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Literacy Project   Spring 2015
Description of & Grading Criteria for Literacy Project Assignments
The purpose of this assignment is to provide students with an opportunity to apply the information they are learning in class about literacy assessment and instruction to actual instructional settings. To do this, students will select one individual with an intellectual disability or other severe disabilities (e.g., someone with intellectual disability, autism, multiple disabilities, cerebral palsy, traumatic brain injury) with whom to conduct in-depth literacy assessment and instruction across the entire semester. The selected individual can be of any age and at any stage of literacy development but must be someone with a severe disability.  

If you don’t have a student in your classroom who meets this criterion, you are expected to find another student in a fellow teacher’s classroom with whom to work or to tutor someone who meets the criteria outside of school hours. Students who have mild disabilities cannot be the focus of this project. See the professor within the first two weeks of the semester if you are having difficulty locating a student for the project.
· Students are required to spend a minimum of 12 hours (15-20 are encouraged) working directly with this individual. This time includes administering literacy assessments and providing literacy instruction that is based on these assessment results. 
· Students are to keep a log, turned in at the end of the semester, which lists the date, time, and assessment/instructional activities for each instructional session. The format for this log is provided below. 
· Students will complete the literacy project in a sequential manner, turning in 3 assignments across the semester that include the following:
· Compilation of a literacy history of the selected individual (10 pts)
· Appropriate and comprehensive assessment of the individual’s current reading/literacy skills (must include the areas outlined below) that is used to develop a comprehensive plan of instruction. The instructional plan must include an outline of how reading/literacy instruction will take place (instructional approach, selected materials, types of on-going assessment and data collection, etc.) (40 pts)
· A summary of progress made by the individual in acquiring literacy skills across the semester, including actual samples of the individual’s work, current assessments of his/her literacy skills, and a narrative reflection on the effectiveness of the instructional plan and your current understanding of effective literacy instruction (35 pts).

NOTE: You cannot use this project or any information or data from it for any purposes other than to complete this assignment for this course.

Format of Project:
To organize the project: 
· Use the template handed out in class and available on the class website to prepare each assignment.
· Put all portions of the Literacy Project in a 3-ring binder, using a separate tab for each section (Literacy History, Comprehensive Assessment & Plan of Instruction, and Summary of Progress). 
· Include the appropriate assignment grading checklist with each assignment. These are available to you below in the syllabus and on the class webpage in an electronic format.
· Turn in the entire notebook each time an assignment component of the Literacy Project is due. 

Format for the log and a sample entry are as follows:
	Date
	Time
	Focus of Session
	Comments

	1/7/15
	10:30-11:15

	Working on letter identification; re-telling a story; writing name
	Jimmy was motivated by the topic of the story and was able to retell the story with picture prompts (see data sheets); did better on letter ID (see data sheets); wrote name from model with minimal verbal prompts

	1/14/15
	10:30-11:15
	Used a bingo game format to work on letter identification; J. dictated a few sentences describing his visit last week to Isotopes park.
	Jimmy loved the game format – matched 12/12 letters and verbally identified 7 of these correctly; dictating story was new and took some time for him to understand what I wanted him to do. Once he did, though, he loved it and wanted to show the finished story to his teacher and parents.

	TOTAL TIME:



Consent and assent forms for the project are available for download on the class website.

Descriptions & Grading Checklists for Each Component of the Project

Assignment 1: Literacy History 
CEC Initial 1.1, 5.1, 6.3   Advanced 1.2, 5.1, 6.3, 7.3
Purpose: To obtain as much information as possible about the selected student’s prior literacy instruction, current level of performance, and interests before selecting additional formal and informal assessments and creating an instructional plan to teach new literacy skills. 

Paper should be 5-7 pages in length. Components/grading criteria include:									
Information about the student that includes a pseudonym, age, grade level of student,
    	student’s eligibility, signed consent form from parent/guardian*, and brief description of
    	the student and reason that you selected this student for this project.	                  	/2							
 Description of prior literacy instruction for the selected student. Information should be
     	obtained by looking at old IEPs, permanent records, and talking to past teachers, to the 
    	student, and student’s parent/guardian. This should include description of any specific
    	published  programs that might have been used as well as other, general instructional methods. It should also include your opinion of the effectiveness of these prior efforts. 
	
