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QUALITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS: V1 
DESCRIPTION: This course focuses on the ANALYSIS of qualitative data rather than on research design, data gathering, or field relations. Ideally, students entering this course should have had an introductory course in qualitative methods and/or a course on field relations and data gathering and will come into the course with a data set that has already been entered into a word‑processing file. After a brief introduction to epistemological issues in qualitative research, the seminar will become a hands‑on workshop on data analysis.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS include: 1) deciding which analytical tradition you are following and becoming familiar with the relevant literature in that tradition (15%); 2) learning how to use one of several qualitative data analysis packages available for PC's (the course will help you choose the package, but you'll need to learn to use it on your own with a little help from others); 3) writing weekly "interpretive memos" that make sense of your data and develop pieces of theoretical framework (30%); 4) writing several drafts of a research report that develops substantive theory from your data (30%); 5) attendance/participation (15%); 6) Final portfolio of all your work, 
comments on others' work, revised drafts, memos (10%).
Accommodations:  Any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. UNM will make every attempt to accommodate all qualified students with disabilities. For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506 (http://as2.unm.edu/). Students who have learning differences but who are not officially qualified for accommodations should speak with Professor Hood to explore their options

BOOKS (Suggested to buy):

Charmaz, Kathy.  Constructing Grounded Theory (Sage: 2006)

Maxwell., J.A. Qualitative Research Design (2005)

RESOURCES:

QUALRS-L@LISTSERV.UGA.EDU
To sign onto QUALRS-L, send e-mail to listerv@listserv.uga.edu
Leave subject blank.

In message field, write:

SUBSCRIBE QUALRS-L (your name)

You should get a message saying that you've been signed on.

Other books that may be of use. Parts of some are posted on e-reserve and most of the others are in the stacks at Zimmerman.

Becker, Howard. Writing for Social Scientists (1986)

Bryant, Antony and Kathy Charmaz (eds.) The SAGE Handbook of Grounded Theory (2007)*
Burawoy, Michael et al. Ethnography Unbound: Power and Resistance in the Modern Metropolis (1991)
Creswell, John. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design (2007)

Corbin & Strauss. The Basics of Qualitative Research (1990)

Dey, Ian. Grounding Grounded Theory (1999)

Emerson, Robert M., Rachael Fretz , and Linda Shaw. Writing Ethnographic Field Notes (1995)

Glaser, Barney. and Anselm. Strauss. The Discovery of Grounded Theory (1967)

Glaser, Barney.The Basics of Grounded Theory Analysis (1992)

Glaser, Barney. Theoretical Sensitivity (1978 or second edition) 

Guba, Egon. and Yvonne S. Lincoln. Fourth Generation Evaluation (1989)

Hood, Jane. Becoming a Two-job Family (1983)

Miles, M. & Huberman M. Qualitative Data Analysis  (1994)

Denzin, Norman & Yvonna Lincoln. Handbook of Qualitative Research (2000) 

Kirk, Jerome & Marc Miller. Reliability and Validity in Qualitative Research (1986)

Patton, Michael.  Qualitative Evaluation and Research Methods (1990)

Reissman, Catherine Kohler, Narrative Methods for the Human Sciences  (2008)

Smith, Dorothy.  The Everyday World As Problematic: A Feminist Sociology (1987)

Tesch, Renata.  Qualitative Research: Analysis Types and Software Tools (1990)

* Not yet in library

E-reserves: Several articles and book chapters are on e-reserves which are accessible via the Zimmerman library main page. The password for our class is "learn570". 

EndNote: Although learning EndNote is not a requirement for this class, we will demonstrate this excellent bibliographical software in class and encourage class members to download a trial copy from EndNote.com.  UNM students now also have the option of using web-based version of EndNote which is free. 
Qualitative Data Analysis Programs:

We have Atlas-TI available in the Sociology Lab. You are welcome to experiment with it.  If you are not a Sociology graduate student, you will need to arrange lab access during regular office hours or through a classmate. 

You can also download samples of all programs from the relevant program websites. Here are some of the most often-used programs.
ATLAS TI: http://www.atlasti.com/
NUD*IST & NVIVO: http://www.qsrinternational.com/products/productoverview/product_overview.htm
QUALRUS: http://www.ideaworks.com/Qualrus.shtml
HYPERESEARCH: http://www.researchware.com/
ETHNOGRAPH: http://www.qualisresearch.com/
MODULES AND GOALS

The course is organized into four modules: 

1. Epistemology, design, and choosing software tools: Classes 1‑4:

2. Open coding workshops: Classes 5-7
3. Selective coding and analysis workshops: Classes 8-10
4. Writing final report: Classes 11-15 

Due dates for major assignments:

Memos and/or oral presentations are due weekly as described in the syllabus.

Due dates for longer memos and paper drafts are as follows:

Memo 2
Epistemological assumptions
8/31
Memo 11
Story line


11/16
Spew draft
(very rough draft)

11/23
Complete first draft



11/30
Poster session or presentations
            12/7 
Final paper due




12/14 +





CALENDAR

I. Epistemology, design, & choosing software tools

During the first three weeks, you will be preparing your data files, deciding upon your basic analysis strategy, and thinking about a data analysis package.
Goal: by 9/14, know the type of analysis you are doing, be able to describe the design, have chosen and decided upon a data set. Be able to make a presentation in class on 9/14 describing the theoretical and philosophical underpinnings of the tradition within which you are working. Bring an article or book to class that exemplifies that tradition.
By 11/5:  Have chosen a software package and be ready to demonstrate how you are using your chosen software. Bring laptop to class to show us what you are doing.

Class 1:8/24    Introduction & overview of class

               
  T/F test



   Needs assessment: What do we know already? What do we need to know?



  What is qualitative research?

  What kind of analysis are you doing?



   Overview of analysis types

Class 2: 8/31 The generic "qualititative" design
   

Read:  Hood, "Teaching against the text" Teaching Sociology (July 2006) 
David Karp, "Gender, academic careers, and the social psychology of aging' (Qualitative Sociology  9-28).

Review: Maxwell: Preface and Chs. 1-5

Write: Memo 1: Write a 2-3 paged informal essay describing the design of your analysis project. What do you plan to do?  What data will be use? What do you want to find out from it?
Class 3: 9/14  Epistemology, analysis types, and software tools. To which tradition do you belong? 

Demo: Coding using Atlas-TI

Read: Tesch: 21-54 (e-reserves)

          Neuman, Ch. 4 "The meanings of methodology" 


Optional: Shulamit Reinharz, On Becoming a Social Scientist : 1-50 
Write: Memo 2: What epistemological assumptions are you making? How might your answers to Neuman's eight questions affect the analysis type that you choose? How will that analysis type affect the way you look at your data and what you are looking for in a software package?
Class 4: 9/21 Design: From questions to data and back

Read:   Review: Ch. 4&5 of Maxwell

Discussion:  How do you match data and questions in qualitative research?

Data: Bring three copies of a 2-3 page excerpt from your data to class. Print out in numbered lines with a large right-hand margin if possible.
Assignment: Memo 3

Write a memo describing the data that you will be using for your analysis this term and discuss the kinds of questions that you might be able to answer using these data.  Look at a chunk of your data and talk about some of the themes or issues you see in the data. Give examples.

NOTE: The remainder of the syllabus will be designed in response to the needs assessment survey filled out on the first day of class.
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