Questions for Discussion

Gartin  et al. (2002) Issues and Challenges Facing Educators who Advocate for Students with Disabilities

Luckasson (2006). The Human Rights Basis for Student Personal Empowerment in Education.

Luckasson lists some typical violations of human rights in Table 3.1 Look at the entry for Education on pg. 17. How can poor teaching be a human rights violation? What implications does that have for us as educators? 
Share in your small group a situation in which you felt that you were able to advocate successfully for one or more of your students and a time that you were not. What made the difference in these two situations?

The authors report the major themes regarding advocacy that emerged from focus groups with special and general education teachers. Do any of these themes match your own experiences or perceptions? Have you ever felt that you were taking a professional or personal risk in advocating for a student? What might be some possible solutions to the professional risks teachers may face when engaging in advocacy?

Look over the CED Standards of Professional Practice on Advocacy (p. 82). What are your thoughts about these standards? Do you think they encompass everything teachers should be doing professionally to meet the standard on Advocacy? 

