Syllabus
Spring 2010

SOC 101-006: Introduction to Sociology

Dane Smith Hall, room 233
Saturday 11:00 pm - 1:30 pm

Instructor: Mate Pleic, M.A.

Office: Social Sciences Building, room 1071

E-mail: mpleic@unm.edu
Office hours: None. If you need to see me, e-mail me to make an appointment, or see me after class. The appointments can take place at my office between 10:00am and 5:00pm, Monday through Friday.
Course objectives:

Welcome to sociology. Sociology is a branch of social science that uses systematic methods of empirical investigation and socialcritical analysis

HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology" \l "cite_note-Classical_Statements4-2" to develop and refine a body of knowledge about human  structure and activity, often with the goal of applying such knowledge to the pursuit of social welfare. Its subject matter ranges from the micro level of face-to-face interaction to the macro level of societies at large.

Required textbooks:

Anthony Giddens, Mitchell Duneier, Richard P. Appelbaum, and Deborah Carr. 2009. Introduction to Sociology, Seventh edition. 
W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

-this textbook is available in form of an e-book, for a fraction of the price. If you want to use the e-book, you can access it at https://www.wwnorton.com/orders/customebooks/BrwChapters.aspx?ceid=167
Garth Massey. 2009. Readings for Sociology, Sixth edition. W. W. Norton & Company, Inc.

Grading policy

Attendance = 10%
You are expected to attend classes regularly. Attendance sheet will be passed around during each class. You are allowed 2 absences without consequences for your grade. Each additional absence will cost you .5 points of your attendance grade.
Quizzes (10) = 50%
We will have 5 quizzes during the semester. We will have quizzes every other class, starting from February 6. Each quiz will cover approximately two chapters of material from the textbook, and each will be worth 10% of your final grade. Quizzes will consist of 20 multiple choice questions.
Midterm exam = 20%
Midterm exam will consist of 50 multiple choice questions. The exam will be administered on March 13 and it will cover the material we discussed up to that point. We will have midterm in the first hour of the class on March 13. The mid-term exam is worth 20% of your final grade.
Final exam = 20%
The final exam will take place on Saturday, May 15, from 10:00am to 12:00pm. The final exam will follow the same format as the midterm exam, and will cover the material we discussed after the mid-term exam. The final exam is worth 20% of your final grade.

Grades will be calculated as follows:
A+  = 97.0-100; A = 93.0-96.9; A - = 90.0-92.9; B+ = 87.0-89.9; B = 83.0-86.9; B - = 80.0-82.9; C+  = 77.0-79.9; C = 73.0-76.9; C - = 70.0-72.9; D+ = 67.0-69.9; D  = 63.0-66.9; D - = 60.0-62.9, F = below 60.
If you have a legitimate excuse for missing a quiz of the midterm, you can make it up. Legitimate excuse would be something along the following lines: medical emergencies, weddings, funerals, family emergencies, and such. However, you have to provide evidence that your absence from a quiz or the midterm exam is legitimately excusable (ex: doctor’s note).
WebCT

Your grades will be posted on WebCT. To access the course web page on WebCT, go to vista.unm.edu, log in with your UNM NetID username and password, and then go to SOC101-006 tab.
Students with disabilities
In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodation.  It is the responsibility of the student to request accommodation for individual learning needs.  For further information, contact the Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 
Class plan
*All the assigned readings should be done before class
Week 1: Saturday, January 23
Syllabus
What is sociology?

Required readings: pp.3-15 in Chapter 1 of Giddens et al.; The Sociological Imagination (#2) in Massey
Suggested readings: Sociology as an Individual Pastime (#1) in Massey
Modern sociological theories
Required readings: pp.15-24 in Chapter 1 of Giddens et al.; Public Sociologies: Contradictions, Dilemmas, and Possibilities (#4) in Massey
Week 2: Saturday, January 30
Sociological research methods
Required readings: pp.27-49 in Chapter 2 of Giddens et al.; What Makes Sociology Different? (#3); Racism and Research: The Case of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study (#7) in Massey

