Selected Writings pp. 571-574 (All Students); 525-561 (G15); 583-616 (G16). 
September 24 – Introducing Weber. 

E-Reserves: Kelberg’s Introduction to Weber, The Protestant Ethic and The Spirit of Capitalism with Other Writings… pp. 3-58 (All Students). 
September 29 – Movie #2 Introduced. 
E-Reserves: Hutt, “Pierre Bourdieu on the Verstehende Soziologie of Max Weber.”  
October 1 – Movie #2 Continued. 

(Annotated Bibliography for Final Concept Paper Due in hard copy and via e-mail; Second Movie Analysis Questions Provided Today).  

October 6 – Presentations on Weber, Part 1. 

E-Reserves: Weber, The Protestant Ethic… chs. 1-3 (G1); ch. 4 (G2).
October 8 – Presentations on Weber, Part 2. 

E-Reserves: Weber, The Protestant Ethic… pp. 223-237 (All Students); 238-269 (G3); 370-406 (G4); 407-430 (G5). 
October 13 – Summarizing and Critiquing Marx and Weber. 

E-Reserves: Katz, “The Problems of Europocentrism and Evolutionism in Marx's Writings on Colonialism;” Redner, “Beyond Marx-Weber: A Diversified and International Approach to the State.”  
October 15 – Fall Break. 

October 20 – Introducing Durkheim.
E-Reserves: Giddens Introduction to Durkheim, Selected Writings pp. 1-50 (All Students).
October 22 – Presentations on Durkheim, Part 1. 
E-Reserves: Durkheim, Selected Writings pp. 123-140 (All Students); 51-88 (G6); 141-188 (G7). 
October 27 – Presentations on Durkheim, Part 2. 

E-Reserves: Durkheim, Selected Writings pp. 189-202 (All Students); 203-238 (G8); 239-268 (G9). 
October 29 – Introducing Simmel (E-Reserves TBA). 

November 4 – Presentations on Simmel, Part 1 (E-Reserves TBA). 
November 6 – Presentations on Simmel, Part 2. 
(E-Reserves TBA; Group Take-Home Questions Provided). 

November 11 – Movie #3 Introduced. 

November 13 – Movie #3 Continued. 

November 18 – Movie #3 Continued. 

(Last Movie Analysis Questions Provided).
November 20 – Introducing Du Bois. 

E-Reserves: Introduction to The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois Reader pp. 1-36 (All Students). 
(Group Take-Home Due in Hard Copy and Via E-Mail; Final Concept Paper Drafts Due in Hard Copy and Via E-Mail). 
November 25 – Presentations on Du Bois (E-Reserves TBA). 

November 27 – Thanksgiving. 

December 2 – General Summary: Discerning The Classical Sociological Imagination.

(E-Reserves TBA; 
Final Concept Paper Presentations, Part 1).
December 4 – Final Concept Paper Presentations, Part 2.

(Last Movie Analysis Due in Hard Copy and Via E-Mail;
Final Concept Papers Due in Hard Copy and Via E-Mail). 
December 9 – Final Concept Paper Presentations, Part 3.
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