Y LECTURE XXV ORATION FOR CLUENTIUS. s

iuch warmth and enrnestness, keeps clear.of turgi
tion. The peroration turns on two points; spm in
which the character and. conduct  of Sassia ought. to.e
the compassion due to a son,, persecated »E.ozmr his :who,
by siich a mother. He recapitulates the erimes. of Sassia e
lewdness, - her violation of every decorum, her incestio
riages, her violence and cruelty. "He places, in the mos
light, the eagerness and fury which she had %wamﬁ in th
was carrying ou against her son; deseribes her ._oE. ve fiven ‘only ‘a skeleton of this oration ow Cicero
Larinum to Rome, with ﬂﬂ.w:- m_;. attendants, M.MH mw.m %. grea rmﬁm vw_g%wﬂ% aimed at, was to show. his disposition
of money, that she Eﬂm b eoploy every mothod  fo , »Emmwom 5 his arrangement - of facts, -and the conduct and
venting and oppressing him in this trial ; ‘while in the . of ‘his matn argaments. But, in order fo have 4
courso of her journey, sho was 5o mo&omﬁ& 2 to make ,w w of the subject, and of the art with which the orator
tude wherever she lodged; she was shuaned and av idegl jages it, recourse must be had to the original: Few of Ci.
all; her company, and her very moowﬁmv sﬂam um&nos”@ gt orations contain a-greater variety of facts and argumen-
glous; the house was deemed pot tiel, whic) was e , which renders it difficult to analyze itfully. But for
by so ahandoned a woman.* To this he o%wommw the M_H m 2 Wi ! .
¥ e. He produc Ol - ol : .
MMWMM%NMMNMMM@ MMWMWMM”MMW%MM MMMWMMMWWH. his ?..,ME... giver auw._..u_mw ms.& intricate cause, with order, elegance, gm.wownm.
the most ample and rozoﬁmzm manner by a public decree; .
“supported by a great concourse of the most noted E_Ew 2
who were now present, to second every a::m that Cice
say in favour of Cluentius. .
. “Wherefore, judges,” he concludes, “if you abo:
crimes, stop tho trimph of this Jmplous woman, Prel wqomm ‘au.amsum of the structure m:a component parts of
most unnatural mother from rejoicing in her son’s blo i ion, I purposed making some observations on the
W.H.;n_Mowmm“%.%mmuﬂsﬁhoﬂ“sH.MWMMMM@W&M _M_MMM_“”“HMW - liar : strain; thie ‘distinguishing characters, of each of the
through the calumnies raised against him by Sassia, Op) m,ﬂ.oﬁ kinds of public speaking. I have already treated of
cus, Ea. all their adherents. Better far had it been for’ “a.
have euded his days at once by the poison which Oppi
had prepared for him, than to have escaped those snar
must still be oppressed by an odium which I have show

. ‘But in'you " he frusts, in your clemeney -and your
i r& now on a full and fair hearing of this cause, you
Bl restore him to his honour ; you will restors him to s
riands and fellow-citizens, of whose zeal aind high estimation of
liave deen such strong proofs; and will show, by your
, that though faction and o&ﬂ:ﬁ% may reign for a while
ar meetings and harangues, in trial and hmmqﬁmiumm@a
o.the' truth only.”

. _ LECTURE XXIX.

..&.MHODGMZOM OF THE mudvmu:,.

he _.mng.nnw,” which remains for this lecture is, the strain
rit.0 ,.&:& &caﬁon_cm.smmor is suited to the pulpit.

€+ Cun wE:dE-EsE.m hujus judicium el nuntiatum est, coufestiir

lavit, ne ant accusatoribus diligentia, ant pecunia testibus deesset; Y mou_. msnm. ow its subjects Enmn be po_n:oi&@& mgwe.::.
mater hoc sibi optatissimum spectaculum hijus sordium atque luc

squaloris amitterit. Jam vero quod iter Romam hujns mulieris fuiss : Mmﬂ. ty. ol er. H__—o% are such as cc.m.rn fo interest ovEry one
-tis? Quod ego, propter vicinitatem Aquinatium wn Venafranoru : ' an Vm .UH.OEWE“ home to every man’s Tmml mw.&. such as ad-
comperi: guos concursus in  his oppidis? Quantos et virorum el the same time, both the highest mgvm:_mrgaﬁﬁ in describ-
gemutus esse factos ? Muilierem quandam Larino, mE.E illam usque; -
pero Romam proficisci, cun magno comitatu et pecnnia, quo faciling circtl
._ErEc capitis, atque opprimere fililum possit. Nemo erat illorum, vm u
quin expiandum {llam locum esse arbitraretur quacunque illa. ite;
nemo, quin terram ipsam violari, quz mater est o:..:::ﬁ. ‘vestiglis cor
matris_putaret. Itaque nullo. in oppido consistendi ei potestas fuil
tot w_omﬂ;__:a mventus est, qui non contaglonem adspectus fugeret,

eacher has also great advantages in treating his mcgmo?.
aks not'to one or a- few judges, but to a large assembly-
moS.a.Wm.oE all interruption.  Heis obliged to no replies,
tsmporaneous . efforts. . He chooses his theme at leisure ;
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and comes to the public with all the assistance which th
accurate premeditation can give him, T
But, together with these m%mﬁwmmmu there are also pect
mﬁ..ﬂmn::mmm‘ that attend the eloquence of the pulpit. The w._.mm,\m% i
1t is true, has no trouble in contending with an adversary ; it
then, debate and contention enliven genius, and procure Hol
tion, The pulpit orator is, perhaps, in too quiet possession.
his field, His subjects of discourse are, in ﬁrmEmmr_amﬁ
and important ; but they are subjects trite and familiar,
have for ages employed so many speakers, and so manyp
the public ear is s0 much accustomed to them, that it requ
more than an ordinary power of genius to fix attention.
thing within the reach of art is more difficult, than to bestowion:
what is coramon, the grace of novelty, No sort of compaosifi
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gh we have a great number of moderately good preachers,

e lave, however, so few that are singularly eminent. We are

| “far ‘from perfection in the art of preaching ; and perhaps

liere are few things in which-it is mors diffieult to excel.* 'The

¢t, however, is noble, and worthy, upon many accounts, of
ng pursued with zeal.

