A Connecticut Yankee goes to war - survives 23 battles over 3 years

George Anson Stocking enlisted into the 14th CT Regiment as a private
on July 12, 1862 but he was mustered in on August 20, 1862, as a Ist
Sergeant. He was promoted to Znd Lieutenant, Company D on
November 13, 1863.

Wounded February B, 1864, Morton's Ford, VA; Wounded Wilderness,
VA May B, 1864.
Promoted Ist Lieutenant, Company on November 18, 1864.

He was in 23 battles and engagements including Antietam,
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Falling Waters, Bristoe
Station, Blackburn's Ford, Mine Run, Morton's Ford, Wilderness, Laurel
Hill, Spotsylvania, North Anna River, Tolopotomy, Cold Harbor,
Petersburg, Deep Bottom, Ream's Station, Boydton Plank Road,
Hatcher's Run, Hatcher's Run (one month later), High Bridge and
Surrender of Lee's Army, Mary 30 to April 10, 1863.

After the Civil War, George returned to Waterbury and was a skilled
mechanic as: well as a tool and dye cutter. He married Annie Dearth of
Bristol, Rl on February 11, 1869. They lived in Waterbury and eventually
moved to Glastonbury where George was Superintendent of Williams
Brothers Silver Company. His second son, William Raymand followed
him as Superintendent of the same company when he retired.

They also had another son, Herbert Anson and a daughter, Ruth
Marshall. Ruth married William Harper Potter, Jr. and they had two
sons, William Harper lIl. and Robert Marshall. Robert Marshall Potter
is Jeff Potter's father.



Prior to the start of the Civil War, George Anson Stocking was
restless. In 1860 he ran away from home at age 16 to join an armed
regiment and become a soldier, apparently to his parents dismay.
However, he adored and loved his parents and family and wrote to
them faithfully over the course of his harrowing and death-defying
years as a soldier in the Union Army. The following are selected
letters he wrote home over those five years. The experiences he
witnessed are carefully transmitted to his concerned family as well as
his skill and experience in understanding battle strategy and blunders
as he was promoted up through the Union ranks. It is a remarkable
story, but enhanced by several photographs that were taken over the
five years. A thousand life altering experiences acted to age his
appearance and viewpoint of the war but his soulful eyes remain the
same in 1865 as they were in the lad of 1B, just five years before.

LETTERS HOME TO WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT

Now. 24, 1860

I meant lo have wiillen before bul I was so busy
I/MJWWM%WWWMWMW
nollp//w/mjmma/mjm @mmay/ﬂh@élﬁw/j
WJWWWMMJWJW/MJW
done. yﬂ@M@Wﬂ%/MﬂMﬂ. Jﬁmgo/
W”/MW%W%MMWW‘(/W
and says of I do well thal I shall have lhe frosilion
0/2%@’90%/ %Wﬁeomw//mh’meéw/%e

WW@WWW!M@M@MM@/M
/Mnmzdymmﬁl%ﬁ%lﬁw/dmﬁaaﬁmmm
WWWW S shall te home next week and
we can lall il oven. J@k@eﬁ/l%@ﬂmm@j
myﬁw&e/e/lawmh@amm
frome, I will expolain all I can.

WUithy maech love lo all I am %mo%w%ém@,

Gl oching

Reply from his mother Susan A. Stocking
December 11th, 1860

My Dear Son,

We received your letter Monday night. Was very glad
to hear from you and that your cold is better. I feel very
anxious you should take care of your health. It has been
fine weather ever since you left until today. This
afternoon it has grown very cold. I have thought of you
almost constantly since the change, fearing you would
take more cold. Do be careful of yourself. We are all
well at present but my heart continuously mourns for

your absence from us but I hope it will prove for the



best for us all. If you hold fast your integrity and keep
your heart with all diligence, I have no fears for the rest

if sinners entices the content thou not

Ten o'clock father has just corne home to his tea and
Henry a Iittle while before. They are working very
hard. Little sarah talks much about you. She prays for
you every night of her own accord. Poor Charlie
Chatfield is dead--died this morning. I will mail this
letter in the morning and in the afternoon send your
guitar so you can look out for it, and we have been
thinking about your father's large cloak in the garret.
Do you remember it and would you like to have it sent
to you to wrap yourself in at night when it is very cold.
If so, I should like to send it to you when you write.

