Dear ____________________:

I am a graduate student at the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque. Currently, I am taking a course called Reading Methods for Students with Intellectual and Severe Disabilities (SPCD 587-001), taught by                                . As a part of that course, I am hoping to participate in several literacy-based activities with a student with a disability across this semester. This will help me understand more clearly how to provide appropriate and effective literacy instruction for my students.

The activities I would engage in with the student would include (a) describing the

literacy instruction the student had previously received, (b) conducting several different types of literacy assessments with the student (e.g., finding out what the student understands about books, letters and sound identification, etc.), (c) determining an overall plan of literacy instruction for the student, based on information gained from the first two activities, (d) using the plan of instruction to develop and implement literacy instruction with the student across the semester, and (e) re-assessing the student at the end of the semester and summarizing her/his progress in acquiring literacy skills.

These assignments will be turned in to my professor at the end of the semester, along with my thoughts on what I have learned from the project. The information from the activities will only be shared with my professor and your son or daughter’s name will not be used. I will keep all information confidential.

I hope that you will agree for your child to participate in these literacy activities. I look forward to working with _____________. If you agree that your child can participate, please sign the attached form and return it to me. If you have any questions or would like additional information about any part of the activities, please contact me at ______________. My professor for the course is                           . She can be contacted at 277- 0628 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,

Literacy Activities Participation Form

Your child is being asked to participate in literacy activities with a graduate student in the Special Education Program at the University of New Mexico. The activities are part of the assignments required for the class SPCD 587-001 Reading Methods for Students with Intellectual and Severe Disabilities.

[    ]  I have read this letter explaining the literacy activities. I agree that  __________________________________ may participate in these activities. I understand that he or she may decide to stop the activities at any time and it will not affect anything.

[    ] I don’t agree to allow _____________________ to participate in these activities.

Date:____________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian

Relationship to student

Contact Information if You Have Questions:

______________________

______________________

______________________

Dr. Susan Copeland

Associate Professor

Special Education Program

University of New Mexico

277-0628

Literacy Activities Participation Form

You are being asked to participate in literacy activities with a graduate student in the Special Education Program at the University of New Mexico. The literacy activities are  part of the assignments required for the class SPCD 593-001 Reading Methods for Students with Mental Retardation and Severe Disabilities.

[    ]  I agree to participate in the literacy activities with ____________________.The things we will do will include: (a) talking about the kind of reading/literacy instruction I have had in the past and looking at some of my old reading work; (b) doing some assessment of my literacy skills; and  (c) working together to improve my literacy skills. 

[   ]  I know that I don’t have to participate in the activities.

[    ]  I know that I can stop participating in the activities at any time and nothing will happen.

Date:____________________________

Signature of Student

Who to Talk with if You Have Questions:
______________________

______________________

______________________

Dr. Susan Copeland

Assistant Professor

University of New Mexico

277-0628

