SOC414-030  SOCIOLOGY OF CORRECTIONS
Tuesday and Thursday, 6:30-9:00p.m., Fall semester-2nd 8-week session, 2009

Instructor: Dr. Kenrick S. Thompson, Ph.D.

E-mail: kenrickthompson@cableone.net 

             

Telephone: (505) 459-8280 (emergencies only, please)

Office hours:  before/after class and by appointment

Course Description
Topic:    This class is intended to introduce students to the scholarly investigation of corrections: the institutionalized system through which society incarcerates or otherwise punishes certain individuals who have been labeled “criminals.”  Because this is a course in sociology, there will be a heavy emphasis on the interactionist perspective, which stresses the importance of the definition of the situation in the determination of what is “deviant” or “criminal” behavior.  Using empirical research and theory, we will examine issues related to the correctional system itself, and make connections between social forces that both affect and are affected by the operation of corrections.  Specifically, we will look at research on trends in incarceration rates (including break-downs by race/ethnicity, sex, and type of offense), philosophical and practical approaches toward the purpose of corrections, examine in-depth how prisons and other correctional departments operate, and give careful consideration to topical issues such as race/ethnic discrimination, the incarceration of women, and how trends in incarceration and crime are related.  The subject matter of this course is intended to provide essential knowledge for all students of criminology and criminal justice.
Although this is technically a 400-level course, we will be approaching the subject of corrections with the assumption that most of the students enrolled have no prerequisite knowledge other than what they have learned in other criminology and criminal justice courses.  For those students who have substantial experience in the field of corrections, the instructor will be happy to recommend advanced readings and exercises that should satisfy anyone’s desire to delve further into the topic.
Student Support

Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodations for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Accessibility Services at 277-3506.

Assigned Text & Reading
We will be using one required text as shown below, available through the UNM bookstore or Amazon.com:

Required: Todd R. Clear, George F. Cole, and Michael D. Reisig, American Corrections, 8ed., Thomson Wadsworth: 2009.
Internet Technology
The Internet and World Wide Web are integral parts of global technology and all college/university students should avail themselves of every opportunity to learn more about these powerful tools for gaining additional knowledge.

This is NOT a graded exercise, but it is suggested that sometime during the semester, you access the Internet and activate the AllTheWeb search engine (http://www.alltheweb.com).  Type correctional systems in the box and click search.
The search engine will locate hundreds of home pages related to the sociology of deviant behavior.  By exploring some of these sites, you can find home pages on college programs in sociology, research institutes, papers addressing topics that have been posted on the Web, new journals, and many other interesting prospects.

By using the Internet, you will gain valuable experience, not only in terms of course content, but also in becoming more informed about modern technologies.  You owe it to yourself to be conversant with this exciting and powerful tool.  Take advantage of every opportunity to expand your technological horizon.

Course Requirements & Policies
A copy of the assigned textbook must be obtained and all assignments must be completed before each class meeting. (*** See “Assignments” – page 9)  The course is divided into increments during which certain readings have been assigned, accompanied by coordinating class presentations and discussion.  Class sessions will generally follow course readings, however, it should be understood that some materials presented will not appear in the readings and given topics addressed in the assigned course materials will not be "rehashed" during lectures and discussions.  Failure to stay abreast of the materials will result in lower quality performance.  Prior to every class session, the opportunity to ask questions will be provided; during these time periods, you are encouraged to raise pertinent issues or ask that relevant materials be clarified.

Sociology is the study of what IS, not what ought to be.  Much of the content in this course is controversial and involves powerful human emotion and divergent points of view.  During class discussions, we will be examining various issues using these different points of view.  You are NOT expected to alter your own personal stance: The educated person is knowledgeable of the world at large, but does not necessarily share any particular set of values or beliefs.

Students are expected to arrive in class ON TIME.  Persistent tardiness will result in appropriate reprimands from the Professor.  Students are expected to REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM until the period is concluded.  Early departures will NOT be tolerated for any reason other than an unavoidable emergency.  Having to go to work, various appointments, and the like are NOT emergencies.   Make appropriate changes in your personal schedule as necessary to meet this requirement.

Attentiveness and class participation are extremely important; your overall performance will be greatly enhanced by paying attention and becoming involved in class discussions.  Casual chatting during class presentations interferes with everyone's concentration and will NOT be tolerated. 

All examinations are to be taken at the scheduled times and make-ups will be permitted only in extreme cases (e.g.'s: illness, death in immediate family); documentation is required. *** If you find it necessary to miss an examination, it is YOUR responsibility to: 1.) obtain suitable documentation for your absence; 2.) submit the documentation to me for approval; 3.) make arrangements for your make-up examination.  All make-up examinations will be administered during the time period scheduled for the final examination. ***

Students' grades in this course will be determined by the total number of points that are accumulated during the semester.  Examination dates are indicated on the assignment sheet.