It may perhaps occur to some, that preaching is no proper

bject of the art of eloquence. This, it may be said, belongs

nly to human studies and inventions : but the truths of religion,

th'the greater simplicity, and the less mixture of art they are
forth, -are likely to prove the more successful. This objec-
1 would have weight, if eloquence were, ag the persons who

make such an objection commonly take it to be, an ostentations
bl deceitful art, the study of words and of plausibility ‘only,
alculated to please, and to tickle the ear. But against this idea
eloquetice, I have all along guarded, True eloquence is the
art of placing truth in the most advantageous light for convietion
nd persuasion, This is what every good man who preaches the
gospel not only may, but ought to have at heart. It is most in-
mately connected with the success of his ministry ; and were
tieedful, as assuredly it is not, to reason any further. on. this
iead, we might refer to the discourses of the prophets and
postles, as models of the most sublime and persuasive elo-
uence, adapted both to the imagination and the passions: of
en, _ , :

An essential requisite in order to preach well, is to have a
tist, and, at the same time, a fixed and habitual view of the end
of preaching. For in i art can any man execute well, who hag
10t a just idea of the end and object of that art. The end ofal]
aching is, to'persuade men to become good. Every sermon,
lierefore, should be a persuasive oration. Not but that the
reacher is to instruct and to teach, to reason and argue. -All

whatever is such.a trial of skill, as where the merit of I
wholly in the execution 3 not.in giving any information th
new, not in convincing men of what they did not believe ; b
-dressing truths which they knew, and of which they were be
convinced, in such colours as may most forcibly affect f
Imagination and heart.* - Ii ig to be considered, too, that:th
subject of the preacher generally confines him to abstract quali
to virtues and vices ; whereas, that of other popular sped
leads them to treat of persons: which is a subject that
monly interests the hearers more, and takes faster hold o
‘imagination. The preacher’s business is solely to make yo
“test the crime. -The pleader’s, to make you detest the ori
He describes a living person; and with more facility »
“your indignation. From these causes, it comes to pass,

* What I have said on this -subject, coincides ~yery much with the observ:
made hy the famons M; Bruyére, in his Meeurs de Sidcle, when he is com
the eloquence of the pulpit to that of thé bar, Y’éloquence de la chairé,
qui y entre d’humdin, et du talent de Forateur, est cachée, comnpe de
prersonnes, et d’une difficile exécuticn, 1 faut marcher par des cheming
dire ce qui a été dit, et.ce que Von prévoit que vous allez dire : les matiér
grandes, mais usées et triviales; ley principes siirs, mafs dont. g5 au
pénétrent les conclusions d'une seule vue: il y entre des sujets «qui sont su
mais qui peut traiter le sublime?—Le prédicateur n'est point soutenu cor
I'avocat par des faits tonjours nouveaux, par de différens événemens, .
aventures inonies ; it ne s’exerce point sur les questions douteuses ; il ne fa
valolr es vielentes conjectuves, et lcs présemptions ; tontes choses, néal

~qui élévent le pénie, lui donnent de ia force et de P'étendue, et qui contrai
hien moins Véloquence, qu'elles nele fixent, et le dirigent. Il doit, au eoné
tirer son discours d’une source commung et oli tout le monde puisse yetsils’é
de ces lienx communs, il n’est plus populaire ; il est abstrait ou declamat;
The inference which he draws from these reflections is very just—*Ii aw.n
aisé de précher que de plaider ; mais pius difficile de bien précher que’d
plaider.””  Les Caractéres, ou Meeurs de ce Siécle, p, 601,

¥ What I say;here, and in other passages, of our belng far from perfection in
art of preaching, and of there being few who are singnlarly eminent in it, is
0 be always understood as referring to an iG.al view of the perfection of this
rt, which none perhaps, since the days of the apostles, ever did, or ever will
acl. But in that degree of the eloguence of the pulpit, which promotes, in a .
ongiderable measure, the great end of edification, and gives a just title to high
&putation and esteem, there are wany who hold a very honourable rank. I
gree entirely in opinion with.a candid judge {Dr. Campbell on Rhetoric, book
ch, 10.) who observes, that considering how rare the talent of eloquence js
ong meri, and considering all the disadvantages nnder which preachers lahour,
tienlarly from the frequency of this exercise, joined with the other duties of
i office, to which fixed pastors are obliged, there is more reason to won-
ef that we hear so many insfructive, and even eloguent sermons, than that

e hear so few,

Il
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persuasion, as I'sliowed formerly, is to be founded on conyigt 2
The understanding must always be applied to in the first place; ik
orderto make o lasting impression on the heart ; and he who woull
work on men’s passions, or influsnce their practice, withog o
first giving them just prineiples, and enlightening their minds;
is no bettér than a mere declaimer. He may raise trangi D
emotions, or kindle a passing ardour ; but can produce no.solids:
or lasting effect. At the same time, it must be rememb :
that all the preacher’s instructions are to he of the practi
kind: and that persuasion must ever be his ultimate o

