Scholarship Essays


Exploring the Scholarship Essay- Worksheet
Please Note: The questions provided on this worksheet do not replace or in any way override the directions provided from individual scholarship foundations. When writing a scholarship essay you should strive to answer the essay prompt provided. 
This worksheet should inspire you to focus on relevant issues in your academic and extra-curricular record as well as remind you to design and articulate future goals. Feel free to skip, replace, or combine answers when exploring the ‘categories’ below. While your responses may not all find their way into the final essay, these questions are likely to be on the minds of readers, interviewers, and fellow applicants. Aim for an efficient, personalized tone and try to address those of the following questions you feel are implied by your scholarship’s official essay prompt.  
	Name:      
	Scholarship:      

	What is the scholarship/fellowship foundation’s stated goal when selecting winners? 

	     

	What are the instructions for the personal essay? Include the essay prompt. (Cut and paste them here. If you are required to write multiple essays or proposals for one scholarship or plan to pursue multiple scholarships use a separate worksheet for each.)

	     

	The following are practice questions presented for your consideration. Feel free to write the first thing that comes to mind and edit later. While you should try to make reference to specific events and facts, feel free to explore anecdotal moments. Preserve your voice and identity. Talk about yourself as yourself, but don’t overlook the compelling nature of facts and statistics when making your case to strangers. 


	1. Who are you?

	


	2. Who do you want to be?

	     


	3. How will the       (Fulbright, Gillman, etc) move you down this path?

	     


	4. What other things will you do to become this person?

	     


	5. How would those things particularly be made easier to achieve with this scholarship opportunity? (e.g. studying medieval history is best done in Europe, being in France makes French fluency easier, etc.)

	     


	6. What three things do you think the scholarship committee reads every year in the essays? (Avoid these!)

	1.      
2.      
3.      


	Please try not to repeat answers on questions 7-10.


	7. What are your academic goals? (Why?)

	     


	8. What are your intellectual goals? (Why?)

	     


	9. What is your favorite hobby? (Why?)

	     


	10. Where do you see yourself in 10 years? (Why?)

	     


	Some scholarships require a separate ‘research proposal’ to be submitted, however all scholarship personal essays expect applicants to touch more or less on their specific (what will you research) and general (what institution) academic goals. 


	11. How do you envision your field adapting under the pressures of an international community, changing technology, and funding crunches? (Note any negative answers for your own future reference, but focus on developing the positive answers for later use)

	     


	12. What is your proposed course of study?

	     


	13. Why?

	     


	14. How will this scholarship provide irreplaceable assistance or access to complete this proposed course of study? (Are there archives, programs, or individual professors available at the institution with no comparable resources elsewhere?)

	     


	15. Do you have a research proposal? Describe it.

	     


	16. What are the implications of this research? Why does it need to be done? (Will it change business practice, prepare you to make policy recommendations?) 

	     


	17. How are you qualified/prepared to ask this question? (Spend more time answering this question if your proposed courses of study or research proposals are outside your current academic field. Do not be defensive.)

	     


	18. How will this scholarship aid you in asking the question? (Do you require a specific laboratory setting, access to a community, archives, individuals, or an expert in the field?)

	     


	19. What are your plans after completing the research or academic program? Specifically, what will your next step be in this discipline or field of research?

	     


	20. Do you have contacts at your potential host institution? Are you familiar with department, classes, and potential thesis advisers? Explore why these are a good fit for your goals.

	     


	The following questions try to help writers ‘individualize’ their previous answers. They may assist you in designing a personal tone and perform as bookends to the more fact-based self-disclosures necessary in most essays. These may also be helpful preparations for any interviews.  


	21. How did you choose your major? Why?

	     


	22. What was your most rewarding community service or volunteering experience? Why? 

	     


	23. What current event or news item highlights the importance of your proposed academic work? (e.g. border disputes, polls showing dropping literacy rates, new Intel chips, etc)

	     


	24. What other activities or hobbies would you like to pursue? 

	     


	25. What is your proudest achievement?

	     


	Any other compelling, fact-laced anecdotes you would like to provide? 

	     
     
     



You are now ready to start drafting and editing.