Suggested readings: Telling the Truth about the Damned Lies and Statistics (#6) in Massey
Culture 
Required readings: pp.53-63 in Chapter 3 of Giddens et al.
Week 3: Saturday, February 6
Quiz #1 (11:00am – 11:30am)
Culture (cont’d)
Required readings: pp.70-82 in Chapter 3 of Giddens et al.; From Nike Culture: The Sign of the Swoosh (#8) in Massey
Socialization
Required readings: pp.85-98 in Chapter 4 of Giddens et al.
Week 4: Saturday, February 13
Socialization through lifecourse
Required readings: pp.98-104 in Chapter 4 of Giddens et al.
Social interaction 
Required readings: pp.107-131 in Chapter 5 of Giddens et al.; On Face-Work (#13) in Massey; The Code of the Street (#11) in Massey
Week 5: Saturday, February 20
 Groups and conformity
Required readings: pp.135-143 in Chapter 6 of Giddens et al.; The My Lai Massacre: A Crime of Obedience? (#5) in Massey
Organizations
Required readings: pp.147-163 in Chapter 6 of Giddens et al.
Week 6: Saturday, February 27
Organizations (cont’d)
Required readings: pp.163-170 in Chapter 6 of Giddens et al.; Police Accounts of Normal Force (#34) in Massey 

Deviance and crime

Required readings: pp.171-184 in Chapter 7 of Giddens et al.; The Saints and the Roughnecks (#29) in Massey
Crime 
Required readings: pp.184-200 in Chapter 7 of Giddens et al.
Week 7: Saturday, March 6
Quiz #2 (11:00am – 11:30am)
Stratification

Required readings: pp.205-221 and pp.241-243 in Chapter 8 of Giddens et al.
Suggested readings: Manifesto of the Communist Party (#23) in Massey
Inequality and social mobility in the United States

Required readings: pp.221-229 in Chapter 8 of Giddens et al.
Poverty in the United States 
Required readings: pp. 229-240 in Chapter 8 of Giddens et al.; Uses of the Underclass in America (#31) in Massey
Suggested readings: Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America (#22) in Massey
Week 8: Saturday, March 13
Midterm (11:00am – 12:00pm)
Global inequality

Required readings: pp.247-260 in Chapter 9 of Giddens et al.
Global economic development

Required readings: pp.260-275 in Chapter 9 of Giddens et al.; The Foundations of Third World Poverty (#38) in Massey
Week 9: No class (Spring recess)
Week 10: Saturday, March 27
Quiz #3 (11:00am – 11:30am)
Gender inequality

Required readings: pp.279-313 in Chapter 10 of Giddens et al.; House Bound: Women’s Agency in White Separatist Movements (#50) in Massey
Week 11: Saturday, April 3
Race and ethnicity

Required readings: pp.317-333 in Chapter 11 of Giddens et al.

Suggested readings: Optional Ethnicities: For Whites Only? (#21) in Massey
Racial and ethnic relations in the United States

Required readings: pp.333-352 in Chapter 11 of Giddens et al.; Women Without Class: Chicas, Cholas, Trash, and the Presence or Absence of Class Identity (#17) in Massey, Love and Race Caught in the Public Eye (#19) in Massey 

Week 12: Saturday, April 10
Power, authority, and the state

Required readings: pp.381-404 in Chapter 13 of Giddens et al.
Social movements

Required readings: pp.404-418 in Chapter 13 of Giddens et al.; Grassroots Activism: Mothers of East Los Angeles (#49) in Massey

Work and economic life

Required readings: pp.423-435 in Chapter 14 of Giddens et al.

Suggested readings: Hanging Tongues: A Sociological Encounter with the Assembly Line (#24) in Massey
Week 13: Saturday, April 17
Quiz #4 (11:00am – 11:30am)
Modern economy

Required readings: pp.435-457 in Chapter 14 of Giddens et al. 

Suggested readings: Size Does Count, at Least for French Fries: Minnesota’s Straight River (#37) in Massey
Families and intimate relations

Required readings: pp.461-491 in Chapter 15 of Giddens et al.; Love, Arranged Marriage, and the Indian Social Structure (#40) in Massey, Domestic Networks (#42) in Massey
Week 14: Saturday, April 24
Education 

Required readings: pp.495-513 in Chapter 16 of Giddens et al.
Mass media and technology

Required readings: pp.513-523 in Chapter 16 of Giddens et al.
Week 15: Saturday, May 1
Religion

Required readings: pp.527-543 in Chapter 17 of Giddens et al.; From The Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of Capitalism (#39) in Massey
World religions

Required readings:  pp.543-561 in Chapter 17 of Giddens et al.; Religious Community and American Individualism (#46) in Massey 

Suggested readings: From Amish Society (#47) in Massey

Week 16: Saturday, May 8
Quiz #5 (11:00am – 11:30am)
Monday, December 7: Urbanization

Required readings: pp.607-630 in Chapter 19 of Giddens et al.; The Rise and Fall of Mass Rail Transit (#35) in Massey
Population, industrialization, and the environment

Required readings: pp.630-651 in Chapter 19 of Giddens et al.
Week 17 (Finals week): May 15
Final exam (10:00am – 12:00pm, same room)

