AMERICAN RELIGIOUS PEACE MOVEMENTS

SOC 398.02/REL 447.02

INSTRUCTOR:  Sharon Erickson Nepstad

OFFICE: Hokona-Zuni 362                   PHONE: 277-0540




EMAIL: nepstad@unm.edu                   OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays 12:30-1:30, Thursdays 11:00-12:00, and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Recent historical events have piqued interest in religion’s capacity for violence and terrorism.  Yet religion has also inspired a variety of peace movements.  This class will introduce students to religious traditions of pacifism and nonviolence.  Using sociological theories, the course provides insight into the spiritual roots of activism in U.S. movements against war and militarism.  
OBJECTIVES
The goal of this course is to enable students 

*To think sociologically about how religion can challenge military policies and war                *To understand the various resources that religious groups can offer movements               *To deepen their knowledge of nonviolent traditions in major U.S. religious groups  *To develop an appreciation for religious contributions to peace and social change

YOUR ROLE IN THIS COURSE
Education is not a spectator sport.  Learning requires engagement and you will find that your experience is more pleasurable and profitable when you are actively involved.  Therefore, I anticipate that you will adhere to the following expectations:

1. I would like to create an open atmosphere of discussion, dialogue, and questioning.  I want to move away from what Paulo Freire calls the "banking concept” of education in which I make “deposits” that you receive, memorize, and repeat.  Everyone has insights that can enrich our sociological exploration of religion. Therefore, I anticipate that you will bring your ideas and observations to our ongoing dialogue in class. 

2. A rich discussion requires the freedom and safety of open expression.  Thus, I expect that each person will be respected, even if you disagree with his or her views.  Religion is a sensitive topic; you are welcome to share your own experiences and to critically examine other faith traditions.  However, it is not appropriate to degrade others’ religious practices or to proselytize.

3. Keep an open mind.  Make a concerted effort to understand ideas and perspectives that you may not have considered before. 

4. Come to class prepared.  Read the assignments before the topic is discussed in class.

5. Regular attendance is imperative to the learning process.  Only one percent of the world’s population has the opportunity to attend a college, so fully use this experience by putting forth your best effort and attending class.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
On cell phones – For the consideration of others, this class has been designated a cell phone free zone.  If you must carry one, be sure it is turned off before class begins.  

On disruptions – Please minimize all disruptions to the class. Avoid tardiness.  It is better to come late than not at all, but if you do arrive late, enter the classroom as unobtrusively as possible.  Once we begin, stop all conversations and other activities so that everyone can focus on the material being presented.  Do not get up and leave the room unless absolutely necessary.  Finally, do not pack your bags until class is completely over.  The rustling of papers and books can cause your classmates to miss important information.
On respectful class discussion – Everyone is expected to contribute to classroom discussion.  To ensure that all have a chance to speak, allow for equal contributions and do not interrupt others.  As we address various topics, it is fine to disagree with one another and with me, since such conversations enhance the learning process and clarify thinking.  However, it is not acceptable to engage in name-calling or insults.

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
Your grade will be calculated on a 100-point basis, determined by your performance on the following requirements:

Exams – 60%                                                                                                                                There will be three exams; each is worth 20 points, for a total of 60 points (or 60% of your overall grade).  The tests will primarily consist of essays.  All questions are oriented toward application of various concepts, evaluation and analysis of theories, and synthesis of ideas from the readings.  One week before each test, I will give you a study guide that lists the key terms, ideas, and theories that will be covered on the exam.  The study guide will also include the essay questions; several of them will be selected for the test. 
Synthesis Paper – 25%                                                                                                           Each student is required to write two papers.  During the first week of class, you will submit a paper in which you describe your definition of peace, pacifism, and your initial views of how and why religion has fostered both war and peace.  This initial paper is required but will not be graded; it is designed to gauge your knowledge and views on these topics.  Then, at the end of the semester, you will submit a final 4-6 page paper that asks you to return to these issues, synthesizing the semester’s readings to highlight the key insights you gained into the topic of religious peacemaking.  All papers must comply with academic standards of writing, including proper citation of resources, clear organization, correct spelling and grammar.  The final synthesis paper is worth 25 points.

Attendance and Participation – 15%                                                                                  The final portion of your grade is derived from your attendance and participation.  Participation is worth 10 points (or 10 percent of your final grade) and will be assessed by the quality – not mere quantity – of your class contributions.  Your participation grade will be determined by positive indications that you are reading the materials, reflecting on the texts, and conveying your insights to the class in a constructive manner.  Attendance is worth 5 points (5%).  You will be allowed three unexcused absences throughout the semester.  For each additional missed class, 1 point will be deducted from your attendance score. 
Breakdown of grade points                                                                                                     Exam #1

–
20 points                                                                                                 Exam #2

–
20 points                                                                                                 Exam #3

–
20 points                                                                                           Synthesis paper
–
25 points                                                                                        Attendance

–
5 points                                                                                       Participation

–
10 points                                                                                 Total


–
100 points

Grades will be assigned on a percentage basis using the +/- system.

POLICIES  

Make-Up Exams:
No make-up exams will be given unless you provide written verification of extenuating circumstances, such as a serious illness or a family emergency.  If you are in this situation, you must notify me before the exam if you are unable to take the test at the regularly scheduled time.  If you fail to contact me in advance, you will not be permitted to take a make-up exam. 

