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Psychology, MSC03-2220
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Phone:  (505) 277-0633

Fax:   (505) 277-1394




Email:   sverney@unm.edu

Status:  US Citizen

Tribal Affiliation:  Tsimshian

Education
	2000
	Doctorate in Philosophy, Clinical Psychology

San Diego State University / University of California, San Diego 

Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology, San Diego, CA

American Psychological Association (APA) Approved

Specialty Track:  Experimental Psychopathology

	
	

	1992 – 1994
	Masters of Science Degree

Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA

Major:  Psychology with Clinical Emphasis

	
	

	1981 – 1984
	Bachelor of Science Degree

Gonzaga University, Spokane, WA

Major:  Electrical Engineering

	
	

	1978 – 1981
	Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA

Major:  Math and Physics;  Transferred to Gonzaga University for engineering


Employment/Positions
	2003 – Present
	Assistant Professor, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

Department of Psychology

	
	

	1989 – 1991
	Counselor/Coordinator, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Minority Science & Engineering Program (MSEP)

	
	

	1984 – 1989
	Electrical Development Engineer, Raychem Corporation, Menlo Park, CA

Telecommunications Division


Training/Fellowships

	2006 – 2007
	Native Investigator Program 

University of Colorado at Denver Health Sciences Center, Denver, CO

Role:  Research fellow

PI:  Spero Manson, Ph.D.

Native Elder Research Center, University of Colorado, Health Sciences

NIA Research Center for Minority Aging Research, 2 P30 AG15292-09; 2 years, approximately $20,000 per year.

	
	

	2004 – 2005
	Southwest Alcohol Research Group

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Role:  Research Mentee

Institute of Public Health, University of New Mexico, School of Medicine

NIAAA Grant 5 U01-AA014926-02, 3 years, $1,125,000 

	
	

	2001 – 2003
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow, 

Mental Illness Research, Education and Clinical Centers (MIRECC)

San Diego VA Healthcare System

	
	

	2000 – 2001
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Project Coordinator

Department of Psychiatry, University of California; San Diego/VA San Diego Healthcare System

	
	

	1999 – 2000
	Clinical Psychology Internship

Palo Alto Veterans Affairs Health Care System, Palo Alto, CA

American Psychological Association (APA) Approved

Specialty Track:  General Adult Psychology

	
	

	1997
	Fogarty Minority International Research Training Fellowship

National Institute of Mental Health, SDSU/UCSD Consortium, San Diego, CA

Role:  Predoctoral Fellow

NIMH Grant 1T34TW00067-01

International research sites visited:

Drs. W. Gaebel & W. Wöelwer, Dusseldorf University, Germany

Drs. M. Phillips & A. David, Institute of Psychiatry, London, UK

	
	


	1996 – 1998
	Geriatric Psychiatry Clinical Research Center 

University of California, San Diego, School of Medicine

& Veterans Affairs San Diego Healthcare Center, San Diego, CA 

Role:  Predoctoral Fellow

PI:  Dilip Jeste, M.D.

National Institute of Mental Health; NIMH Grant T32 MH19934

	
	

	1995 – 1999
	American Indian Graduate Center Fellowship

SDSU/UCSD Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology, San Diego, CA

Role:  Graduate student fellowship

Independent agency, Special Higher Education Grant from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

Albuquerque, NM

	
	


	1994 – 1996
	San Diego Minority Fellowship

University of California, San Diego, San Diego, CA

Role:  Graduate student fellowship

	
	

	1993 – 1995
	Sealaska Heritage Foundation Scholarship

Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA, and SDSU/UCSD Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology, San Diego, CA

Role:  Graduate student fellowship

Private scholarship for members of Native American heritage of Southeast Alaska.  

Juneau, AK


Funded Research
	2008-2011 
	New Mexico Alcohol Research Center

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Role:  Co-Investigator of P20 Center;  PI of Component 5
PI:  Dan Savage, Ph.D.

This Exploratory/Developmental Center Grant (P20) strives to create a comprehensive, multidisciplinary program focused on fetal alcohol-related behavioral deficits with the dual goals of better diagnoses and interventions for the behavioral deficits associated with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD).  

1P20AA017068-01; 5years, $1.5 M

Component 5: “Information processing efficiency and executive function in children with fetal alcohol spectrum” 

2 years, $60,000.

	
	

	2006 
	Department of Pediatrics 

University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM

Role:  Co-investigator

PI:  P.W. Kodituwakku 

“Information processing efficiency and executive function in children with fetal alcohol spectrum” 

UNM School of Medicine pilot grant; 997891, 1 year, $14,652.

