CONTEMPORARY SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY

SOCIOLOGY 471 (Fall, 2009)
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is primarily a review of the content of contemporary sociological theory that emphasizes the manner in which sociological theory provides insights into the character and dynamics of social reality.  The focus is on making theory accessible and relevant to an intellectual community that includes not only social science students that must acquire familiarity with sociological theory, but also to a broader intellectual community of persons and groups interested in unraveling, and piecing together, characteristics of the social world.  The course emphasizes some of the insights that sociological theory offers for understanding social reality, yet at the same time recognizes that some theory may offer few insights, and may even obscure understanding, and that most individuals have informal “everyday theories@ of the social world that may be quite accurate.  

The course is organized in three parts.  Part I situates contemporary sociological theory within sociological theory generally, and the broader intellectual community of society, by noting: (1) the importance of theory, (2) the link between sociological theory and everyday theories of social life, (3) the classical background of contemporary theory, and (4) the nature of sociological theory, including the variety of expressions of theory found within sociology.  

Part II provides a selective review of contemporary theory through a focus on the manner in which some major currents in contemporary theory help illuminate aspects of social reality.  Part II begins by noting the utility of drawing from more than one theoretical tradition, and integrating insights from various traditions to help explain issues within the social world.  Attention is then drawn to theories that focus on the micro-order of social reality, followed by theories dealing with the macro-order.  With an awareness of a variety of theoretical insights into social reality Part II ends by examining some of salient points in the theories of four currently popular social theorists. Examination of these four theorists provides an opportunity to consider the manner in which these theorists may have contributed to theoretical progress, and possibly the rationale for their popularity within sociology.  

Part III summarizes major themes of the course by reassessing the questions posed at the beginning of the course, and by providing preliminary assessments of what we may know about the character of the micro and macro elements of the social world.  Part III also suggests how our everyday theories of the social world can be better informed by the insights of sociological theory.  

Each class session will include a review of major themes for the evening (a lecture), and a focused class discussion that will attempt to further clarify the evening=s material, relate the material prior course material, and particularly relate the material to the real world.  Class sessions will likely also include some attention to potential test questions and class assignments.  

OFFICE
Instructor:
Robert Fiala                 
         
Office Hours:  3:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Tuesday & Thursday

Office:           
Room 1058 SSCI

Office Phone:   277 2725

email: 
         
rfiala@unm.edu.

EXAMS AND GRADING
There will be two exams.  Each exam will account for half of the course grade.    Exams will likely have two components:

1. True/False questions to assess breadth of knowledge of course material.

2. Short answer or take-home questions that capture analytical capabilities.

There will be periodic written commentaries required of all students.  The commentaries will be graded on a C/NC basis.  NC responses will lower a student’s course grade.  Consistent superior responses may increase a student’s course grade. 

Students may be asked for comments during class.  If a student consistently fails to participate this may lower his or her course grade.   

Make-up exams are STRONGLY discouraged.  Please take the exams at the assigned dates and times.

“Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities.  For further information, contact Student Support Services at 277 3506.”
Exam Dates: 
First Exam: October 29, 2009.  Covers classes 1 through 8.



Second and Last Exam: December 10, 2009.  Covers classes 9 through 14.

REQUIRED BOOK:
Criag Calhoun, Joseph Gerteis, James Moody, Steven Pfaff, and Indermohan Virk (editors), Contemporary Sociological Theory.  Second edition.  Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers, 2007.

RECOMMENDED BOOKS:

The course will review some classical sociological theory as background for examining contemporary theory.  There are a variety of fine texts that review classical sociological theory.  Students can use any such texts to help review classical theory, including texts assigned by other instructors for classical theory at UNM.

RESERVE READING: 
Reading that is not available in your textbook will be available on e-reserve.

The password is lobo471.

SUMMARY COURSE OUTLINE
1. 8/27
Introduction
PART I: SITUATING CONTEMPORARY THEORY
2.   9/3
A First Introduction to Sociological Theory
What is Social Theory?

Why Theory is Important

To social scientists. To social theorists.  To citizens.  To individuals in everyday life.