You will please let me know.

I hope you will not allow yourself to get careless habits
while in camp. I think it would be very easy to run in to
them before you are aware of it. Strive against it my
Son. Remember cleanliness is a virtue. It is getting late
and I must close. Do not fail to write every week
someone will answer promptly. We are glad your Capt.
has confidence in you. I hope your faithfulness will all

ways merit it. Good night my Son and that God may

bless you keep you is the earnest prayer of your loving
mother.
S. A. Stocking

George would wait over a year to become eligible to join the Union army,
getting enlisted in August 1862. The following letter lists his regiment and
his anxiousness to head south into battle.

Helford
Augusl 23, 1862

Sor Nashinglon, I
/WMﬂmaWwM’/e
aﬁm/hwa/o/e/you
fenore thal I am well
mm’a///WM S have
Waywddew//ada
seince I came back

Me cvie the COLOR
COMPANY, Co C. 1
wish Hewvy wwas in o
wmﬁm%e%twmél%i/———é@llmlﬁmlﬁeme/md
S shall send youw my frictiie as soon as we gel lo



Uashinglon as we shall nol gel owr dhess coals wnlil then.
Give my respecls lo all of my fiiends.

From youn son,

gg. Q/QZ e? WW

beorge would soon be thrust into battle in a most epic way. Color Company
C began the infamous battle of Antietam in Sharpsburg, MD on September
[7,1862. Company C was under Gen. Joseph Hooker's command who

|ed the first Union assault. Then Gen. Joseph Mansfield's soldiers attacked,
followed by Gen. Edwin Sumner's men as McClellan's plan broke down into a
series of uncoordinated Union advances. Savage, incomparable combat
raged across the Cornfield, East Woods, West Woods and the Sunken Road
as Lee shifted his men to withstand each of the Union thrusts. After clashing
for over eight hours, the Confederates were pushed back but not broken,
however over 13,000 soldiers were killed or wounded.

(for more on Antietam, see
http://www.nps.qov/anti/historyculture/index.htm)

The next day, September I8, the opposing armies gathered their wounded
and buried their dead. That night Lee's army withdrew back across the
Potomac to Virginia, ending Lee's first invasion into the North. Lee's retreat
to Virginia provided President Lincoln the opportunity he had been waiting
for to issue the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. Now the war had a
dual purpose of preserving the Union and ending slavery.

Leorge's letter home is dated two days later:

Batlle Gionund near Heafer’s Jevry
Seful. 19, 1562

Anlielam, c/lﬂ/lW’bd

YDear Sarends,

Mﬂ/maﬁ%lhfwef&wﬂu@i/ewaﬁmm&
ﬁm%wfmw/ﬁm/mlmm¢am WUe have
/mda/ﬂz/wé/e@ﬁ/ ﬁme%eymzmw/wadwmﬁ/ww/
and lhe whole elel lines were dicven back. O hal
maaa/byﬁﬂlmmwdf Cror men cheered and
@WW&W%@JW WUe havve killed
lhem in heafos and sthall tliasth lthem all to fideces.
meellmdm'@yﬂoda/wﬁla. WUe have losl 5 killed
demmula/oMo/m WWQM
c//{c%/érma%a//m/ﬁemﬁw/pﬁymd/ﬁw/
lhunden. gﬁemmk@e//&mm%dm&//yﬂmwm
wilh them weill love lo all] S wemain your
m/ﬁaﬁ'ﬂma//eamﬁ,