It is not to discuss some abstruse point, that he ascends ‘th
pulpit. It is not to illustrate some metaphysical truth,.or
inform men of something which they never heard before ; but it
to make them better men ; it is to give them, at once, clear view
and persuasive impressions of religious truth, The eloquenc
of the pulpit, then, must be popular eloquence. One of the firs
qualities of preaching is to be popular ; not in the sense of @
commodation to the humours and prejudices of the pedplé:
(which tends only to make a preacher contemptible,) hut, in_
true sense of -the word, calculated to make impression on i}
people ; to strike and to seize their hearts. | scruple not thers
fore to assert, that the abstract and philosophical manner
preaching, however it may have sometimes heen admired
formed upon a very faulty idea, and deviates widely from:tki
Just plan of pulpit- eloguence. Rational, indeed, a preac
ought always to be ; he must give his audience clear ideds
every subject, and entertain them with sense, not with soun,
but to he an accurate reasoner will be small praise, if he be
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0 his exhiortations, superior.in its effects to all the arts of
tudied eloquence ; and, without it, the assistance of art will
dom be able to conceal the mere declaimer, - A spirit of true
‘would prove the most effectual guard against those errors
i preachers are apt to commit. It would make their dis-
r58s solid, cogent, and useful; it would prevent those frivo.
nd ostentatious harangues which have no other aim than
ely to make a parade of spesch, or amuse an audience’; and
aps the difficulty of attaining that pitch of habitual piety
oodness, which the perfection of pulpit éloquence would
equire, and of uniting it with that thorough knowledgé of the
orld, and those other talents which are requisite for excelling
in-the pulpit, is one of the great causes why so few arrive at
v high eminence in this sphere.
The chief characteristics of tho eloguence suited to the pul-
t,’as distinguished from the other kinds of public speaking,
ear to me to be these two, gravity and warmth, The seriove
ture of the subjects belonging to the pulpit, requires gravity ;
¢ir importance to mankind, requires warmth, It is far from
being either easy or comumnon to unite these characters of elo-
ience. The grave, when it is predominant, is apt to run intp
ull uniform solemnity. The warm, when it wants gravity,
ers on the theatrieal and light. The union of the two must
tadied by all preachérs as of the utinost consequence, hoth
he "coinposition of their discourses, and in their manner of
ivery. Gravity and warmth united, form that character of
caching which the French call onction; the affecting, pene-
2 persuasive speaker also. . g, interesting manner, .mos;:m from a strong mm&mmvﬂx% of
- Now, if this be the proper idea of a .mmquF a persudsi M&. rt .?.” the preacher to the Importance of those traths ﬁ.?or he
oration, one very Em&wmm_.oo:mmmg:g follows, that the preacher wmm,:ﬁﬂmw and an earnest desire that they may make fall impres-
himself, in order to be successful, must be a good man. .In 4 on the hearts of his hearers. i .
preceding lecture, [ endeavoured to show, that on no subje ext to a Just idea of the Dature and object of pulpit elo-
can any man be ‘truly eloquent, who does not utter the # vér N ._¢5. point’ of greatest mportance to a preacher, 1 2
voces ab imo pectore,” who does not speak the language of I gper or_cso of .ﬁpm msEmowm on which he preaches. To give
own conviction, and his own feelings. If this holds, as in " Emm,mﬂww the choice of subjects m.ow Sermons, r&cwmm to the
opinion it does, in other kinds of public speaking, it certain (piogloal more than to the rhetorical chair ; only, in gencral,
holds:in the highest degree in preaching, . There, it is of the ul ..”m WH m.ro&.m be such as appear to the Wwam.o her LS* be the M.zwmn
most consequence that the speaker firmly believe both the trafh; Th .&w. and the best mnoogionﬁ*& Jo the N:‘o:w_m msomm c» iis
and the importance of those principles which he inculcates):: “rence, No man nmz.cm ca mm mc_mzma» wio m%omn.mw. wma
on others ; and, not ouly that he believe them speculative EE% on subjects, or. @ mﬂ.w_.:u WHoR ene.or lew of the m
but ‘have a lively and serious fe eling of them, . Q_E.m : prehend. The unmeaning applause which the ignorant give

: , hat is above their capacity, common sense, and commen
always give an earnestness and str 2 s j ? .. -
RN S " = d strength, a forvour f 1ty, must teacli every man to despise. Usefulness and.true
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impression made must always be more undeterminate ; and
struction conveyed will; commonly too, be less direct and
nvincing.  General subjects, indeed, such as the excellency of
pleasures of religion, are often chosen by young preachers,
the iiiost showy, and the easiest to be handled ; and doubtless,
teral: views of religion are not to be neglected, as on geveral
ircasions they ‘have greal propriety. But these are not the
ubjetts: most favourable for producing the high effects of
hing. They fall in almost unavoidably with the beaten
of common-place thought. Attention is much more com-
ided by- seizing some particular view of a great subject,
e single interesting topic, - and directing to that point the
ole :force of argument and eloquence. To recommend some
B:grace or virtue, or to inveigh against a particular vice, fur-
- lishes a subject not deficient in unity or precision ; but if we
confine. gurselvés to that virtue or vice as asswming a particular.
ﬁww..., ct, and consider it as it appears in certain characters, or
(affécts certain situations in life, the subject becomes still more

eloquence always go together ;. and no man.gan-long be repnkd
a good preacher who is not acknowledged to he a useful- ongf
The rales which relate to the coriduet of the differeri
of a sermon, the introduction, - division, argumentative;
pathetic parts, I reserve till I come to treat of the conduet
diseourse in general; but some fules and observations; .w
respect a sermon as a particular species of composition, -
now give, 4nd-1 hope they may be-of some: use. _
The first which T shall mention’ is, to attend to the .zs:.w ok
sermon. Uity indeed is of greal consequence in every.com G
sition ; hut in other discourses, where the cheice and-direghio
of the subject are not left to.the speaker, it may be less inliis
power to preserve it. In a.sermon, it must be alway,
preacher’s own fault if he transgress it.  What. I mean b u
is, that there should be soine one main point to which the. wit
strain of the sermon.should refer. It must-not be 4 bundled
different subjeets strung together, but one object must predemi