Expressions of Contemporary Theory: Science, Ideology, Opinion, Applause, and Reality

3.    9/10

The Classical Background: Marx and Weber

The Classical Background: Durkheim, Merton, Parsons, Mead

4.   9/17

The Nature of Sociological Theory

Elements of Theory.  Micro and Macro.  Types of Theory.  The Issue of Progress.
The Reflexive Character of Social Knowledge

PART II: SOCIAL THEORY AND SOCIAL REALITY
5.    9/24

A.
Social Issues and the Utility of a Theoretical Toolbox and Theoretical Integration

B.
Social Theory and Social Processes
1 Micro Processes

      



Self and Social Interaction
6.  10/1



A Sociology of Emotions
7.  10/8



The Phenomenology of the Social World
   



Exchange and Rationality

8.   10/15
No Class

9.   10/22
Finish Exchange and Introduction to Macro Processes.  Review for first exam

10.  10/29   FIRST EXAM:  Covers material in Part I of the course

2. 
Macro  Processes
CONFLICT 
11.  11/5



Neo-Marxist, Neo-Weberian, and Historical-Comparative Assessments







Critical Theory

Stratification: Gender and Race

12.  11/12



ECOLOGICAL-EVOLUTIONARY THEORY
13.  11/19



INSTITUTIONAL DYNAMICS






THE FUTURE, MODENITY AND POSTMODERNITY






SUMMARY OF MACRO PROCESSES




3. 
Notes on Micro-Macro Linkages

Social Knowledge and Social Action: Formal and Informal
14.  11/26  
No Class

C.
Contemporary Popular Theorists
15. 12/3


The Issues of Theoretical Popularity and Theoretical Progress

Michel Foucault


 

Jurgen Habermas




Pierre Bourdieu 
Anthony Giddens

PART III: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
What is Social Theory?

Why Theory is Important

To social scientists. To social theorists.  To citizens.  To individuals in everyday life.

Expressions of Contemporary Theory: Science, Ideology, Opinion, Applause, and Reality

Elements of Theory.  Micro and Macro.  Types of Theory.  The Issue of Progress.

16. 12/10 SECOND AND LAST EXAM:  Covers material Parts I and III of the course.

DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE AND READING LIST
1.  8/27
Introduction to course

PART I: SITUATING CONTEMPORARY THEORY

2.   9/3

A First Introduction to Sociological Theory
What is Social Theory?

Why Theory is Important

To social scientists

To theorists

To citizens

To individuals in everyday life

Expressions of Contemporary Theory: Science, Ideology, Opinion, Applause, and Reality

VIDEO:
Nova, AThe Elegant Universe.@
3.  9/10

The Classical Background: Marx and Weber
The Classical Background: Durkheim, Merton, Parsons, Mead

4.   9/17

The Nature of Sociological Theory

Elements of Theory.  Micro and Macro.  Types of Theory.  The Issue of Progress.
Conclusion: Situating Contemporary Theory

READ;
The General Introduction to Contemporary Sociological Theory.

READ:
Karl Popper. “Science, Psudo-Science, and Falsifiability.”  (e-reserve).

PART II: SOCIAL THEORY AND SOCIAL REALITY
5.  9/24
A.
Social Issues and the Utility of a Theoretical Toolbox and Theoretical Integration

The Utility of a Toolbox and  Theoretical Integration

Focused Examples: The Institutional Effects of Education

      World Society and the Nation State


READ:
John Meyer, The Effects of Education as an Institution, American Journal of Sociology 83:55-77, 1977. (e-reserves)


B.
Social Theory and Social Processes

1 Micro Processes






Self and Social Interaction
Symbolic Interactionism and Herbert Blumer

The Sociology of Erving Goffman

READ
Readings 3 and 4 of Part I of Contemporary Sociological Theory.

3. The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. (Erving Goffman)

4. Symbolic Interactionism. (Herbert Blumer)

6.   10/1



A Sociology of Emotions

7.   10/8



The Phenomenology of the Social World
READ
Readings 1 and 2 of Part I of Contemporary Sociological Theory. 

Introduction to Part I

1. The Phenomenology of the Social World. (Alfred Schutz)

2. The Social Construction of Reality. (Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann)





Exchange and Rationality 

George Homans and Peter Blau

 

Mancur Olson and James Coleman 


READ:
Social Behavior as Exchange.  Part II of Contemporary Sociological Theory. 

