Introduction to Sociology

Sociology 101-002, Spring 2010

TR 12:30 pm – 1:45 pm

Kiva Lecture Hall (104)
Instructor:   Ryan Goodman

Office:  Social Sciences (SSCI) 1092

Office Hours:  T - 2:00-3:00pm; R - 11:15am-12:15

Phone:  (27)7-8315



Email:  elbueno@unm.edu  (best method of contact)

Graduate Assistant: Kathryn Overton


Email: kathrynoverton@gmail.com

Course Description

“The basic perspectives of sociology include its main frameworks of functionalism, conflict, and symbolic interaction. Substantive areas covered in the course are culture, socialization, social structure, sex roles, bureaucracies, deviant behavior, race relations, social stratification, group dynamics, and social change.” Now, with that out of the way, on with the real description! Sociologists study roughly everything that involves human beings in the present, future, and recent past. It is the study of human behavior and interaction. The subfields of sociology are diverse and numerous, and sociologists focus their research in every corner of the globe. We will try to touch on most all of the subfields (some will receive more attention than others, unfortunately) throughout the course of the semester. Lectures are based from your reader and from some typical 101 textbooks.
Course Requirements
iClicker: Attendance, Quizzes, Participation (10% of total grade)

Using the iClickers (see below for details), attendance will be taken on random days throughout the semester.  Failure to have your iClicker for class will result in the student being counted as absent (no exceptions).  Students will also complete various quizzes and participatory activities throughout the semester using the iClicker technology (see below for details).  Failure to have your iClicker for class will result in a zero for the quiz (no exceptions).  

Exams  (20% each exam; 60% of total grade)

There will be three (3) exams given throughout the semester (not including the Final).  Each exam will consist of multiple-choice questions (scantron format).  Make-up exams will only be given under extreme circumstances.  See the course schedule below for the date of each exam.

Final Exam (30% of total grade)

The Final Exam for this course will be cumulative.  The exam will occur during Finals Week, Thursday, May 13th, 2010.  10:00 am - Noon in the Kiva. The Final will also consist of multiple-choice questions in scantron format.   

Extra Credit:  There isn’t any.  There will not be any.  Ever.  Please don’t ask.

Student Expectations

(1) Complete all assigned readings prior to class and be prepared to discuss and/or answer questions about those materials.

(2) Attend & participate in all class sessions.  See attendance policy below.

(3) Respect the identities, ideas, contributions, and beliefs of all members of the class and any invited guests.

Attendance & Participation

Students are expected to attend all sessions of the course.  “Attending” means more than physical presence: students are expected to awake, alert, attentive, and participatory (when appropriate) in class in order to be considered present. Absences are considered unexcused unless the student provides the instructor with written documentation as to the reason for the absence upon the student’s return to class (subject to instructor approval.  Students are responsible for any work or reading missed.  The instructor will not provide notes for sessions missed.  Any graded materials are due upon the student’s return to class.  Failure to regularly attend physically or intellectually is possible grounds for withdrawal from the course.

Policy on Phones & Other Distractions

Cell phones must be completely off (not silenced, not on vibrate, but completely off) and out of sight for the entirety of every session of class.  Violation of this policy can result in the instructor dropping the student from the course.  Any behavior disruptive to the class (talking out of turn, reading the newspaper or other non-class materials, etc.) can also result in an “instructor-drop”.

Statement Regarding Plagiarism / Cheating / Academic Dishonesty

Of all of the potential academic sins, trying to pass off someone else’s work as your own is by far the most egregious.  If I find that you have plagiarized any part or all of any work for this course, you will immediately fail the course and the situation will be turned over to the Dean of Students for potential further disciplinary action.  According to University policy, acts of plagiarism can be cause for dismissal from school.  Plagiarism includes any intentional or unintentional use of another’s ideas or words as your own (including cheating on exams, copying homework, un-cited text in papers, etc.)  If you have any questions as to what plagiarism is, consult the University handbook/catalog or the instructor. This is an absolutely zero-tolerance policy, and I will be very diligent in checking for plagiarism in any written work for this course.

iClicker

Students are required to purchase an iClicker from the UNM Bookstore.  Students are required to have their iClicker with them for every session of class.  Failure to do so will result in the student being considered absent for that day and a score of zero for any quiz given.  Your iClicker must be registered in order to receive grades for this portion of the course.  (http://www.iclicker.com)

VISTA (http://vista.unm.edu)

This course will utilize the VISTA system for posting grades, discussion of timely issues, announcements, and additional readings materials.  All students must be sure they check the VISTA page at least weekly. (http://vista.unm.edu)

Required Text

Goodman, Ryan J (ed).  Intersections Collection: Pearson Custom Sociology.  

