Sociology 381.004

Social Data Analysis

DSH 324

TR 5:00-6:15

Instructor:  Dale Willits

Office:  SSCI 1063
Office Hours: T 3:30-4:30

Phone: 277-8992 (not a good way to reach me)

Email: dwillits@unm.edu 

Course Goals:  This course is designed to be an introduction to the basic statistical techniques employed in the analysis of quantitative sociological data.  Furthermore, this course is intended to prepare students for Sociology 481.  Generally speaking, this course can be divided into three sections:  descriptive statistics, probability, and inferential statistics.  

Text:  Elementary Statistics, by Larson and Farber (4rd Edition)

Calculator:  You will need a scientific calculator (it should have, in the very least, a square root function) for this course.  You do not need a graphing calculator. 

WebCT: The WebCT site for this course can be found at vista.unm.edu.  Assignments, grades, solutions, and announcements will be posted on this site.  You are expected to check it regularly.

Course Requirements:

Homework:  There will be weekly homework assigned in this course.  Homework will generally be done on Tuesdays, covering material from the previous week.  Homework is graded on an effort basis, meaning students will receive full credit if appear to have genuinely attempted the homework problems.  Students are encouraged to work on homework assignments in groups.  Solutions for selected homework questions will be posted on WebCT.  Because the homework is graded on an effort basis, students are strongly encouraged to check their work against the posted solutions.  Late homework will not be accepted.  Homework is worth 10% of your final grade.

Exams:  There will be two in-class exams and one cumulative final exam for this course.  The in-class exams are worth 25% of your grade each, while the cumulative final is worth 40% of your grade.  Exams are not curved.  Make-up exams will only be given for university approved absences (see the university course catalog for a list of approved absences) and only with appropriate documentation.  In the event that a student knows they will miss an exam, they should: 1.) Talk to me about this PRIOR to the exam and 2.) make arrangements to take the exam before the scheduled exam date.  

Grades:

Homework: 10%

Exam 1: 25%

Exam 2: 25%

Final Exam: 40%

Grade Scale:  

	A+: 99-100%
	B+: 88-89%
	C+: 78-79%
	D: 60-69%

	A: 93-98%
	B: 83-87%
	C: 73-77%
	F: < 60%

	A-: 90-92%
	B-: 80-82%
	C: 70-72%
	


Policy Issues:

Attendance:  Attendance is strongly encouraged.  I will not, however, take attendance in-class.   You are responsible for what goes on during class, regardless of whether you are there or not.

Electronic Items:  All communication devices (cell phones, laptops, etc.) are to be turned off during class.  

Classroom Etiquette: Be respectful of your fellow students and of your instructor.   In particular, it is not appropriate to sleep, read other books, have conversations, or otherwise engage in disrespectful and/or disruptive behavior during class.  

Academic Dishonesty:  Do not cheat on the exams.  If you are caught cheating, I will give you an F for the course and turn your name over to the appropriate university officials.  Note! The use of electronic devices, other than a calculator, during a test will be taken as evidence of cheating. 

Special Needs:  In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information,contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 

Important Dates!

Fall Break: October 15-16 (No class on the 15th)

Thanksgiving: November 26-29 (No class on the 26th)

Exam 1:  Thursday, October 1st

Exam 2:  Tuesday, November 24th 
Final Exam:  Thursday, December 17th (5:30 pm – 7:30 pm (normal classroom) 