Term Paper (see page 8)




100 points
Due Date: December 1st
(2) Quizzes:
100 points

(each exam has 25 questions)

See “Assignments” – pp. 8-9 for dates

Mid-Term Examination:
100 points

(50 multiple-choice questions)

See “Assignments” – pp. 8-9 for dates

Comprehensive Final Examination:
200 points

(50 multiple-choice questions)

See “Assignments” – p. 9 for date
GRAND TOTAL:
500 POINTS
Grading is performed using a straight scale (unless class performance demands a curved distribution) and letter grades will be assigned using the following strategy:

90 - 100% = A

80 -  89% = B

70 -  79% = C

60 -  69% = D

below 60% = F

Understanding Your Grade In The Course

Your final, letter grade depends on: your examination scores on two (2) quizzes; your score in the midterm; your score on the term paper; and your score on the final examination. Here are a few additional tips concerning your grade:

ATTENDING CLASS

Numerous investigations have shown that there is a direct correlation between student attendance and class performance.  Class presentations are designed to help you understand course material and to internalize the materials that will appear on the examinations.  These presentations and discussions will focus on the materials presented in the textbook.
TERMINOLOGY

Any course involves terminology that is specific to the discipline involved.  Contrary to popular belief, the terminology you will encounter in this course is rarely jargon and most of the terms and concepts we will discuss may be found in any comprehensive dictionary of the English language.  During our class meetings and in your readings, many new terms and concepts will be introduced.  In your textbook, most of this terminology appears in bold-faced print and is also included in a list of key terms at the conclusion of each chapter.  In class, many of these terms will be highlighted during our discussions.  The quizzes will emphasize these terms and concepts.  Each question on these quizzes will present the definition or description of the term or concept and your task will be to identify the term or concept that applies.  Many of the multiple-choice questions that appear on the midterm and final examination focus on the terms and concepts presented in the text and during class meetings.

THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

It is extremely important that you understand and develop a working knowledge of the theoretical perspectives that are presented in the opening chapters of the textbook.  We will be spending quite a bit of time discussing these perspectives during our class meetings.  There will be examination questions that deal with these perspectives and you will be tasked with applying these theoretical models in writing your term paper.  Theory may sound frightening and hard to understand, but for our purposes in this course, it is merely a tool for organizing your thinking around the subject matter and understanding the materials that will be presented.

TERM PAPER

The term paper constitutes one-fifth of your course letter grade.  The syllabus contains a detailed description of the assignment.  Perhaps the most important criterion for writing a good term paper is a willingness to devote the necessary time to the assignment.  Do not make the mistake of waiting until shortly before the due date to complete this assignment.  The best term papers are those that are carefully thought through, outlined, and revised over a period of time, with this process beginning very early in the semester.  I encourage you to discuss your topic/approach with me and I will be happy to respond to your questions.

SPENDING THE TIME

Unfortunately, some students believe they can do well in their courses without devoting much time to their studies.  Many college students have made this mistaken assumption and failed to make the grade.  The general rule of thumb is two hours should be spent out of class each week for each hour of course credit.  Example: a student will devote 6 hours of out-of-class study time each week for a 3-credit course.  Some students will need to spend more time in order to do well.  It is an exceptional student indeed who is able to devote less time and do superior work.  The sample formula just presented is only a guideline.  YOU are the best judge of how much study-time YOU need.

REMEMBER: Each of us has an obligation.  Mine is to enlighten and inform.  Yours is to gain knowledge and, in this course, to learn more about sociology and the discipline's perspective.  I will do my best to nourish your efforts and I expect no less from you.  Together, we will benefit from this experience.

GOOD LUCK IN YOUR STUDIES!


TERM PAPER
One of your assignments this semester is to write a brief (2-3 pages, double-spaced, typewritten) paper that will exercise your writing skills and test your working knowledge of the New Mexico Corrections Department, in conjunction with relevant materials presented in your textbook and during class lectures/discussions.
It is expected that you will submit the paper on . The score (100 points possible) that you earn on this assignment will count 1/5th of your final grade.  LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL DRAW A PENALTY of one full letter grade for each day late (with the exception of emergency absences, in which case suitable documentation will be required).

***NOTE: PAGINATE AND STAPLE YOUR PAPER UPON SUBMISSION***
THE WRITING ASSIGNMENT:
1.
Access the web site for the New Mexico Corrections Department: 
http://corrections.state.nm.us/.  Note the key areas of the website that 
correspond with chapter subjects in your textbook:

▪
probation and parole; parole board


▪
offender information


▪
programs and services


▪
industries


▪
victim services


▪
offender family services


▪
offender statistics


▪
policies


▪
reentry and reform


2.
Choose one of these areas, based upon your own personal interests.  Then, browse the table of contents and the individual chapters in your textbook in an attempt to locate discussions relevant to the area you have chosen.  Utilize these materials to critically evaluate the stated goals of the New Mexico Corrections Department.
3.
If you were a policymaker for the New Mexico Corrections Department, what would you suggest for additions to the website in order to further clarify the Department’s position on the issues involved with the area you selected?  You are encouraged to cite relevant statements in your textbook as you conduct this critical evaluation.  Please reference any statement/quotation with the specific page number(s) where the citation occurs.


ASSIGNMENTS
CLASS MEETING:

EXAMINATIONS


READINGS
October 20







Orientation
October 22







Chapters 1, 










2, and 3
October 27                                                                               Chapters 4 and 5
October 29



Quiz # 1



Chapters 6 and 7




(Chs. 1-5)









November 3                                                                             Chapters 8 and 9
November 5  


 



Chapters 10 and 11
November 10

Midterm



Chapter 12




(Chs. 1-11)




November 12






Chapters 13 and 14
November 17






Chapters 15 and 16
November 19






Chapter 17
November 24

Quiz # 2



Chapter 18




(Chs. 12-17
November 26

NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING

December 1


 




Chapter 19
December 3
Chapter 20
December 8







Chapter 21
December 10






Chapter 22 and 23
December 15                       FINAL EXAMINATION




 (comprehensive)
HAVE A GREAT CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!
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