Research Methods in Sociology Lab (Soc 481L: 005)

M 3 pm to 3:50 am, Dane Smith Hall 143 

Fall 2009
Instructor:

Jeff Nowacki

Office: 

1063 SSCI Bldg

Phone:

277-8992

Email:

lionhart@unm.edu
Office Hours:
W 9 to 11 am

This lab will provide students with an opportunity to apply some of the concepts learned in the Soc 481 lecture to actual data.  Students will (ideally) gain a basic understanding of the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).  Students will then be able to use what they learn in the lab to help write their term papers for Soc 481.
The lab accounts for 20% of your final grade.  There will be 4-5 assignments, which will be due over the course of the semester.  

Topics:

· Descriptive Statistics

· Multiple Regression

· Dummy Variables

· Logarithms 

· Maybe more

We will also use lab time to learn to conduct literature reviews and find and download data.

While I will not be officially taking attendance, it is important to attend lab every week.  The lab is worth a substantial portion of your grade, and if you do not grasp the concepts that we go over in lab, it will be difficult, if not impossible, to complete the paper assignment in Soc 481.

Please stay on task during class.  Checking e-mail before class is alright, but it’s important to focus on the assignments during class so that you won’t need to spend extra time catching up.
It’s important to get assignments in on time.  For each day an assignment is late, you will receive a 10% penalty.  For example, if you turn in a 10 point assignment two days late, and you would have received a 7, you will now receive a 5.  Make sure to not turn in late assignments.

A big part of the 481 Lab is to receive help working on your final paper.  I encourage you to use this time wisely.  As much as possible, you need to be proactive, which includes brainstorming for topics early, collecting relevant literature, and beginning the writing process.  I am more than happy to look at drafts, but the earlier the better.  As we approach the end of the semester, I cannot guarantee that I will be able to return drafts to you with comments in a timely manner, so as much as possible, be proactive with this assignment.

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary 
accommodations. It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.