	This must also include a description of the student’s communication mode (e.g., verbal, augmentative communication device, use of PECS, etc) AND assessment information on the student’s current level of receptive and expressive language (find this in the student’s folder) 										 /2 

 Identification and description of any related factors that may affect the student’s progress
    	in developing literacy skills, such as sensory problems, physical difficulties making access to instruction and materials difficult, extensive absences, lack of reading instruction in prior years, a primary language other than English, etc.             	  /2                                                                                                       

 Description of the types of literacy activities the student enjoys (information obtained
     	through direct observation of student in the classroom, interest inventories, talking with
    	 student, student’s parent/guardian, and past teachers, etc.), and, if at all possible, a 
     	statement of what the student would like to learn in the area of literacy. 	   /3								
 Applied all the formatting guidelines specified in syllabus and included the
     	 grading checklist as the first page.			                                  	  /1		
     TOTAL:    /10 pts

*The paper will not be accepted without a signed consent form from the guardian and an assent form from student (if appropriate). If you are not able to get the signed consent form back by the due date, you may call the guardian and get consent over the phone as long as you have a witness who will sign the form indicating that the guardian gave consent. Then you must obtain the original signed form from the guardian and turn it in to the professor as soon as possible. The final date for turning in the form signed by the guardian is 2/24/15.


Assignment 2: Comprehensive Assessment & Instructional Plan
Purpose: To assist students in learning varied means of assessing literacy skills of students with moderate or severe disabilities and developing a comprehensive plan for literacy instruction based on these data. 

Assessment(s). Students are to conduct a comprehensive assessment with the selected student to determine an estimated “Stage of Literacy” for the student (see Katims [2000], pp. 15-17) and to identify the student’s specific strength and weakness areas. You must administer these assessments to the student as a part of this project. You cannot rely solely on testing information contained in the student’s folder. To do so will result in a failing grade on this assignment.  

The assessments selected must be appropriate for the individual student, may include both formal and/or informal instruments, and should evaluate all the broad areas related to literacy learning; that is:
· language/vocabulary, early literacy/concepts about print, phonological/phonemic awareness, word recognition [sight word and phonics skills], fluency [if that is appropriate], reading comprehension, listening comprehension, writing [composing text, not handwriting], and the student’s attitude toward literacy activities. 

For students who are likely to be preconventional or emergent readers, appropriate assessments should include assessing the student’s
· level of communication (intentional?, symbolic?, etc) and language
· early literacy concepts/understanding about print
· phonological awareness 
· listening comprehension
· symbol recognition (might include sight words or may be limited to objects, icons, or pictures; be sure to assess comprehension of whatever symbols the individual uses)
· listening vocabulary (e.g., Peabody Picture Vocabulary test)
· student’s current understanding about writing (e.g., student may use letter strings mixed with squiggles, etc.)
· attitudes toward (i.e., motivation to) participate in literacy-related activities

For students who have developed some conventional literacy skills/knowledge, the assessments selected should evaluate the student’s
· language/vocabulary level
· phonological/phonemic awareness
· concepts about print (if student is in early stages of conventional literacy)
· letter recognition, expressively and receptively, if the student is in the early stages of conventional literacy
· sight word recognition levels
· knowledge of letter/sound associations and ability to apply these (decoding)
· student’s current reading level (e.g., primer, 1st grade, 2nd grade)
· listening comprehension level (e.g., primer, 1st grade, 2nd grade)
· reading comprehension level (e.g., primer, 1st grade, 2nd grade)
· ability to write letters (evaluate both upper and lower case)
· writing (text composition)/spelling 
· attitudes toward (i.e., motivation to engage in) literacy activities

[image: ]
At the end of the assessment phase, you should have obtained sufficient information to be able to write a comprehensive report that states which literacy stage the student is in and on what your decision is based (e.g., preconventional, emergent, early, developing, or fluent.) AND includes specific, detailed information on what literacy skills/knowledge the student has acquired and what skills/knowledge need to be taught next. This is the critical component of the entire Literacy Project so be sure that you have obtained comprehensive information.

We will discuss/practice various assessment instruments in class, and you will have several course readings that will help you to determine which assessments are most appropriate for your particular student. It is strongly recommended that you read each of the required and suggested readings so that you can adequately complete this assignment. The professor is also available to meet with you to discuss which assessments would yield the most useful information about your student’s literacy skills. The professor also has sample projects from prior years that you may examine. 