G il Socking

Cclober 10, 1862

Fnom all afifreciances, I do nol see the wan witl ever
end litl the Noulh sefreiales /ﬁm lhe Joulh. 9/7&%
(Joulh) ae leviibly eanest. Omr government is nol.
MNe gain a victovy by sacificing lhe besl bood in lhe
WW/@M/@W{»&%W%WW


http://www.nps.gov/anti/historyculture/index.htm)

when we w&/wo/ lo mﬁlf//w lhe whole 0/ lhe soulhen
avmy lhe nexl a’@y wﬂm lhe ballle yﬁa/&M@VLy

Campp near Yeesty, a.

Ocloter 34, 1862

YDecar SFarends,

I feel different atoul such lthings now lthan I did
once. J/m@ammh/ﬁh@éaflﬁemwhm
ones thal had given wf thedr lives for thedv countiy.
I makes war seem so leviible. I just think of the
weidowes and ovflians al home, lheir heals breaking
foulhe loves ones thal have faller and lo lhink of
I/wmay//mé/bmmmlﬂwfmaaf/p%bﬁ'%/ﬁm
lives fo there county's carse ae leated by lthese
Mmﬁcmmmﬁmlﬂemmﬂmm%h@/ﬁe
Jhe men would fight belten....

Falmeondh, Viod

Yecemiber 26, 1562

S am sick of war—howitle, cvel civid Nar. e
loviible scenes I have frasied
Iﬁ/wuyﬁa/m’//wdﬁw'@amﬂ/acmﬁ% have
WM@OWMWW. jﬁe/ﬁ%lw@/

W/MJMJWWWW/&%@@Mﬁ/@//w
Wwy/m al QOJWMMW— ~tfo lo corlain deall
0/mwet/m'0/my. ﬂ/e//ycmé//oméw//o/[ﬂemﬁmye
thal I frossessed lo chase wf lo lthem balleries and
W/WWWWWW%MW&MW
MWW!M@M——/@M@L@MWMM@M
beliind lhe works. Whose faull il was lhal we were so
éWMM S don'l know. I hopre //o% will te
WW%@[@M@//@MW/@M
WWMM@/M&WM Yo veill te
on lhe las ballle. gﬁeo/ﬁmw/wﬁmlmm
Comprany al 8,000. e lost higher—15,000. You will
te astonished bul slill il's the lwddh.
Wlﬁeﬁegﬁko//ﬁe%@%ﬁmm@d{ﬁemﬁa
God's sake end il. I is lhe frnayer of every soldier

Mevich 14, 1563

@%Mawwmﬂw/ﬂ&m WWM@JW
WWMMEMM@WWWWWWW

JWM@MM.%WMW/&%M@W%%W



and freacefud as the beaulifud filace where he lies. I
lhink somelimes, il would be just as well lo lie in our
éMWﬂW@WW/WWA/@W%ﬂW
of summer and lhe wild winds of winter towing
over us white the noble wver al the fool of the hill
WWMMWWI@WWW//@JW
life’s stovm veilly ils soviores and lonbles yel nol over
willy bl His be done. Ne all took forcard lo lhis
M/bmmmfnﬂmyo/m“@ﬁomwl/myé
two and one half years of hend fighting witl go to
o last sleepr. Yel, I supifrose some of ws witl come
tact.

J@mg@mﬁmm,t///@

Jerly 14, 1563
Jmakyauah/@w//m//wéa%o/@a@aﬁmy
mMéWmﬁ/wMﬁ@de@lMﬁm%
ﬁmwéemma/wﬁmywﬂ%a&/%ew///ﬁeﬁmeémw
%MWMW/WWMWM%MM
wedﬂnalﬂummnt/m@memm@ﬁ/we
General Yee lo give us one moe fight. e shall
am mfwﬁmy, lhe 12l W% %@ﬁam wﬁm@mﬁw@y
will hoés foickels. gﬁev@@mmloﬁyﬂ/ e