Paper extensions and incompletes:

I do not accept late assignments.  Generally, I also do not give extensions on papers or incomplete final grades.  I find that the vast majority of students do not perform better with more time since the material is no longer fresh in their mind and other academic demands continue accumulating.  However, if you truly experience extenuating circumstances that prevent you from turning in your paper by the due date, you must contact me in advance and provide documentation of your situation.
Course accommodations and support:
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, please inform me as soon as possible.  You must also provide documentation to the Office of Accessibility Services (phone 277-3506).  UNM will make every effort to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. At any point in the semester, if you encounter difficulty with the course or feel you could be performing at a higher level, please meet with me; do not put it off until the last weeks of the semester.  There are also a number of academic support services available on campus through the Center for Academic Program Support (CAPS).  For more information see www.unm.edu/caps

Academic Integrity:
Cheating, plagiarism, and knowingly assisting others in violating academic integrity are serious matters.  Such actions are subject to disciplinary measures, including an automatic failure in my course.  Additionally, I will submit a documented report of all cheating and plagiarism cases to the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, who may take further action, such as suspension or dismissal from the university.  

READINGS 

There are three required books for this class; these include (in sequential order):

Forest, Jim. 2009. Love is the Measure: A Biography of Dorothy Day, Founder of the        Catholic Worker. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books.
Hanh, Thich Nhat. 1996. Being Peace. Berkeley: Parallax Press.

Cunningham, Hilary.  1995. God and Caesar at the Rio Grade: Sanctuary and the Politics of Religion. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.
All other required readings are available on WebCT.  To access WebCT, log into my unm using your net ID and password.  Then click on the “my courses” tab and click SOC 398.02 or REL 477.02.  Click on the “Course Content” tab to find the readings folder that contains the assigned articles.
SCHEDULE OF READINGS, TOPICS, AND ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK 1

8/25
 Introduction to the course

8/27
Peace: What is it?  Initial perspectives paper due
WEEK 2

9/1
Religion and Social Movements; read Christian Smith’s “Introduction to Disruptive Religion”

9/3
History of Christian Pacifism; read Walter Wink’s “Jesus’ Third Way”

WEEK 3
9/8
Historic Peace Churches; read “The Roots of American Nonviolence”
9/10
Conscientious Objectors in World Wars I & II; read “World War II and the Pacifist Community”

WEEK 4

9/15
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker; read Jim Forest’s Love is the Measure, pages 1-51 
9/17
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker; read Love is the Measure, pages 52-103
WEEK 5

9/22
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker, read Love is the Measure, pages 104-156
9/24
EXAM #1
WEEK 6

9/29
Martin Luther King, Jr.; read King’s “Pilgrimage to Nonviolence”

10/1
King and the Civil Rights Movement, Film: Aint Scared of Your Jails; read James Cone’s “The Making of a Dreamer”

WEEK 7

10/6
King, nonviolent direct action and the Vietnam War; read King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and King’s “Declaration of Independence from the War in Vietnam”

10/8
 Background on the Vietnam War; read Howard Zinn’s “Vietnam: The Moral Equation”

WEEK 8

10/13
The Vietnam War, Film: Hearts and Minds; read Thich Nhat Hanh’s Being Peace
10/15
Fall Break

WEEK 9

10/20
Buddhist and Jewish responses to the Vietnam War; finish reading Being Peace and read Reuven Kimmelman’s “Nonviolence in the Talmud”
10/22 The Catholic Left’s response to Vietnam, Film: Camden 28; read Tom Cornell’s “Nonviolent Napalm in Catonsville” and “Ultra Resistance”

WEEK 10

10/27
Religious responses to the nuclear arms race; read Albert Bigelow’s “Why I am Sailing into the Pacific Bomb-Test Area;” Thomas Merton’s “The Root of War is Fear,” and Liane Norman’s “Molly Rush and the Plowshares Eight”

10/29
The Plowshares Movement; Film: Conviction; read Sharon Erickson Nepstad’s “Tactical Legitimation and the Theology of Resistance”

WEEK 11

11/3
The Plowshares movement; read Nepstad’s “Sustaining Commitment”

11/5
 EXAM #2
WEEK 12

11/10
History of Guatemala; read Introduction and chapters 1-2 in Hilary Cunningham’s God and Caesar at the Rio Grande.
11/12
History of El Salvador and Liberation Theology; read chapters 3-4 in God and Caesar at the Rio Grande
WEEK 13

11/17
Archbishop Romero; Film: Romero; read chapters 5-6 in God and Caesar at the Rio Grande
11/19
Film: Romero; read God and Caesar at the Rio Grande, chapter 7
WEEK 14

11/24
The Sanctuary Movement; read God and Caesar at the Rio Grande, chapters 8-9
11/26
Thanksgiving Break

WEEK 15

12/1
Religious resistance to U.S. policy toward Central America, Film: The Healing of Brian Willson; read Brian Willson’s “The Tracks”
12/3
 EXAM #3
WEEK 16

12/8
Buddhist Responses to contemporary American violence and crime; Film: Dhamma Brothers
12/10
Review and reflection

 SYNTHESIS PAPER DUE DECEMBER 15 BY NOON
