University of New Mexico

Special Study Abroad Experience – Civic Engagement in Northern Ireland

UNIV 291: Youth Work in Contested Societies:  Community Reconciliation and Restorative Practice in Northern Ireland
Course Description:
Acts as an introduction to international community learning and service. Course will employ qualitative research methods to analyze the history of conflict in one context – Northern Ireland as a way to compare the challenges to community based youth work in contested spaces and societies. Students will collaborate with partners in the Albuquerque community as well as leaders from higher education institutions and community organizations in the United States (University of Wisconsin, Madison) & Northern Ireland (UNESCO Centre, University of Ulster Youth Studies Program and Community Youth Work Team – CYW, Corrymeela Community Centre) around youth work and conflict resolution.  Students will be exposed to a wide range of community members and experts – scholars, popular writers, ex-paramilitary and police, street level and agency youth workers, and people who deal with national and international youth policy.   Each participant will be asked to keep a portfolio on their total experience and to focus on one particular aspect of youth work they found compelling or transferable back to our New Mexico contexts. 

Prerequisite: ENG 101 or Equivalent

Civic Engagement:

Students will have a total of 90 + hours of direct and/or indirect community-based engagement throughout the course of the program, including specialized workshops, field observations, community exchanges, shadowing opportunities, site visits to exemplary youth projects, and face-to-face discussions with leading youth workers and theorists in Northern Ireland.  
Course Goals:

· Develop the ability to synthesize research and writings about intercultural and international conflicts; 

· create working definitions and personal knowledge about key concepts/processes in intercultural conflict; 

· Increase understanding of how intercultural conflicts arise, how they continue and change, and what might transform the frequency or intensity of existing conflicts;

· Learn what Reconciliation, Peace Making and Restorative Practice Mean in Northern Ireland; 

· Apply observations, personal insights and learning to group discussions during the course of the program;

· Encourage others to apply what they have learned to other community discord (domestic or international) or to the general field of youth work;

· Establish and build strong connections between community organizations in New Mexico, Northern Ireland and beyond – come to understand our roles in network building;

· Work collaboratively with community members in New Mexico and Northern Ireland to identify and analyze socially significant needs in local communities;

· Actively practice analysis, reflection, and evaluation in problem-solving situations;

· Produce a final community document for our colleagues in Northern Ireland on Observations and Recommendations, as well as a DVD on the total experience for sharing in Northern Ireland and back home in New Mexico.

Course Texts:

Our host in Northern Ireland, Derick Wilson, from the UNESCO Centre on Pluralism, Human Rights and Democracy is producing a distributive reader for us to receive on arrival in Belfast.  We will also be given reading materials, brochures and reports throughout the trip – sometimes just to take home with us and other times to review as it relates to the topic of the day.  

However, because Northern Ireland has been in a long conflict filled with swings and shifts in relationships, tension and occupation, it is important folks avail themselves of the opportunity to study about the wars, uprisings, and so-called “Troubles” before and during your trip abroad.  You will receive plenty of oral history there but nothing replaces study and reflection.  This includes reviewing specific files on the Wiggio course file – ask Swechha Singh, Henry “Jake” Foreman or the principal instructor for more details on this – as well texts we recommend to you.

Three books are required for the course – two quick reads, one a comprehensive overview of youth work in contested places, with several chapters on Northern Ireland.

1. Marc Mulholland (2002).  Northern Ireland – A Short Introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  ISBN: 0-19-280156-2 Pbk.  Suggest you read this on the plane ride or before.

2. Douglas Mannuson and Michael Baizerman, editors (2007).  Work with Youth in Divided and Contested Societies.  Rotterdam: Sense Publishers, Incorporated.  ISBN: 90-8790-023-6 Pbk.

3. Pema Chodron (2006).  Practicing Peace in Times of War.  Boston: Sahmbhala Publications.  ISBN: 978-1-59030-500-3 Pbk.

Please order these three books immediately through Amazon or some other on-line source.

These are just brief introductions to the complicated and complex set of topics we will cover – conflict, reconciliation and the ideas associated with restorative justice – a subject Dr. Wilson and his colleagues will be exploring with us in some depth.  We will also have one of America’s most respected youth researchers along with us for the entire study tour – Dr. Shepherd Zeldin, Rothermel Bascom, Professor of Human Ecology at the University of Wisconsin (Madison).  Shep will be doing a number of sessions on contemporary youth development work in the United States and youth research at the community level.  Finally, Albino Garcia, the Executive Director of La Plazita in the South Valley and former Barrios Unidos senior staff member (the National Gang Strategy Coalition convening group), as well as a former Kellogg National Fellow working on youth violence issues, will be with us for the entire trip also, as will his wife and collaborator Frances.

Besides these rich resource people, you should also make an attempt to reference other texts and writings related to the above-mentioned topics.  Though the books listed below are not required, they do serve as excellent entry points into various facets of the Northern Ireland experience and the challenges of violence related to youth work.

4. Jack Holland (1982).  Too Long a Sacrifice – Life and Death in Northern Ireland since 1969.  New York: Penquin Books.  ISBN:  0-14-00-6134-7 Pbk.

5.  Thomas Cahill (1995).  How the Irish Saved Civilization.  New York:  Anchor Books.  ISBN: 0-385-41849-3 Pbk.

6. David Stevens (2004).  The Land of Unlikeness – Explorations into Reconciliation.  Dublin: The Columba Press.  ISBN: 1-85607-437-4 Pbk.  This book is sold at the Corrymeela Centre in Ballycastle and is an excellent overview of the reconciliation process in Northern Ireland.

7. Donald W. Shriver, Jr. (1995).  An Ethic for Enemies – Forgiveness in Politics.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.  ISBN: 0-9-511916-9 Pbk.  This is a noted American theologian (President Emeritus of the Union Theology Seminary in New York) who has greatly influenced Derick Wilson’s thinking and serves as an intellectual mentor and guide into his restorative justice work.

8. George J. Mitchell (1999).  Making Peace.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf Publishers.  ISBN:  0-375-40606-9.  Mitchell, the former United States Senator from Maine, was the son of Irish Immigrants who was asked to mediate the Peace Accord in Northern Ireland.  This is his personal reflection on how that peace process worked.  Interesting read because it introduces an American political perspective into the process. 

Assignments (2-3):

· Study the basic differences and similarities among communities (domestic vs. international context); focus on youth work in Northern Ireland; map youth projects dealing with peace and reconciliation; learn what restorative justice mean in practice.

Assessment:

· Participation & community involvement (travel to NI)
20%
Faculty, partner

· Reflection
20%
Faculty

· Community Research methods, analysis & presentation
20%               
Faculty



NI peer group

· Written Analysis/Portfolio
10%

· Presentation & Q&A
10%

· Final paper, documentary and presentation

40%
Faculty, partner



Total
100%

Grade Scale:

100% - 98% = A+
89% - 88% = B+
79% - 78% = C+
69% - 68% = D+   < 60% = F

  97% - 94% = A
87% - 84% = B
77% - 74% = C
67% - 64% = D

  93% - 90% = A-
83% - 80% = B-
73% - 70% = C-
63% - 60% = D-
Equal Access

Accessibility Services (Mesa Vista Hall 2021, 277-3506) provides academic support to students who have disabilities. If you think you need alternative accessible formats for undertaking and completing coursework, you should contact this service right away to assure your needs are met in a timely manner.
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