nate througliout. This rule is founded on what we all: exper

ence, that theé mind can fully attend only to.one capital.obg
at a time. By dividing, you always weaken the -impress
Now this unity, without which no sermon can either-have muy
beauty, or much force, does not require that there should hemos
divisions or separate heads in the discourse, or that one ginglé
thought should be, again and again, turned up to the hear
different lights: It is not to be understood in so narrow a seises
it admits of some variety ; it admits of underparts and appens -
dages, provided always that so mich unjon and connexi
Pbreserved,. as to make the whole concur in some one impress,
upon the mind, I may employ, for instance, several . different &-of information than of persuasion, that discourses are de-
arguments to eénforce the love of God ; I may also inquire red from the pulpit : and nothing is more opposite to persua-
haps, into the causes of the decay of this virtue ; still one; on;. than an unnecessary and tedjous fulness. There are
object is presented to the mind ; but if, because my tex ays..some things which the- preacher may suppose to be
“He that loveth God, must love his. brother also,” I ghi own; and some things which he may only slightly touch. If
therefore, mingle in one discourse arguments for the love ol g geek to omit nothing which his subject suggests, it will una-
God and for the love of our neighbour, I should offend wiip; 2toidably happen that he will encumber it, and weaken its force,
donahly against unity, and leave a very loose and confiised In studying a sermon, he ought to place himself in the situa-
pression on the hearers’ minds; - . ' .of a serious hearer. Let him suppose the subject. ad-

In the second place, sermens are always the more st od to himself: let him consider what views of it would
and commonly the more useful, the more ‘precise and particg iike, him most; what argwments would be most Likely to
the subject of them is: : Thig follows, in a great measure;ifzon ade him; what parts of it would dwell most upon his
what I was' just now illustrating, Though a general: stibjentit < Let these be employed as his principal materials ; and
capable of being condacted with a considerable dégree of it it i

heseit is most likely his genius will exert itself with the
yet that unity can never be so complete as in ‘a particulapi catest vigour. The spinning and wire-drawing mode,, which

doferesting.  The execution is, I admit, more difficult, but the
t and:the effect are higher.,

In: the. third place, never study to say all that can be said
pon- 4 -subject ; no-error is greater than this, Select the most
tseful,” the most striking and persuasive topics which the text
ggests, and .regt the discourse upon these. If the doctrines
ich ministers. of the Gospel preach were altogether new to
their hearers,: it. might be requisite for them to be exceedingly
it on. every particular, lest there should be any hazard of theiy
affording complete information. But it is much less for the
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is not uncommon among preachers, enérvates the noblest Whenever you bring forth what a man fesls to touch
It may indeed be a consequence of observing the rule. _ #0wh-: character, or to suit his own &S:Eﬂmaom_@ you are.

I am now giving, that fewer sermons will be preached: iof interesting him, No study is more necessary for this
one text than is spmetimes done; but- thig will, in my opit se, than the study of human life, and the human heart, To
be attended with no disadvantage. I know no benefit 4k e:to unfold the heart, and to discover & man to himself, in
arises from introducing a whole system of religious. truth ..m_r_". n.which he never saw hig owit character before, produces
every lext. The simplest-and most natural method; by-f; %ﬁg@mww:_ effect. As long ag the preacher hovers in g claud
to choose that view of a subject to  which the text pringip Hgeheral observations, and descends not to trace the particular
leads, and to dwell no longer on the text, than is sufficién; s and _features of manners, the audience are apt to think
discussing the subject in that view, which can commonly be. mselves unconcerned in the description. It is the _m?ma:m
with sufficient profoundness and. distinctness, in one or'd yracy. of moral characters that gives the chjef power and
discourses : for it is a very false notion to imagine, that tto a preacher's discourse. Hence, examples founded on
always preach the most profoundly, or go the deepest info cal -facts, and drawn from real life, of which king the
subject; who dwell on it the longest, . On the contra 3 @Ewmm afford many, always, when they are we]l chosen, corn-
tedious cirouit which some are ready to take in all their illg 2mand high. attention.  No favourable opportunity of iniro ducing
trations, is very frequently owing, either to their want -of: dis} e8¢ should be omitted. They correct, in some degree, that
cernment for perceiving what is most important in the sulijeck wmqybgm.o to which I before observed preaching is subject, of
or to their want of abiliy for placing it in the most propet g confined to treat of qualities in the abstract, not of persons,
of view, . S ight and reality of religious truths in the mogt
In the fourth place, study above all things to render being light. . Perhaps the most beautiful, and among the
instruetions interesting to the hearers. This is the. groat: _mmawﬁ. sermons of ‘any, though, indeed, the mogt difticylt

-and mark of {rue genius for the eloquence of the pulpit’ifal %E@bﬁﬁon».mqm such ag are Ej_.q characteristical, oy founded

nothing is so fatal to success in preaching, as a dry 3 :m‘_mq ,mm_ﬁm.ﬁo.w of gome wmo@&. character, or remarkable

A dry sermon can never be a good one. In order to preiighe S story,.in awn‘mmaam writings ; by pursuing which one

an interesting manner, much will depend upon the delivel ; .‘Mﬁ and lay, open, some of Ems_cﬁ secret windings of

discourse ; for the manner in which a man speaks, is ‘of @MM cart.  Other topies ﬁ.uw.w_...om&::m have been much beaien;

utmost consequence for. affecting his audience ; but much ud s 18 a field, which, wide in itself, has hitherto been little

also depend on the composition of the discourse. Correc

%_.«m.m. by the .oo:.%ommwm of sermons, and possesses all the ad-
guage, and elegant description, are but the secondary instriimén .:mmmmmmwmg being M:Zonm.. new, and EmE%. useful.  Bishop
of preaching in an interesting manner. The great secret’lig ot o ,_ME wwﬂ & a%.ﬁ acter of .wm\mms. will give an idea of
in bringing home all that is spoken to the hearts of the hi he £ % : mmo%“ﬁ which I have in my eye.