	
	

	2006 
	Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, U. S. Department of Defense 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Role:  Co-investigator

PI:  Suzanne Schneider, Ph.D. 

“Effect of palm cooling with negative pressure on heat balance during exercise in a hot dry environment.”

My role is to investigate the effect of heat stress on cognitive performance. 
DARPA Grant W911NF-06-1-0025-P00001, 1 year, $104,646.

	
	

	2004 – 2005
	Pilot Grant, Southwest Alcohol Research Group

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Role:  Principal investigator

“The Nature of Neurocognitive Impairment Due to a History of Alcohol in Older Ethnic Minorities”

NIAAA Grant 5 U01-AA014926-02;  $20,000.

	
	

	1998 – 1999
	Minority Dissertation Research Grants in Mental Health

SDSU/UCSD Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology

Role:  Principal investigator

 “Pupillometry, Information Processing, and Culture”

NIMH Grant 1 RO3 MH58476-01A1; $26,812.


Clinical Experience

	2005 – Present
	Clinical Supervisor

UNM Psychology Clinic, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Supervising UNM Clinical Psychology Doctoral students for individual psychotherapy cases

	
	

	1999 – 2000
	Clinical Psychology Internship

Palo Alto Veterans Affairs Health Care System, Palo Alto, CA

American Psychological Association (APA) Approved;  AABT Internship Site of the Year 2000

Specialty Track:  General Adult Psychology

Neuropsychological Assessment Unit (Fall/Winter rotation);  

Supervisor:  James Moses, Jr., Ph.D., ABPP

Psychiatric Inpatient Unit (Fall/Winter rotation);  

Supervisor:  William Faustman, Ph.D.

Addiction Treatment Services Consultation (Spring/Summer rotation);  

Supervisors:  Jeanette Hsu, Ph.D. and Michael Dunn, Ph.D.

Brain Injury Rehabilitation Unit (Spring/Summer rotation);   

Supervisors:  William Lynch, Ph.D., A.A.B.T.

	
	

	1998 – 1999
	Substance Abuse / Mental Illness Neuropsychological Assessment

Veterans Affairs San Diego Healthcare System, Psychological Services, San Diego, CA

Supervisor:  Eric Granholm, Ph.D.

	
	

	1997 – 1998
	Alcohol and Substance Abuse Program & Mental Health Services 

San Diego American Indian Health Center, San Diego, CA

Supervisor:  Penny McClellan, Ph.D.

	
	

	1996 – 1997
	Anxiety Disorders Clinic 

San Diego State University Psychology Clinic, San Diego, CA

Supervisor:  Richard Schulte, Ph.D.

	
	

	1995 – 1996
	Outpatient Psychiatric Services 

University of California, San Diego, San Diego, CA

Supervisors:  Mary Neal, Ph.D., Patricia Judd, Ph.D., and Julie Kuch, Ph.D.

	
	

	1993 – 1994
	Behavioral Medicine Clinic 

Sacred Heart Medical Center, Spokane, WA

Supervisors:  Ronald M. Kline, Ph.D., Gary Sterner, Ph.D., and Philip C. Watkins, Ph.D.


Teaching Experience
	2003 – Present
	Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Undergraduate Courses (3 semester credits):

Psychology 332:  “Abnormal Behavior” 

Psychology 374:  “Cross-Cultural Psychology” 

Psychology 250:  “Careers in Minority Mental Health (supervisor for graduate student instructors)

Graduate Seminars (3 semester credits):

Psychology 650:  “Diversity Issues in Clinical Psychology” 

	
	

	2001
	Instructor, Department of Psychology

San Diego State University, San Diego, CA

Psychology 271:  “Statistical Methods in Psychology”

	
	

	1996
	Instructor, Department of Psychology

San Diego State University, San Diego, CA

Psychology 351:  “Theories of Personality”

	
	

	1994
	Co-Instructor, Department of Psychology

Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA

Psychology 432:  “Multicultural Issues in Psychotherapy”

Instructor:  Connie Raybuck, Ph.D. 

	
	

	1990 – 1991
	Instructor, Department of Engineering

University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Engineering 101:  “Career Development”


Awards
	2008
	2007-2008 Outstanding Faculty of Color Award 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Awarded by the Project for Peer Mentoring Graduate Students of Color to faculty who demonstrate excellence in teaching, research, mentoring, and service.

