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Nov. 29, 2000

Dear Dr. Shipman:

I would like to apply for the assistant professor position in educational technology.  I am impressed by the University of New Mexico’s commitment to partnerships with local school districts as a means for providing preservice teachers with opportunities to apply theory in real world situations.  I am equally impressed with UNM’s commitment to providing preservice teachers with mentors from the ranks of teaching practitioners in order to provide meaningful support toward meeting the challenges of student teaching. These reflect values I have supported in my own experiences with the  preparation of teacher candidates and for this reason, I feel my educational and experiential background would enable me to make a real contribution to the Department of Education at the University of New Mexico.

My desire to pursue a doctorate represents a decision made after eighteen years in the classroom, nine years of working with student teachers, and several years of conducting inservices for practicing teachers on effective instructional methods as well as effective lesson design and teaching techniques for the science and math curricula.  As a result of these experiences, I reached the conclusion that the most valuable arena in which I might impact the quality of instruction presented in classrooms was that of preservice teacher education.  This has led me to Arizona State University where I am currently a doctoral candidate in the Learning and Instructional Technology program with an expected completion date of August, 2001.  My research interests combine my commitment to effective lesson design and presentation with the expanded use of open-ended learning environments to examine teacher and student scaffolds as a means for enhancing learning in hypermedia-based, constructivist learning.

I feel my background and experience represent a good fit with the position available at the University of New Mexico.  My nine years of experience working with preservice teachers as a cooperating teacher allowed me to develop a variety of skills and insights as a mentor.  That knowledge has proven invaluable as I’ve continued to work with college students at Arizona State University.  As a teaching assistant at Arizona State University, I have been responsible for the design and delivery of various instructional modules within the College of Education covering both general educational psychology topics as well as use of the World Wide Web in K-12 classrooms.  My background has enabled me to provide instruction that is highly valued by students for both its content and strong connection to genuine teaching practice.

Presently, I’m also involved as both an instructor and research assistant with a Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers for Technology (PT3) grant examining the design and implementation of a preservice teacher program aimed at integrating core content methods classes, technology-based teaching skills and school-based teaching experiences.  The program is a collaboration between Arizona State University and local school districts, with classes for both practicing and preservice teachers taking place at local schools.

Throughout these varied experiences in the educational arena, I have worked with both urban and rural student populations in both southern California and Arizona.  Most of my public school career was spent in schools with minority populations in excess of fifty percent and significant numbers of English as a Second Language students.  My tenure at Arizona State University has extended my experience with a diverse student population.

In sum, I am excited about the possibilities for contributing to the development of both students and the program at the University of New Mexico.  Enclosed is a copy of my vita, an example of scholarship, and a list of references.  I appreciate your consideration of my application and look forward to discussing this opportunity with you.

Sincerely,

Jonathan D. Brinkerhoff