wwanl lo end lhe wan as seon as frosscble. I think the

end is nol far distant. Ne hold Vicksbug. General

Yee has received a succession of leviible defeals lhal
hoe may well neveviecover fiom and lhe friosprects of
destioying his avmy ae bught. I is astonishing lo

wilness lhe comage and devolion lhal lhe Ay

%mﬁomj/ﬁe%ﬁﬂ/ﬁm, Vid

Jebwwary 7h, 1564
M/MWA/M/&@&WW@&MWWAJ
has been. Ne have crosied the Rafiidan once move.
Or Regiment as usual has seffored leviitly. e lost
over 1 andied men. e had lo wwade lhe viver. She
tealer weas wfy lo oo weadsls. %mmw/wmywﬁ#u/ay
mowning, we skivmished all day wilh good success,
WMWWWWM lhe relels allacked ws
WW@M/&@M@&MM@//@ﬁm/ Ue made a
MﬁmaﬂWmlﬁmdee/MM/M
%/é/w/a %ﬂ%mmdtmmwfedu'z//w@. ex
AMeNed we sufificie is laken fudsoner—he mayée
Capplain Dolen was laken frdsoner. I was in back
as wsual, escapied with a budsed log. Nas stuck
wilh a sprent ball on lhe shinbone. lm mosl sick



from my balh bul hope Sshall gel over il We foel

/waﬁ@m&/m@g %WMMWMWM
%MWMWWJQM%&MMW
%M@wd&ﬁeéﬂmo/ﬁhp{/ (gmz%a//g@ama

clfnndl 24lh, 1864
@mWMW@MeWWJM@
hoe has been dismissed for disalilily. %jm/%/

W&Mﬂéﬂ/& Clrancellosedle
My 7th, 1564



gﬁeﬂw&lmmm{ﬁw/m%@/@mﬁuyﬁljm
WM//MWWWW@JM&WW
I don’l fnoee how soon we shall te sent lo
Uastinglon bul il witl be soon. I will widle you
when we avicve thee. %ﬁmgc/lﬁeéwlo/lﬁm
lhem 3 mdles as fast as we coutd advance in line of
massed and cheched us. Ui boys ane caviying
WW tefore them. e ﬁy/pfwzyw/emé/e— -
every allack lasls fo1 3 01 4 howis, H does nol seem
ﬁomlﬁwlammmpéz’mmy/o/%

Oul of otr Regl. 10 of or efficers ane rwounded.
%&Mwy%/ﬂma’w“mgmmdedw/
lhe same lime. %wﬁ/%mﬁdmm@memﬁmy
m&@ﬁm&é.%ma&w//@ﬂ[/ﬁméw/ﬁa&n&/@m
seen sence last night.

JW@MW Vid

Sefolember ilh, 1567
?/mﬁmmmo/lﬁeﬂtmd@ﬁeémyalwmd
M%mlﬁe/mo%m’edw’z/lmw/a/m. WNe can thiore
a slone inte the welbel lines—slitl there is no shooling
m'%/eaa’ymmé//deeom&yama’/ﬂewm
halfieay and sil dowen on the giass and filay cards

WMAWIMA[M/%@WW@M/WM
MWM@@WW/&@WW&W
M'@/lemna/ammdmﬁol/&méwfé/%aﬁdl/up/
MWWWWI@MQ@WM‘@

Cclober 2nd, 1564

@/wemo/wﬂuwwfew //W%I///MJM%W
wlod@ﬁdﬂﬁmﬁli/WﬁwaﬁM
and danger lhe lasl week. Yel, J am slill @

amommmw/a//ﬂeﬁmqya/ﬂ%ﬁ%wm@gw/ﬁm.