Instructional Plan. The plan for literacy instruction should be explicitly based on the assessment information obtained in the assessment phase of the project. It is your responsibility to clearly state how each section of your instructional plan is based on the assessment data you gathered.  
The plan should include:
· The instructional goal(s) for the selected student. That is what you want the student to know and be able to do at the end of the project. THIS IS NOT THE SAME AS THE STUDENT”S CURRENT IEP/ISP GOAL which is based on instruction for an entire school year. You will likely have several instructional goals for the project, related to each area of your instructional program.
· A description of the literacy instructional methods and age-appropriate materials that you will use to teach your student new skills or enhance development of previously acquired skills, and a rationale, based on the information you gathered through assessment of the student, for why these particular methods were selected. 
· Remember that your plan must be a comprehensive literacy instructional program. This would include all aspects of literacy, not just word recognition. To receive full points for the assignment, be sure that ALL areas of literacy are addressed in your plan.
· A detailed plan for how and when you will use on-going evaluation of your student’s progress (data collection). Attach any checklist or other information gathering forms you will be using. 
·  A description of any motivational strategies that will be employed, and 
·  Any additional information needed to make the plan clear to the reader. 


Grading Checklist: Assignment 2
CEC Initial 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4    Advanced 1.1, 1.2, 3.1

Purpose: To provide students practice in selecting/using varied means of assessing literacy skills of students with moderate or severe disabilities and developing a plan for literacy instruction based on these data. 

Paper should be 12-20 pages. Components/grading criteria include: 
 Description of types of assessments used AND a rationale for the selection of these
     instruments for this particular student (at least one paragraph per assessment describing the
     rationale choosing it). (Include actual assessments you administered and scored in the 3-ring
     binder.)			   				 				/5

 List of student’s strengths and weaknesses in each area.                                     		/5

 Specific, detailed summary of assessment results in each area assessed and the implications of
     these results for instruction.			           	     				/10

Determination of the student’s current Stage of Literacy and explanation of why/how you
    decided the student was at this particular stage.						/5

 Instructional goal(s)* for the project.				    	    	 	/3

 Detailed description of the literacy instructional methods and age appropriate materials 
    you plan to use with this student to meet the goals identified above. Explain how
    these were selected (i.e., a rationale) by relating them to the information obtained from the
   assessments you completed. If you plan to use any systematic motivational strategies, include here
   a description of these and a rationale for their use.						/10

 Description of a plan for on-going progress monitoring (with data monitoring forms) that
      details both how and when progress monitoring will take place.				  /5

 Used all formatting guidelines specified in syllabus & included the grading checklist as
     the first page.						 	                         		 												/2__


TOTAL:         /45 pts

*Note: this is NOT the student’s current IEP goal but is your goal(s) for the literacy instruction you are providing to this student during this project]. This goal must be explicitly tied to the assessment information you gathered in the prior assignment and it must be measurable (i.e., don’t just list a standard!)



Assignment 3: Summary of Progress
CEC Initial 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.6, 5.7    Advanced 1.1, 1.2, 2.3, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 5.4, 5.5

Purpose: To practice (a) using student work samples, observations, and assessment instruments to summarize and evaluate a student’s progress in acquisition of literacy skills; and to (b) engage in reflection on your teaching practice that leads to appropriate adjustments to future instruction.

Paper should be 8-15 pages, not including the log. Components and grading criteria include:  	

 Log of dates/times of each intervention session	                                                                    /4
· worked with student a minimum of 12 hours
· used format for log provided in the syllabus
· provided sufficient detail of each session that reader can understand what was done and why

 Summaries of updated literacy assessments (include actual progress monitoring forms and/or
     scored assessments).   									      /10
     Student must provide progress monitoring data and/or administer the same assessments as in    Assignment 2 and present that data. Must compare current assessment results to ones done at the beginning of the project to determine if the goals were met and/or what progress the student has made.
· Summary Table
· minimum of 4-5 typed pages of explanation of outcomes listed in the Summary Table
· include the actual data and/or assessments in the 3-ring binder			              

 Representative samples of the selected student’s work that illustrate key points made in        /9
the summary (minimum of 2 work samples). You must explicitly refer to these samples
in the paper when describing the student’s skills/progress and use them to support key points.    										  	

 A detailed, thoughtful reflection on                                                                                         /10
· the overall effectiveness of the instructional plan, 
· specifics on how literacy instruction should be adjusted for this student in the future that is based on what was learned across the semester; this includes describing the skills that literacy instruction for this student should focus on next, and 
· what you, as a teacher, have learned about literacy instruction for students with moderate or severe disabilities by completing the project (4-8 typed pages)	              								
  Applied all the formatting guidelines specified in syllabus and included the
grading checklist as the first page.               				                          /2___

   TOTAL:                     /35 pts
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