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Sandia Fellow Jeff Brinker lauded
by group that tracks science pubs

Mo one has been hotter inthe world of chemilstry over a 10-year period
than Sandia Fellow and UMM professor Jeff Brinker, according to the
Philad elphia-based organizaticn known as I51 (Instltute for Sclentiflc Infor-
mation), The organization uses computer searches of more than 10,000
Journals to chart the number of times
a paper has been referenced In cther
sclentific papers.

From February to April 2005, Jeff
led all researchers in the world of chem-
Istry in the inoease in the number of
times his papers were clied overa 10-
year period. He was also in the top one
percerit of Increase in materlals clta-
ticns. the Lal News learned from Jen-
nifer Minnick. 15I's coordinator of
"Esseritlal Sclence Indlcators.”

But when Is a reference “chemistny”
and when is it “materials™?

According to Minnick, 151 reassigns
all papers to the highest category a
researcher has been cited in. Thus
hecause [eff was cited in more chiem-
Istry papers than materlals papers over the last 10 years. his materials citatlons
were moved over into the chermistry column for totaling, “Tt's not a firm
line.” she =aid, but totalirg the two similar sclences together Is appropriate.
The materlals citatiors by themselves were impressive in numbser, she sald.

Cine schiool of thought holds that the test of a paper’s worth is the num-
ber of times it is referenced by other scientists in their footnotes. A high num-
ber of cltations by others 1s one possible measure of distinguishing contribu-
tors to the advancement of sclence from those who may publish for the sake
of publishing,

By this measure, Jeffis among sclence leaders in more ways than the cur-
renit measurement. [5] considers papers that have recelved at least 45 citations
as bedng in the top cre percent of their field. In all fields over the past 10 years,
151 has listed 14 Brinker papers with more than 50 cliations, and in his career
mare than 30 such highly cited papers, totaling more than 4,000 cltations,

In the cument case lauded by 151, cver a 10-year period ending in Febroary,
Jeff's chemistry cltatlons stood at 35 papers clted 754 times. By April. 39 papers
were clted 1214 times — “a higher Increase than amy other sclentist in chermn-
istry In our database for this perlcd,” savs Minnick.

|eff's latest greatest hits have concerned evaporation-induced self-assembly
at the nanoscale. Two that stimulated the greatest sclentific interest appearsd
in Nature in 1997 and Advanced Materlals in 1990,

SANDIA FELLCW Jeff Brinker in his lab.

— Neal Singer