JW@MJW Vidd

Ccloler 29, 1864
WMWélMWﬁyW&MﬂM%W@
teidle you. jmmeﬂ@mmmm%emmwd
wiclovios. %Mw&daywﬁm@ﬂmwﬂ?a%oémw
cmn/&mdmmwa’/a/ﬁe%o/lﬁeﬂ/o Corfos cwilhh 4
Jhe vumor was thal we weie going lo cul lhe
YDanville RR. %mcm/wdﬁ/&/ﬁefuyﬁ/mlﬁe
Uelcon RR. ﬂl&’o%&éhz/ﬁemmm@gme/e/lom
JWMWM//wMﬂo//@WM
%%QZMW&W/@MWM”MWMA%
the 4l Ohdo and lhe 145 W.MWC/@WW
shovmishes. %mhmeddleadé@ﬁdwémpfaﬁwk
Wﬁm} m/mmecmmlﬁe%éﬁ/wém e
0WMIMWW/MMIMWO/
woks which /ﬁ% had thiown wp thal W/[l gﬂ%
twere exprecling us. %WW&WWM
now looked desprerate as only frad of the Corfis was
/ime@mwly ol this lime, General Meade

omwﬁmc/mdmedmm%@mk/aow. e
MMMWWMMIMMI@WM
in foonl and held them. M[MW//&%W&
/mmxyc/WmWWM—/ﬁmwéma’cﬂmi/ﬁmﬁ
jﬁw@mm@mm%ﬁy%bm@@d Uell
says Colonel Moore, we wiltl all go logelher because
é/t&dMé/o@/oge/damﬁ Al this crisis, /ﬁegm%
Biigade of lhe 31d Division avived and made a
W&W and diove /ﬁegaﬁma%ya lifee 0@//
mdw@él/wcmoﬂmdah/o//mjamm& gm/my
WWZOMWWMéWWWWﬂW
wwere compulelely swviounded. O cavalvy now did
WW[MWWMM@M/MW%/@
M/om/ﬁwg/ﬂemmmml/l/m
inlentions. %[M&WWWMW
0W/MWW/MMMMWW
%WW@W/@MM. A devrk, orer
lhe wadload, onmmdo//ﬁe%@ﬂ'%ww
Jochaied, diew of o force in safely. e aviived in
mmw/dayémé e noww aie encampred
%maﬁea/muyﬁ/ %Mmg//@m, wonunded, and



molémjdwa’/p@ammﬁnmyommﬁéy I is
MWWMWWmeWa@M
bud owi loss was vevy small.

PBrikeville, Viod

ol 23, 1865

cdnoller Sablalls has come and I once more widle
you. Shankiful that I have been speied lo do so. I
am well and allover the faligue allendant on the
/adlcmﬁww ﬂm/w/eyau/aA/méu&Mma&me
nol widle you any sconer as no madl lefl the avmy
wunlil the campaign was over. Sieceived your lellews
and was glad thal you weie all well bul very sovy
IMJMM/WMWW@@.

The MMW%WM&/——«W wavm—lhe lees
allowing Ssufifrose lo owr good sfeivils al lhe
MM&/@W@W@@WW%&M
y/wa//y/wé/——lﬁﬂ dealls 0/0&%%0%%%.6{%@[ Whren

mewmd/ﬁenmaao/ﬂmdewlﬁ, lhere avose a wadl
‘%WWW//WW[@WMW' H

successor so lhal he may be alble lo fill his folace. In
I@Ml%% we aie tn deall.

gm/mém/wﬂmm/ﬁﬂmﬁedﬁwﬂmmé@
maacm/ka’cmmy. Wﬁydom/y@ww/ﬁmwd@%wlﬁe
wejoice al the assassinalion of the Peesident. One of

//mMméWﬁeMmyM/ﬂ/mwlm&M
7 yeais age. gﬂeWﬁ/@mh&W@amy/gm



Ruth Stocking b. 1873

George Anson Stocking
Annie Dearth m. 1872

\ 18652 age 21

=S
1864 age 20

1862 age 18

George Anson
Stocking 1860
age 16