	
	

	2008
	2007-2008 Outstanding Teacher Award Nomination

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

	
	

	2008
	1stPlace Speaker Presentation Award

Department of Pediatrics, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

“VBM FASD”

	
	

	2008
	Poster Award

Department of Pediatrics, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM



	
	

	2008
	Poster Merit Award

Thirty-Sixth Annual Meeting of the International Neuropsychological Society, Waikoloa, Hawaii.

Symptoms of Depression and Cognitive Functioning in Older American Indians

	
	

	2000
	Student Poster Award

Fortieth Annual Meeting of the Society for Psychophysiological Research, San Diego, CA

Pupillary responses indexing resource allocation improves prediction of IQ

	
	

	1994
	Student Poster Award 

Student Research Competition, Spokane Falls Community College, Spokane, WA

Mood congruent spreading activation in social anxiety.

	
	

	1994
	Student Poster Award

Psi Chi Colloquium, Eastern Washington University, Cheney, WA 

Negative association bias in depression.


Professional Memberships
	
	American Psychological Association (APA)

	
	Neuropsychology, American Psychological Association, Division 40

	
	Society for the Psychological Study of Ethnic Minority Issues, American Psychological Association Division 45

	
	International Psychology, American Psychological Association Division 52

	
	Society for Cross-Cultural Psychology

	
	Research Society on Alcoholism


Professional Presentations
	2008
	Invited Speaker 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

"Power Differentials and Anti-Oppression Training"

Presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology at the University of New Mexico

	
	

	2007
	Invited Speaker 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

"Perceptions of Stereotypes Encountered"

Presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology at the University of New Mexico

	
	

	2007
	Invited Speaker 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM in Conjunction with the University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, ND
"Understanding White Privilege"

A webcast presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology at the University of New Mexico and at the University of North Dakota.  In collaboration with Donna Grandbois, Clinical Faculty in Psychiatric Mental Health Program and Clifford Staples, Ph.D., Professor of Sociology.  

	
	

	2006
	Invited Speaker 

California State University, Los Angeles, CA 

"Culture and Cognition:  Issues in Assessment."

Presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology and the Career Opportunities in Research Program

	
	

	2006
	Invited Speaker 

New Mexico Psychological Association, Albuquerque, NM

"Culture and Acculturation:  Issues in Assessment and Cognitive Ability Assessment."

Presentation to professional licensed psychologists.  Approved for 4 Diversity CME credit by the University of New Mexico’s Office of Continuing Medical Education.  

	
	

	2005
	Invited Speaker 

Psychology Grand Rounds, New Mexico VA Health Care System, Albuquerque, NM

" Assessment of Culture:  Issues and Implications for Clinical Psychology"

Presentation to professional licensed psychologists and psychology student interns. Approved for 1 CME credit by the University of New Mexico’s Office of Continuing Medical Education.  

	
	

	2004
	Invited Speaker 

21st Annual Behavioral Sciences Conference of the North, University of Alaska Anchorage, Anchorage, AK

" Cultural Differences in Cognitive Ability Assessment:  Strategies and Pitfalls

Presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology and the American Indians into Psychology Program

	
	

	2004
	Invited Speaker 

Psychology Grand Rounds, New Mexico VA Health Care System, Albuquerque, NM

" Cultural Influences in Cognitive Assessment:  Awareness and Strategies

Presentation to professional licensed psychologists and psychology student interns. Approved for 1 CME credit by the University of New Mexico’s Office of Continuing Medical Education.  

	
	


	2004
	Invited Speaker 

Southwest Indian Polytechnic Institute, Albuquerque, NM

“Information Processing and Psychophysiological Approaches as Cultural-Fair Methods of Cognitive Assessment”

Presentation to faculty and students in the Department of Psychology 

	
	

	2002
	Invited Speaker 

Psychology Internship Rounds, San Diego VA Healthcare System, San Diego, CA

“Considering Culture in Cognitive Assessment”

Presentation to psychology intern students Department of Psychology 

	
	


Other Professional Experience
	2008 – Present
	Faculty Committee, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center for Health Policy at UNM, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

Student Award Selection Committee

	
	

	2005 – Present
	Faculty Advisor, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Department of Psychology, Organization for Multicultural and Diversity in Psychology

	
	

	2005 – Present
	Faculty Committee, BA/MD Program, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 

College of Arts and Sciences Advisor to Admissions Committee 

Admissions Committee, Student Services Committee

	
	

	2004 – 2006
	Executive Board Member, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

Institute for American Indian Research (IfAIR)

	
	

	1997 – 1999
	Chair, Multicultural Committee (1997 – 98); Chair Emeritus (1998 – 99)

SDSU/UCSD Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology, San Diego, CA
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