80 as to make every man think that the preacher is addregs) mod HH mm.s a5t place, let me add caution against (ak-
him in particular. For this end, let him avoid mu,msﬁmn& 2 the Moo ﬁwmm%wm:m. from particular fashions that chance
souings ; avoid expressing himself in general speculative prop ave s msm..sm_. Hmmm H.ws.m torrents %mm swell to-day, and
sitions, or laying down practical truths in an abstract metaphysiz .&..@o % toal wME%A% _w to-morrow, Sometimes it is the
cal manner. As much as possible, the discourse ought to:p ashion on .:M mm:wm.un sometimes of philosophical, that has
carried on in the strain of direct address to the audience sther time a]] Side; a one time it must be all bathetic,
in the strain of one writing ‘an essay, but ‘of eno speaki ; e oo ﬁwwm.nﬂmimmﬁ:\.m» according as some cslebrated
a multitnde, and studying to mix what is called application : Hm vor m&m &mwmﬁm mH. Each of these Eommmu in the
or what has an immediate reference to practice; with mp “doe n, will T %ﬁr Y5 an e who co:ws.:wm himself {p any
trinal and didactic parts of the sérmon. _ aste of . TAMD gonius, and corrupt it. [t i the uni-
It will bé of much advantage to keep always in view tlie dift

sal ﬁnw.m?_cm mankind, which is subject to ng g
ferent ages, characters, and conditions of ten, and to accos 2 - 2¢ _

.

uch changing
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ow! ﬁo_.‘mhﬁw particular directions ; unless it be only to recal ¢

: m.um.n most capital rule, never fo employ strong fi i
ww%asa style, except in cases where the mnw._.moﬁm._mmﬂznwmw
i .mn@ where the speaker is impelled to the use of th + by
e unaffected warmth, o em by

ﬁrm Hma.w:.mm.m of sacred Scripture,
at 6rnamnent to sermors, It may be

‘modes, that alone is enfifled to possess -any. authority. s an(
will ‘never give ity sanetion-to any 'strain of preachingsihi
wliat is founded on ‘human hature. connected with useful
adapted to the proper idea of a"sermon, as a serious. p
sive oration, delivered to a maultitude in order to.make
better men. Liet: a: preacher form himself uponthis sta
. and keep it close in his eye, and he will be: Jn a much’ &
road to reputation,- and success at last, than by a servilesq
pliance ‘with' any popular taste, or transient humopr:
hearers. Truth and good: sense are firm, and will estab]
thémselvés ; mode and humour are feeble and fAuctuating.
him never follow implicitly, any one example; or become.:
vile imitator of ‘any preacher, however much admirved..:E _
various examplés, he may pick up much for his improvemer
some he may prefer to the rest; but the servility of imitation:
tingnishes all genius, or rather is 2 proof of the entir
of ‘genius. L : o S

With respect to style, that which the pulpit. requires;

broperly oEE&S.P is .w
employed, either in the

M@nﬁwsaw of Scripture, when introduced smﬁ“m@m.ﬂmmmm”mu
mm.smu..m:% 2 pleasing effect, They afford the mz.mmwvowuw
ﬁimﬁm@wczaﬁ expression which no other composition en-
m:m, by means of which he can vary and enliven his style
i he must take care that all such allusions be natural .MME

wow.m. .
.:.w% Hgmﬁmmg_?“emmu they approach to the nature of

th'a sermon, 10 points or conceits should g ear, no
eMM Mgwmm .H:.m quaintness &.; expression; Hr%mvamwomﬁwmwnhwm
o ..&m_ ,HmE&.. ow the pulpit ; and give to a preacher the ajy of
. qwﬂwgsmmm‘. which he ought, ahove al] things to shun, It ig
her aﬂ%z.m expressive style than a sparkling one that .mm tobe
u_wﬁ we'must beware of imagining that we render style
Orexpressive, by a constant and multiplied use &,..o@m%mﬁ.w
1 e great error. Epithets have often great beauty. &&.
“But if wa introduce them into every sentence, and m.s.mzm.
w\, { ?.mﬁ together to one object, in place of m:d:mwrmimw
Fm. and ‘enifeeble style; in place of illustrating the mi.mMm“

hearers; plainness and simplicity should reign in them, =&
usual; swoln, or high-sounding words, should be avoided
pecially all words that are merely poetical, or merely philosophi
cal.  Young preachers are apt to be caught with thé glazs}
these ; and in young composers the ‘error may be eéxcusghla
but they may be assured that it is an error, and proceedsy
their not having yet acquired a correct taste. Dighity of

pression, indeed, the pulpit requires in a high degree; nofhi
that is mean or grovelling, no low or vulgar phrases; oug
any account to be admitted. But this dignity is perfect
sistent with simplicity. The words employed may. be: a
words, easily understood, and in ¢ommon use 3 and yét:th
may be abundantly dignified, and, at the same time, véf
and animated. For a lively and animated style is-extré nel
suited-to the pulpit. The earnestness which a preacher 6dgh

g

1l

g.@,ﬂ. it confused and indistinct, He that tell me “ pf this

- ‘_.mwcm.m__.a..._oaw. when showing, that the views of
:Ea, ﬂ:ﬁﬂv“mm of natural religion illustrated, b
s ;attacks unbelievers for the ah ’
T e ; use they make of these advantages, j
owing mamner: “What g return do we make for these blessings S:m_. :umﬂm ”wm
pectiully do we treat the m_um_un_ of Christ, to which we oi‘m

reason wmﬁw. been enlarged,
¥ the discoveries of Chris-

; = : S g g ight both of :
to feel, and the grandeur and importance of his subjeéts; jash et mu resson and w%n__ﬂ.w%w:ﬂﬂﬁ m.w“:nw e now eijoy, when we endea.
A . . e T ek ) : 1lion o it! ugzht th ) !
and often require warm and glowing éxpressions.  Henét CATISE has restored and made whole, to be lifted _dw wm&_wﬁﬁﬁwﬂmn«_%.&.

o . This allusion to a noted miracle of our Lord’s, appears to me happy and
; s empio Wnﬂmq”m_.rwv;. fond c.w.»::&o:m to Scripture style; but he

V) Mo el 5 are Bw mwnn;:_ and strained, As when he says
‘ Ereat virtue will eome single ; the virtues that be her Jellows
HEr company with joy and gladness alluding to a passage in the forty.

