T-H Quiz 1     2

SPC ED 619

Take-Home Quiz I




DUE:  10/15/14

(Questions 1 - 3 are worth two points; question 4 is worth 4 points.)
1. (a) In your own words, briefly describe (a) the primary characteristics of single-case research designs; and (b) the types of research situations in which single case designs might be a more appropriate choice than group designs? (Include some specific examples of situations in which single-case designs might be a better choice than a group design for the research question being asked.)

   (b) Describe, not merely list, at least five philosophical assumptions that underlie single-case research design. (look at your notes from the first class and at the Gast text)

2. Provide: (a) a definition for each of these terms (use your own words) and (b) briefly explain their importance within single-case research designs. 

· Baseline

· Functional relationship (sometimes called functional relation)
· Dependent variable

· Independent variable

· Internal validity

· External validity

3. Briefly explain what is the difference between a demonstration analysis and a comparative analysis? Use examples of hypothetical or actual studies to illustrate your discussion of these differences.

4. Choose one (1) of the following scenarios to address (Both scenarios include two parts: an (a) and a (b) section).

Scenario I: (a)  Rebecca Researcher is interested in a new intervention to correct dysfluent speech (i.e., stuttering). In designing a single-case study to assess the effectiveness of the intervention, she realizes that the target behavior could be measured in several different ways. Please describe how RR could use each of the following dimensions to measure participants’ dysfluency and what the advantages/disadvantages of using each dimension might be in examining the intervention’s effects on this particular target behavior.
· Frequency or rate 

· Topography 

· Duration 

· Latency

(b) Describe one procedures RR could use to assess the social validity of her study using subjective evaluation. 
Scenario II: (a): Salvador Scientist is interested in increasing the school attendance of middle school students in an urban school who are at risk for dropping out. Just like Rebecca Researcher above, he realizes that there are several different dimensions of the target behavior that he might use to assess the effectiveness of the program he wants to implement to increase school attendance. Describe how Salvador could use each of the following dimensions to assess the effectiveness of his intervention on school attendance. Include a discussion of the advantages/disadvantages of using each dimension in answering SS’ research question.

· Frequency or rate

· Duration

· Interresponse time (IRT)

(b) Describe one procedure SS could use to assess the social validity of his study using subjective evaluation. 
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