Syllabus for Sociology 481 Lab, Sections 8 and 9
Sociology 481 Research Methods in Sociology,

Section 2 with Dr. John Roberts

Soc 481 Lab Section 8

Tuesdays 5:00-5:50

DSH Room 143

Soc 481 Lab Section 9

Thursdays 3:30-4:20

DSH Room 143

Lab Facilitator: Rebecca Erickson



Contact Info: 

Office Hours: Tuesday 3:30-4:30pm



Email: rerick83@unm.edu
Office: SSCO 1075





Office Phone: 277-8316 

Course Description and Objectives:

The Sociology 481 Lab course is intended to supplement your Sociology 481 Lecture course, Research Methods in Sociology, with Dr. John Roberts.  It is designed to offer you additional time, support, and feedback as you engage with the material in Sociology 481.  Each week we will reinforce the current Soc 481 material, engage in applied and collaborative work to deepen understanding, and review any instructional needs, clarifications, questions, or concerns.  The Soc 481 lab will provide an opportunity for you to process theoretical, conceptual and practical aspects of research methods in sociology.

Teaching and Learning:  A Brief Pedagogical Philosophy
My philosophy is that we constitute a community of learners wherein I am merely a facilitator of your educational development.  I may have certain knowledge about Sociology, but each of you comes with unique experience, awareness, and understanding that I could never offer.  We are coming together to learn from each other, to grow and evolve, to challenge and be challenged, and to engage with and apply the material in a meaningful way.  I am interested in you having the opportunity and taking the opportunity to expand your mind and uplift your spirit.  I continuously reflect upon how to assess and evaluate you without the use of tests and I am always open to your suggestions.  

Course Assignments:

There will be 4 to 5 lab assignments over the semester, depending on time and need.  They are intended to integrate your theoretical, conceptual, practical, and experiential knowledge as well as to help you prepare for your Soc 481 paper and exams.  Each assignment will take approximately two weeks, sometimes less, sometimes more.  Assignments will be given substantial class-time, though some may require additional work outside of the lab sessions.  It is advisable for you to bring a flash drive to each lab session so you can readily save any work you do during class.  Assignments are 25 points each and will be graded according to their completeness and accuracy.  If you happen to miss a due date, you should still work through the assignment, as each one is an important piece for the overall progression of the course.  Though you will only be able to receive half credit for late work, I will accept late assignments up to one week past the due date.  
Course Expectations and Classroom Policies:
Attendance will be recorded and factored into your final grade as an additional lab assignment grade.  There are a total of 25 points possible for this grade; you have one free absence and then I will deduct 2 points per each lab session you miss.  It behooves you to attend as much as possible, both to enhance your learning and to support meaningful group participation. It is also advisable for you to connect with your classmates so that you are readily able to find out what you may have missed in lecture and/or lab if you happen to be absent.   If there is a week in which you are absolutely unable to attend your lab section, try to attend the other lab section that week (see top of page for schedule).  If you are unable to attend either lab that week, communicate your absence to me as soon as possible.  If I am informed ahead of time, we can arrange for you to make up any work you may have missed.  
Respect and Consideration for Others:  This is the most important expectation of you for this course.  In order to ensure an environment that is safe, open, honest, and free, we must all come to class with mutual respect and consideration, with the awareness of our impact on others and our influence in the group dynamic.  This includes using respectful verbal and nonverbal communication when we convey our ideas, listening mindfully to each other as we share and dialogue, providing constructive and supportive feedback, avoiding side conversations that disrupt adjacent peers, and being as unobtrusive as possible if you come in late.
University Policies: 
Academic Honesty/Plagiarism: Cheating or plagiarism of any kind is unacceptable.  If I suspect you have plagiarized or cheated, we will first meet to discuss the issue and clarify.  If it is the case that you have acted dishonestly, i.e. plagiarized/cheated in full conscience, I am required to report it to the Dean of you College.  This activity will then be recorded on your permanent academic record and you will have to be failed from the course.  This is a big deal!!  If you are having any trouble with the course or an assignment/assessment, see me as soon as possible so we can work on a remedy or accommodation.  It is not worth it to resort to cheating.  
Students with Disabilities: Please inform me as soon as possible about any accommodation you need. The University, the Sociology Department, and I are committed to providing any assistance possible to support your educational needs, progress, and success.  

In accordance with University Policy 2310 and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any student who, 
because of a disability, may require some special arrangements in order to meet course requirements should 
contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. It is the responsibility of the 
student to request accommodation for individual learning needs. For further information, contact the 

Accessibility Resource Center at 277-3506. 

Grades and Grade Tracker:

There is not a separate grade for the lab; your lab score will be factored into your lecture grade.  Your lab score will consist of the four or five lab assignments as well as the sixth “lab assignment” that accounts for your attendance:
Grade Tracker:

	Lab
	Possible Points
	Your Score

	Lab 1
	25 pts
	_____________/25

	Lab 2
	25 pts
	_____________/25

	Lab 3
	25 pts
	_____________/25

	Lab 4
	25 pts
	_____________/25

	Lab 5
	25 pts
	_____________/25

	“Lab 6” – Attendance
	25 pts [Deduct 2 points per day missed]
	_____________/25

	Total
	150 pts
	_____________/150


There may be a few diagnostic ‘quizzes’ over the duration of the semester. These ‘quizzes’ are designed for self-assessment: a chance for you to gauge your progress in the course.  They will not be graded for credit, but assessed for accuracy so that you can know where you stand in regard to a concept or problem.  
