       Sociology 500: Classical and Neoclassical 

       Sociological Theory
Fall 2009





Office Hours: W 1-2
Prof. Beverly Burris




Office Phone: 277-2501

Office: SSCI Room 1103A
Email: bburris@unm.edu
This is graduate seminar in classical and neoclassical sociological theory. The course is designed to provide an analysis of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, Nietzsche, and Freud, as well as selected neoclassical and postmodern theorists. Course requirements include a term paper, an oral presentation of the term paper, and a take-home final examination. In addition, students are expected to attend class regularly, read the required reading before each class, and participate in the class discussion. Paper: 40% of the grade; Final exam: 40% of the grade; Attendance and participation: 20% of the grade.

Please Note: In accordance with University Policy 2310 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506.
Two textbooks have been ordered by the UNM Bookstore:

Classical Sociological Theory, 2nd edition. Craig Calhoun et. al. (eds.) Blackwell.
The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, Max Weber. Dover Publ.
Additional readings (designated by * below) and other materials can be found on WebCT-Vista (http://vista.unm.edu). 




      Course Outline
8/26
Introduction to the Course


Calhoun, p. 1-16
9/2
Marx: Background and Early

*Critique of Hegel’s                                                                                                                                                                    

Writings 




Philosophy of Right








*On the Jewish Question








Calhoun, pp. 75-95

9/9  
Marx: Later Writings


Calhoun pp. 96-130
9/16
Durkheim: Methods and


Calhoun, pp. 133-180


Division of Labor



*Fenton “Durkheim’s Life & Thought”
9/23
Durkheim: Religion, Suicide,


Egoism, Anomie



Calhoun, pp. 181-202


**Paper Prospectus due
9/30
Weber: Science as a Vocation; 

Calhoun, pp. 205-210, 247-273

Class, Status & Party; Bureaucracy
*Gouldner-“Anti-Minotaur”


10/7
Weber: Religion and Capitalism

Weber, The Protestant Ethic and 







The Spirit of Capitalism

10/14
Nietzsche and Simmel


Calhoun, pp. 295-299







*Nietzsche-“Thus Spake Zarathustra”
10/21
Mead, DuBois, Freud


Calhoun, pp. 277-294, 315-328







*Freud-“Overview”

10/28
Neo-Marxism




Calhoun pp. 347-361, 390-397 
*Cassidy—“The Return of Karl Marx” *Ritzer-“Changing Neo-Marxism” 
*Habermas-“Problems of Legitimation in
Late Capitalism”





11/4
Neo-Functionalism, 



*Alexander-“Neofunctionalism”

 Neo-Weberian theory &



*Foucault –“Interview”

Synthetic Visions




*Weininger & Lareau-“Cultural Capital”
*Hearn- “Marx and Weber: Reason,                               Rationality and Emancipation”

11/11
Feminist Critiques



*Sydie-“Feminism & Sociological Theory 

**First draft of paper due 


*Kandal-“The Woman Question-Concl.”
*Collins-“Black Feminist Thought”
11/18
Postmodern Theory



*Ritzer-Postmodern Theory, Ch.1, 11 
*Haraway-“Cyborg Manifesto”

*Baudrillard-“Simulcra & Simulations”
11/25 
No Class—Thanksgiving Break

12/2 
Student Presentations I

12/9
Student Presentations II


Final Exam handed out,**Paper due
12/16
Final Exam due by 5 p.m.