» Which relates to the virgins, the contpanions of the king's danghter,

NE.,.U having said, that the universities have Jjustly been culled the
of the nation be evil, the whole body

may employ metaphors and comparisons, but, on pro
casions, may apostrophise the saint or the sinner ; may p
inanimate objects, break out into bold exclamations, ang
eral, has the command of the most passionate figures o

sut on this subject, ofthe proper use and management ‘of’
T have insisted so fully in former lectures, that-I have no

%@. natien, he adds, * and if the eyes

2¢2
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perishing, mutable, and transitory world ;» by all these.{hré
epithets, does not give me so strong an idea of what he: waoull
convey, as if he had used one of them with propriety....o . ¢l
-clude this head with an advice, never to have what ma
called a favourite expression ; for it shows affectation, and be
disgusting. Let not.any expression; whieh is remarkable:fog
its lustre or beauty, occur twice in the same discourse, I
repetition of it betrays-a fondness to shine, and at the same tim
carries the appearance of a harren invention. e
As to the question, whether it be most proper to write
mons fully, and commit them accurately to memory, or t
-ouly the matter and thoughts, and trust the expression,.
-at least, to the delivery? Iam of opinion, that no uniy
Tule can here be given. The choice of either of these methods
must be left to preachers, according to their different. gepjis:
The expressions- which come warm and glowing from the minc :
-during the fervour of pronunciation, will often have a.su

ble .to retain the whole of a discourse,

: . considerably by. short notes lying .
re ~them, which would allow them to preserve, ying be-

sure; the freedom and ease of one who speaks
.E_.m French and English writers of mow%oum Wuonmom apon
ory different ideas of the eloquence of the pulpit ; mum,m%mﬁ
: n.%._ to have split it betwixt them. A French mo_.vEcs is, for
the most part, a warm animated exhortation ; an Hsmmmw VESh

L-plece of cool instructive reasoning. - The French preachers
gination and the passions ;

in a great

ress themselves chiefly to the ima

k. , almest solely to the understanding, Jt j
,_os of meo two Hmwa.m of composition, of the m‘mu,.osor omwﬂmwmrm
es8 and.warmth, with the English accuracy-and reason, that
1d form, .moocw&sm to my idea, the model of 5 perfect ser-’
. b French sermon weuld sound in-our ears as a florid
wu“mozh as an mi@mmmm&n» harangue. The censure SE%“
m_,o , the .ﬁ_.mzow critics pass on the English preachers is, that
.w_mwo philosophers and logicians, but not orators.* ﬁ:w de-
- &. .S_umﬁ of .ﬁa French sermongs are these : from a mode
.mm.uwnqmmm among them of taking their texts from the legson
m.w ‘__M".ﬁﬂ% the connection of the text with the subject is often
. .,.6. urdl and foreed 7T their applications of Scripture are
m.ﬁmiﬁ H.ss.:w. than instructive ; their method is stiff and S.mE.., :
d, by _ES,.. .?.moﬁ.woa of dividing their subject always either into
o€, Or two,’ main points; and their composition is in general
liffuse; and consists rather of & very few thoughts spread
m.mnm EwEu\. wrought up, than of a rich variety of senti-
ts, ..P@.E._Esm.u however, all these defects, it cannot be de-
d, that their sermons are formed upon the idea of a persua-

Ve popular oration ; and therefore ini
1 o ; ore I am of opinion they may be

Among the French P

ity

ting as accurately as possible. This iy absolutely necess
in the. beginning in order to.acquire the power and. haby
‘correct speaking, nay, also of correct thinking, upon ;relig
subjects. I am inclined to go further, and to say, thal

proper not only to begin.thus, but also to continue, .as
-as-the habits of industry last, in the practice both of.

‘pulpit, that there ‘is liftle occasion for giving any.cau
against the extreme of overdoing in accuracy. :

Of pronunciation or delivery, I am hereafter to ireat.q)
-All that I shall now say upon this head is, that the practice
-reading sermons, is one of the greatest obstacles to ‘th
guence of the pulpit in Great Britain, where - alone this
tice prevails. No discourse, which is designed to hepérs
can have the same force when read, as when spoken. T
_mon people all feel this, and their prejudice against. thi
- lice is not without foundation i nature. What ‘i

hereby in point of correctness, is not-equal,.I appréhe

Amo rotestant divines, Saurin is the most
gmﬂmmwmm." ra.Hm copious, eloquent, and devout, though too
y tatious in his manner. Among the Roman Catholics, the
Eom&. emment are, Bourdaloue an Massillon. Tt is'a sub-
aﬂmg of dispute among the French critics, to which - of these the

*:% Les sermons sont, spj
; ] » Stivant notre méthode, de vrals discours oratoi
i ¢ 1 d oratoires ;

li pas, a.eu_.zE.a nrmm.rwm Anglois, des discassions métaphysiques plus noné..._wm:w“

:m,:w%._mq.mﬁnwm. &._ aux wmmagz.mmm populaires qui se forment dans nos temples

e wu__ insiruire awm mm%o:.m du Chrétianisme, d’encourager, de oczmouow.

