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SPCD 587 Reading Methods for Students with 
Intellectual or Severe Disabilities
Template for Literacy Project 

(Remember to fill this out as a Word document on your computer.)

Student (pseudonym): _________________

Age/Grade Level:_____________

Eligibility: _______________(student’s disability, as determined by the multidisciplinary  team)

· I have attached a signed consent form indicating the student’s guardian’s informed consent for participation in this project.

· I have attached a signed assent form indicating the student’s willingness to participate in the project. (Applicable in almost all situations – ask the professor if you think this is not appropriate for your student.)

Assignment I: Literacy History 

(See Assignment Description Section in the syllabus for detailed descriptions of what is required for each section of this assignment.)
 Description of the Student & Reason for Selection:

Description of Prior Literacy Instruction and Student’s Communication System:

Identification and Description of any Related Factors:

Description of the Types of Literacy Activities the Student Enjoys & What S/he Wants to Learn from Participating in this Project:

Assignment 2: Comprehensive Assessment & Instructional Plan

(See Assignment Description Section in the syllabus for detailed descriptions of what is required for each section of this assignment.)
( I included the actual (scored) assessments used with the student.

Part I: Comprehensive Literacy Assessment

Because students with moderate or severe disabilities have widely varying abilities, not all assessment areas will apply for all students (e.g., it would be inappropriate to assess Concepts About Print for a student who is already reading at a 4th grade level. Conversely, a student who has just developed intentional communication should not be assessed for phonics skills.) . Assessment areas marked with an * must be completed for all students; it is the responsibility of the graduate student to determine which other areas are appropriate and necessary to complete a comprehensive assessment of their particular student’s literacy skills. Please talk to the professor before completing the assignment if you have any concerns or questions about which areas to target.
*Language & Communication
In this section include both information from formal assessments you have obtained from the student’s files, the S/LPreports, and information you obtained by direct assessment or by observing the student. Information on language level (both expressive and receptive), mode of communication, vocabulary level, primary language, etc. would fit here, also.
Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

Early Literacy/Concepts About Print

 Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness:

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

*Sight Word Recognition
(This could include recognition of icons or symbols for students who are not yet reading conventional words.)

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

Phonics Skills
 (Include here letter name knowledge and letter-sound knowledge.)

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

Fluency (if appropriate)

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

*Reading Comprehension
 (If a student is an emergent communicator or literacy learner, assess the student’s comprehension of any symbols, icons, or familiar printed words (such as the student’s name; use nonverbal assessment strategies as needed. ASK the professor if you are unsure of how to do this because it is required.)

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

*Listening Comprehension

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

*Writing
(This must be focused on composing a written text [i.e., a message] but could also include handwriting in addition to assessment of text composition is that is appropriate for the student.)

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

*Student’s Attitudes Toward Literacy Activities:

Assessments Used (list):

	Strength Areas
	Areas of Weakness

	
	


Summary & Implications for Instruction:

Based on the above assessment information, I estimate this student’s current Stage of Literacy as (check one):
(Preconventional        (Emergent         (Early         (Developing         (Fluent
Reasoning for my decision:
Part II: Instructional Plan

Instructional Goals (what you want the student to know and be able to do by the end of this project – NOT his/her annual IEP goal. These must be based on the student’s current level of performance as demonstrated in your assessment of the student.)
Description of and Rationale for the Literacy Instructional Methods and Materials (based directly on the results of the assessments)

Description of HOW Progress will be Monitored and When it will be Monitored
Assignment 3: Summary of Progress (See Assignment Description Section in the syllabus for detailed descriptions of what is required for each section of this assignment.)
( I have attached the log detailing my work with this student (dates, times, instructional 


activities, and comments) 

( I have attached the Summary Table 

( I have attached the actual scored assessments/progress monitoring data for this student
	
	Area
	Assessment
	Status & Strengths
	Areas of Weakness
	Strategies Used

	1
	(LA) Language
	 
	
	
	

	2
	Early Literacy/Concepts about Print

	
	
	
	

	3
	(PA) Phonological Awareness/Phonemic Awareness

	 
	
	
	

	4
	(WdR) Sight Word Recognition
	
	
	
	 

	5
	(WdR) Phonics
	
	
	
	

	6
	(FL) Fluency
	 
	 
	
	

	7
	(RC) Reading Comprehension
	
	
	
	

	8
	(LC) Listening Comprehension

	
	
	
	

	9
	(WR) Writing Instruction

	
	
	
	

	10
	Attitudes toward Literacy Activities


	
	
	
	


Description/Explanation of Current Assessment Results and a Comparison with Initial Assessment Results (use the actual progress monitoring data and/or initial re-administered assessments)
Reflection on Project:
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