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APPENDIX: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

When you were growing up, did you have a computer at home? If yes, did you
use it? What did you use it for? If no, how did you have access to a computer?
Were computers available for you to use while you were in the secondary
schools? If yes, did you make use of computers? What did you use them for?
How easily were they available to you? Where were they located?

Did your secondary school classes prepare you well to study CS at the uni-
versity level? If yes, how were you well prepared? If no, what was lacking in
preparation?

What was your best subject in the secondary schools?

What was your worst subject in the secondary schools?

What people influenced your decisions to study CS? How did they influence
you?

What does your family say about your choice to major in CS?

Have you considered changing your major from CS to something else? If yes,
why? What would you have changed to?

Do you know any student who was pursuing CS but switched majors or dropped
out? If yes, what reasons did they give you for doing so?

What do you want to do with your CS degree after graduation? Do you want
to go for higher education or a job? If you get married, do you think that will
change your job or study plan?

Do you consider yourself in CS as strong as male peers in the program, stronger
than them, or not as strong as them?

Background questions: What is your age? What is your marital status? Do you
have children? If yes, how many? What are your parents’ occupations? How
would you characterize your family’s economic background in terms of upper
class, middle class, lower class, or others? How do you characterize your reli-
gion? If Hindu, how do you characterize your caste in terms of upper, middle,
lower, or others? Did you go to private or government secondary schools? What
was the medium of instruction in your secondary schools? Do you have a job
in addition to going to university? Are you a full-time or a part-time student?
Typically, how many courses do you take in a semester?
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