titter, "—Rhétorique Francoise, par M. Crevier, tom, i..p. 134, ' '

o%_m.m wm .Emmm_:o:.,m best sermons, that on the cooluess and languor with

e Christians perform the duties of religion, is preachied from Luke jv. 33
d dnbo Simow's house * arid-Simon’s wife's

! «mm, E.,e,%. out of the synagogue, and entere
HREF thiis taken with o great fever.
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preforence is due, and each of :theni has his partisans. - Tef
daloue, they attribute more solidity and close: reasoning
Massillon, a more pleasing and engaging manner. Bourdaloiig
is indeed a great reasoner, and inculeates his doctrines Wit
much' zeal, piety, and earnestness; hut his style is verbose
is disagreeably full of quotations from the fathers, and he waj mwm_w
imagination. Massillon bhas more grace, more sentiment,
in my opinion, every way more genius, He discovers'm
knowledge both of the world and of the human heart ; he‘is
thetic and persuasive ; and, upon the whole, is perhaps the:
eloquent writer of sermons which modern times have produé

lig- the period that preceded the restoration of King
s 11, the sermons of the English divines abounded with
holastic casuistical theology. They were full of minute divi-
ns:and subdivisions, and soraps of learning in the didactic
but to these were joined very warm pathetic addresses to
nsciences of the. hearers, in the applicatory part of the
n. - Upon the restoration, preaching assumed a more cor-
id polisked form. It became disencumbered from the pe-
Ugniry ‘and scholastic divisions of the sectaries ; but it threw
out:dlio their warm and pathetic addresses, and established it
self wholly upon the model of cool reasoning, and rational in-
struction.  As the dissenters from the church continued to pre-

somewhat of the old strain of preaching, this led the
stablished clergy to depart the farther fromit. Whatever was
est and passionate, either in the composition or delivery of
ons, was reckoned enthusiastic and fanatical ; and hence

#* In order to give.an idea of that kind of eloquence which is employed
the French preachers, I shall insert a passage from Massillon, which, in
Encyclopédie, {article Eloguence,) is extolled by Voltaire, who was'the ai
of that article, as the chef-d'wuvre, equal to any thing of which either a
or modern times can boast, The subject of the sermon is, the small num
those who shall be saved. The strain of the whole discourse is extremd
rious and animated; but when the orator came to tie passage which-fol rgumentative manner, bordering on th ‘ .

ki L e dry an -
Voltaire informs us, that the whole assembly were moved; that by a : ,m.,.: hi ’ ) g0 d ¥ m. d unpersua
involuntary motion, they started np from their seats, and that such | B ﬁ ich is too generally the character of English sermons.
of ,m__u.vnwmorm:nmmnﬂwﬂ”m.sn% arose, as disconcerted the speaker, though# ing can be more correct upon that model than many
increased the effect of his diseourse, S e .. i - .
: “Je m'arréte 4 vous, mes fréres, qui tes ict assemblés. Je ne pa mnz..mm.m ;- but the Eo.&m_ itself on which _..rmw. are form-
du veste des hommes; je vons regarde comme si vous &tiez seuls surla 18 a confined and imperfect one. Dr. Clark, for in-
veoiel Ta pensée qui m'occupe et qui m’épouvante. Je suppose que:e ce, everv where abounds m.z ood .
. - s . : €
votre derniére heure, et la fin de Vunivers ; que les cienx vont s’ouvr 1 - wﬂ e hi g . mm”:m > and ﬁmu@.aoﬂ. clear
tétes, Jésus-Christ paroltre dans sa gloire au milieu de ce temple, et quey Jiit. acturaie Hmw,mow.p:gm.« his applications of Scripture are
.."vq &tes assemblés que pour I'attendre, comme des E..—Emnmmm n.mBEm% J inent ; his style iz &.E.ﬂ%w pérspicuous, and often mmmmmﬁﬁw
Pon va pronoucer, ou une sentence' de grace, ou un arrét de morte. étein instructs and he ¢ . . . .
Car vous avez beau vous flatter ; vous mourrez tels que vous 2tes aujoll 57 R 16 convinces ; H.ﬂ. .ﬁ.s._wmn ?mﬁ is he Qmmﬁ.mﬂﬁ ? In
g, except in the power of interesting and seizing the
heart: © He shows you what you ought to do ; but he excites not
e desire of doing it: he-treats man as if he were a being of

Tous ces. désirs de changement qui vous amusent, vous amuseront. ..H.__.m,
Tit de la movt : c’est Pexpérience de tons les siéeles. Tout oe que vous'troy
antellect, without imagination or passions. Archbishop

alors en vons de nouvean, sera peut:étre un compte plus grand que cefui
yous auriez aujourd’hui 4 rendre ; et sur ce que vous seriez, si Uon venoity
juger dans ce momeit, vous pouvez presque décider ce qui vous abfiv
sortir de la vie, ) .
- ** Or, je vous le demande, et je vous le demande frappé de terrevr, 1 s

rant pas en ce point. mon sort da vdtre, et me mettant dans la méme: dispdsit ! ichers auditeurs? Peut-btre que parmi tous cenx qui m’entendent, il e ge
ol je souhaite que vous entriez; je vous demande, done, mm Jésus-Christ paroi %ﬂﬁﬁ.mam pas dix justes; peut-étre s’en trouvera-t-il encore moins D:m sais-je

