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Frances Willard (1839-1898):  Educator, Temperance Worker, Women’s Rights Reformer
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Rhetorical Venues: 

· Homes—private sphere
· Churches—religious work and charity

· Public Halls—public sphere

Rhetorical Strategies:  

· “Womanly womanliness”

· Euphemistic language

· Dress/appearance

· Sermonizing

· Reaffirmation of traditions

· Humility

Publications and Speeches:
· “The Average Woman”
· Do Everything:  A Handbook for the World’s White Ribboners

· Glimpses of Fifty Years:  The Autobiography of an American Woman
· How to Conduct a Public Meeting

· How to Organize a Woman’s Christian Temperance Movement

· “The Independent’s Celebration”

· “A New Profession for Women”

·  “A New Departure in Normal Higher Education”
· “Woman’s Work in Education”
Willard is perhaps best known for her temperance work, but another cause she believed strongly in was female suffrage.  She saw the two objectives, along with education for women, as highly interrelated.  
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This painting, American Woman and her Political Peers, features Willard with a convict, an American Indian, a “lunatic,” and an “idiot.” 
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Attended Northwestern Female College 


Became President of Evanston College for Ladies in 1871


Became Dean of Women at Northwestern University in 1873


Resigned as Dean in 1874 and became National Corresponding Secretary of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU)


Was elected President of WCTU in 1879 and served till her death in 1898


Founded The Union Signal in 1892 and served as editor till 1898.