        ***Be sure to purchase the reader with this course & my name listed with the greenish cover***

Recommended Text

Henslin, James M.  Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach (Core Concepts).  3rd/4th Edition.  

Additional Readings

Other readings may be provided to cover some topics the recommended text does not.  These readings will be posted on the course’s VISTA page.

Grading Scale
A+:  100%

C+:  77-79%

A:    90-99%

C:    70-76%

B+:  87-89%

D:    60-69%

B:    80-86%

F:     59 (
Accessibility Services

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

(Subject to Change)

Readings from Intersections are noted below, along with corresponding chapters or pages from the Henslin text.

Week 1: What the ^&% is Sociology?

1/19: Course Introduction, Syllabus, iClicker overview, etc.

1/21: An Introduction to Introduction to Sociology

Intersections: “Invitation to Sociology,” Peter L. Berger

Week 2: Theoretical Foundations & Paradigms: Old, White, Bearded European Guys

1/26:  Theory & Paradigms: Functionalism


Henslin: Chapter 1

1/28:  Theory & Paradigms:  Conflict


Henslin: Chapter 1 

Week 3:  Research Methods:  Putting the “-ology” in Sociology

2/2:  Theory & Paradigms:  Symbolic-Interaction


Henslin: Chapter 1

2/4:  Sociology is Science.  Really difficult Science, actually.
Intersections: “Did You Really Go to Church This Week?”  Hadaway & Marler


Henslin: Chapter 1 (Pages 19-31)

Week 4: Culture

2/9:  Culture: The Foundation of Society


Henslin: Chapter 2

2/11:  Cultural Elements & Global Perspective


Henslin: Chapter 2

Week 5: Socialization - You Are An Individual! (…just like everybody else…) 

2/16:  The Development of Identity & Socialization


Henslin: Chapter 3

Intersections:  “Socialization: The Internalization of Reality,” Berger & Luckman

2/18: Review for Exam 1

Week 6: Exam 1; Social Control

2/23:  EXAM 1

2/25: Social Control: The explanation for why you are not currently naked.


Henslin: Chapter 6

Week 7: Deviance & Criminology; Religion

3/2:  Deviance (Not Always Bad) & Criminology (Formal Deviance)


Henslin:  Chapter 6

Intersections: “The Influence of Situational Ethics on Cheating Among College Students,” 

McCabe

3/4: Religion as a Social Institution

Week 8: Religion, Contd.

3/9: FILM

3/11: Religion in a Global Perspective

Intersections:  “Contribution to the Critique…”  Karl Marx & Friederich Engels

Week 9:  Behave Yourselves!  (SPRING BREAK)

3/16:  NO CLASS
3/18:  NO CLASS

Week 10: Economic Sociology

3/23: Political Systems & Political Action 
Intersections:  “The Big Tilt: Participatory Inequality in America,” Verba, Schlozman, & 

Brady

3/25: Labor & Economics 

Week 11: Exam 2

3/30: Review for Exam 2

4/1: EXAM 2

Week 12: Stratification - The Basics & Social Class; Race

4/6: Systems of Stratification: The Basics, Class

Intersections:  “Media Magic: Making Class Invisible,” Gregory Mantsios


Henslin:  Chapter 7

4/8: Race & Stratification: Basics, Global Perspective


Henslin:  Chapter 9

Week 13: Stratification - Race & Ethnicity; Gender & Sexuality

4/13: Race & Stratification: Language, Racism

Intersections:  “Racism in the English Language,” Robert B. Moore
4/15: Ethnicity & Stratification


Henslin: Chapter 9

Intersections:  “Accent Penalties & the Earnings of Mexican-Americans,” Davila, Bohara, & 

Saenz

Week 14: Exam Review, Celebration of Colonialism/Genocide/Gluttony/Etc.

4/20: Gender & Sexuality


Henslin: Chapter 8

Intersections:  “The Language of Sexism,” Haig Bosmajian

Intersections:  “A Kiss Too Far?”  Guy Trebay
4/22:  Review for Exam 3

Week 15: Sociology of Education

4/27: EXAM 3

4/29: Brainwashing the Youth…er…I mean…Education!

Week 16: Marriage & The Family; Course Wrap-Up

5/4: Marriage & The Family


Henslin: Chapter 10

Intersections:  “The Way We Weren’t,” Stephanie Coontz 

5/6: Course Evaluations & Wrap-Up

Final Exam

Thursday, May 13th, 2010.  10:00 am - Noon.  Kiva Auditorium.

