Anatomy of a Quality Interview Response
Question: In what ways do you maintain control in your classroom?

Answer: I use a wide variety of strategies for maintaining control in my classroom
. First and foremost, I strive to provide well designed instruction requiring active student participation and thinking at higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy. I’ve found that if students are engaged in quality learning experiences, the need for me to control student behavior drops dramatically
.

The next of my strategies
 for maintaining control is to catch students being good. In my experience
, students respond better to rewards and recognition than to punishments. So, for example, I often acknowledge a student who is behaving appropriately by saying something like, “Juan is sitting quietly and ready to move on.” In this way I let the remaining students know what I expect and usually this results in the other students emulating Juan’s behavior. I also have a rewards program based on both individual and class points that can result in rewards such as stickers or extra recess time
.

However
, there are times when positive strategies don’t work or would interrupt a lesson, and at those times, I use a more direct intervention. My objective would be to use an intervention that would be the least disruptive to my lesson, so I might make eye contact with off task students, or move so I was standing near them, or direct a question to them to bring their focus back where it belongs
.

I’ve found that motivating and engaging instruction coupled to these sorts of techniques address the majority of problems in my class
. Obviously, for more severe behavior problems, a more severe response would be required. Would you like me to talk about that or explain some part of my answer further?

� Wide open question providing you with the chance to show your stuff or hang yourself.


� Answer begins with a topic / introductory sentence relating directly to the question. Your response should be tightly organized and make use of the same techniques as quality writing.


� Answer takes advantage of an opportunity to make a couple of points you’ve previously determined you want to make within the interview, namely, your understanding of the impact of quality instruction on behavior, and your understanding of Bloom’s Taxonomy.


� Ideas are linked with transitions.


� Subtly focuses attention on the fact that you have experience and know what you’re talking about, i.e. that you’re a professional.


� Demonstrates your positive focus as a teacher and gives specific examples. If there’s time, include more specific examples to show the depth of your classroom management strategies and skills.


� Ideas are still linked with a transition.


� Demonstrates your understanding that maintaining the integrity of the lesson is important. By including three possible actions on your part, you demonstrate your understanding that a single action might not work and that you have a variety of strategies up your sleeve. If there’s time, include more specific examples.


� Summary statement to end your response focused on the most common, day to day type class control issues. This paragraph also suggests you are successful in both creating and delivering quality instruction and in dealing with class control and rarely have more significant problems.


� Keeps the response short so you don’t monopolize the interview while demonstrating your awareness that more severe problems can occur and suggesting you know how to deal with them, too, and are prepared to expand your answer if asked.
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