Introduction

5. Social Behavior as Exchange. (George C. Homans)

6. Exchange and Power in Social Life. (Peter M. Blau)

7. The Logic of Collective Action. (Mancur Olson)

8. Rights to Act. (James S. Coleman)

9. Cooperation without Trust. (Karen S. Cook, Russell Hardin & Margaret Levi)

8.  10/15  
No Class

9.  10/22

Finish Exchange and Introduction to Macro Processes.  Review for first exam.

10.  10/29   
FIRST EXAM:  Covers material in Part I of the course

2. 
Macro Processes
CONFLICT 
11. 11/5




Neo-Marxist, Neo-Weberian, and Historical-Comparative Work
Michael Burrawoy, Fred Block, Immanual Wallerstein, Barrington Moore, Charles Tilly. Randall Collins, Theda Skocpol, Jack Goldstone







Critical Theory
Horkheimer, Adorno, Marcuse, Mannheim

Stratification: Gender and Race
Rae Blumburg, Janet Chafetz, Patricia Hill Collins

Orlando Patterson


READ:
ARace, Gender, and Difference.@  Part VII of Contemporary Sociological Theory.

Introduction

23. The Conceptual Practices of Power. (Dorothy E. Smith)

24. Black Feminist Thought. (Patricia Hill Collins)

25. Black Skin, White Masks. (Frantz Fanon)

26. The Paradoxes of Integration. (Orlando Patterson)

12.  11/12




ECOLOGICAL-EVOLUTIONARY THEORY
13.  11/19




INSTITUTIONAL DYNAMICS







John Meyer, DiMaggio and Powell, Granovetter, and Harrison White


RE-READ:
Articles by John Meyer in section II.A  above.


READ:

AInstitutional Analysis.@  Part III of Contemporary Sociological Theory.

Part III: Institutional Analysis

Introduction 
10. Economic Embeddedness. (Mark Granovetter)

11. The Iron Cage Revisited. (Paul J. Dimaggio & Walter L. Powell)

12. CATNETS. (Harrison White)







THE FUTURE, MODENITY AND POSTMODERNITY

READ:
Modernity and Postmodernity.  Part IX of Contemporary Sociological Theory

Introduction

31. Social Constraint towards Self-Constraint. (Norbert Elias)

32. Modernity and the Holocaust. (Zygmunt Bauman)

33. We Have Never Been Modern. (Bruno Latour)

34. World-Systems Analysis. (Immanuel Wallerstein)







SUMMARY OF MACRO PROCESSES

3. 
Notes on Micro-Macro Linkages

14.  11/26

No Class

15. 12/3
C.
Contemporary Popular Theorists
The Issues of Theoretical Popularity and Theoretical Progress

Michel Foucault

READ: Part IV: The Sociological Theory of Michel Foucault

Introduction

13. The History of Sexuality

14. Truth and Power

15. Discipline and Punish

Jurgen Habermas
READ: Part VIII: Criticism and Modernity: Sociological Theory of Jurgen Habermas

Introduction

27. Modernity: An Unfinished Project

28. The Rationalization of the Life-World

29. Civil Society and the Political Public Sphere

30. Learning from Catastrophe





Pierre Bourdieu 

READ: Part VI: The Sociological Theory of Pierre Bourdieu

Introduction

19. Social Space and Symbolic Space

20. Structures, Habitus, Practices

21. The Field of Cultural Production, or: The Economic World Reversed


22. Rethinking the State: Genesis and Structure of the Bureaucratic Field
Anthony Giddens

READ: Part V: The Sociological Theory of Anthony Giddens

Introduction

16. Some New Rules of Sociological Method

17. Agency, Structure

18. The Consequences of Modernity



PART III: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
What is Social Theory?

Why Theory is Important

To social scientists. To social theorists.  To citizens.  To individuals in everyday life.
                             
Expressions of Contemporary Theory: Science, Ideology, Opinion, Applause, and Reality

Elements of Theory.  Micro and Macro.  Types of Theory.  The Issue of Progress.

16. 12/10 SECOND AND LAST EXAM:  Covers material Parts I and III of the course.

1