soit dans ce temple, au milien de cette assemiblée, la plus auguste dePu : a:DHeu! je n’dse regarder dun il fixe les abimes de vos .w.zmm_sma mﬂ.w_m“
pour nous, juger, pour faire la terrible discernement des boues et desihy ejustice ; peut-etre ne s’en trouvera-t-il qu’uan seul; ef ce ﬁ_m.zmmn ne vous
croyez-vous que le plus grand nombre de tout, ce que nous sommes iel, Tt placfisdltiiche point, mon cher auditenr? et vous croyez 8tre om. seul henrenx dans le
4 la droite? Croyez-vous que les choses du woins fussent &galés? srand nombie qui périra? vous qui avez moins sujet de le croire que tout
vous qui’il s’y trouvdt seulement dix justes, que le Seigneur ne peut tre:; vons sur qui seul lasentence de mort devroit tomber. Grand Dien! que
autrefois en cinq villes toutes entidres ? Je vous le demande ; vous [’ onult pee dans le monde les terreurs de votre loil” &e,— bmo_;. this
et je Vignore moi-méme. Vous seul, O mon Dieu! connoissez, quivotg: B gwakening and alarming exhortation, the orator comes with propriety to this
partiennent.-~Mes fréres, notre part est presque assurée, “et. nous niysipe tical improvement: * Mais que conclure de ces' grandes vérités? Qu’il
gons pas, Quand méme dans cette terfible séparation qui se fera w désespérér de son salut?. A Dien ne plaise ; il 'y a gue Uimpie, a_.ﬁ pour
e devroit y aveir qu'un seul péchenr de cette assemblée du coté des répy almer sur ses désordres, tache ici de conclure en secret que tous ?w.#oEBmw
et qu'une voix du ciel viendroit nous en assurer dans ce temple, sangledéss ut-comme lui: ce ne doit pas étre 14 le frait de ce discours : Emmm de <oa.m

qui de.nons ne craindroit d’ttre des malheurenx? qui.de mpus ne fromper de cette erveur si universelle, qu'on peut faire ce que ﬂ.o_.m les autres

d’abord sur sa conscience, pour examiner si ses erimes n’ont pds mérité et que I'nsage est une voie sure ; mais de vous n.osmm:_o_..w que pour se

timent? yui de nons, saisi de frayeur, ne demanderoit pas & Jésus-Christ, 1 il fant se distinguer des autres; &tresingulier, vivre & part au ..i:m: du

autrefols les apbtres: Seigneur, ne seroit-ce pas moi? Sommesinous: 5 et ne pas resembler 3 la ».o_aa._.l.mﬁ_:%:m de MassiLron, vol. iv.

P




. LECTURE XXIX.. . .
392 .- LECT Al ELCQUENCE OF THE PULPIT. 303

Tillotson’s manner. is more free and warm, and he. a
nearer than most of thé English divines to the character o
lar speaking. Hence he is, to this day, one of the best m:
we have for -preaching. We must not indeed .consider him-i
the light of a perfect orator : his composition is too loose Al
remiss ; his style too feeble, and frequently too flat, to degerye
that high character ; but there is in some of his sermons so m

inselves, though of inferior beauty, than to disfigure their
positions by borrowed and ill-sorted ornaments, which, to a
dicious eye, will be always in hazard of discovering their own
ity.. When a preacher sits down to write on any subject,
let him begin with seeking to consult all who have written
tie same text or subject. This, if he consuit many, will throw
plexity and confusion into his ideas ; and, if he consults only
will often warp him insensibly into his method, whether it
right or not. But let him begin with pondering the subject
i own thoughts ; 1ét him endeavour to fetch materials from
Zwathin 5 to collect and arrange his ideas, and form some sort of
plin to himself, which it is always -proper to -put down in
riting. Then, and not till then, he may inquire how others have
ted the same subject. By this means, the method, and the
itig thoughts in the sermon, are likely to be his own. . These
Ughts he may improve by comparing them with the track of
litiments which others have pursued ; some of their sense he
may, without blame, incorporate into his composition retaining
- dlways his own words and style. This is fair assistance : all .

cere piety, as justly entitle him to be held as eminent a pr
as England has produced. -
In Dr. Barrow,-one admires more the prodigious fec
of his invention, and the uncommon strength and force of I
conceptions, than the felicity of his execution, or Em...‘,ﬁ_,m_mmw. !
composition. We see a- genius far surpassing the common;
peculiar indeed almost to himself; but that genius often shy
ing wild and unchastived by any discipline or study,
quence. ’
I cannot attempt to.give particular characters of that
number. of writers of sermons which this and the former ag

. . ond 15 plagiarism.
produced, among whom we meet with a variety of the .niog 18 plaglarism

; . , e R On the whole, never let the cm%:& principle, with i_mar ém.,
spectable names. We find in their composition much that dez out at first, be forgotten,—to keep close in view the great

or which a preacher mounts the pulpit; even to jufuse good
spositions into his bearers, to persuade them to serve God,
nd to become ‘better men.  Liet -this always dwell on his mind
vhen ro 1is composing, and it will diffuse through his composi-
fions that spirit which will render them at once esteemed and
Useful. The most useful preacher is always the best, and will
fail of being esteemed so. Embellish truth only, with a view
ain it the more full and free admission inte your hearers’ -
ds, and your ornaments will, in that case, be simple, mascu-
s natural. . The best applause, by far, which a preacher can
ceive, arises from the serious and deep impressions which his
course leaves on those who hear it. The finest encomium,
perhiaps, .ever bestowed on a preacher, was given by Louis
V. to the eloquent Bishop of Clermont, Father Massillon,
fom I before mentioned with so much praise.  After hear-
:him preach at Versailles, he said to him, % Father, I have
rd imany great orators in this chapel; I have been highly
cased with them; but for you, whenever T hear you, I go
displeased with myself; for I.see more .of my_own

much good sense-and piety, strong reasoning, sound
and useful instruction; though, in general, the degreg
quence bears not, perhaps, equal proportion to the goo
the matter. Bishop Atterbury deserves to be particular]
tioned as a model of correct and beautifal style, besides
the merit of a warmer and more. eloquent. strain of writin
some of his sermons, than is commonly met with. H.Hmm Bish
Butler, in place of abstract philosophical essays, giv
more sermons in the strain of those two excellent one
he has composed upon Self-deceit, and upon the chara

commended, . : .
Though the writings of the English divines are ver;




