writing html on a macintosh

Creating an HTML file (Mac)

All HTML files are text files. To create a text file you
need an application that allows you to create plain

text without throwing in a lot of fancy formatting and
special characters. You just need plain, pure text.

We'll use TextEdit on the Mac in this book; however,
if you prefer another text editor, that should work
fine as well. And, if you’re running Windows, you’ll
want to skip ahead a couple of pages to the Windows
instructions.

Step one:

Step two:

Step three (optional):

12

Navigate to your Applications folder

The TextEdit application is in the
Applications folder. The easiest way to get
there is to choose “New Finder Window”
from the Finder’s File menu and then look
for the Application directly in your shortcuts.
When you’ve found it, click on Applications.

i

Locate and run TextEdit e
You’ll probably have lots of applications listed F | Heve's TextEdit. ﬂ]

in your applications folder, so scroll down
until you see TextEdit. To run the application,
double click on the TextEdit icon. Your Finder

shorteuts.
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Keep TextEdit in your Dock

If you want to make your life easier, Keap In Dock
click and hold on the TextEdit icon in / Show In Finder
the Dock (this icon appears once the

application is running). When it displays
a popup menu, choose “Keep in Dock.”
That way, the TextEdit icon will always
appear in your Dock and you won’t have

to hunt it down in the Applications folder
every time you need to use it.
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Step four:

Change your TextEdit Preferences
By default, TextEdit isin “rich text”
mode, which means it will add its own
formatting and special characters to
your file when you save it — not what

you want. So, you’ll need to change
your TextEdit Preferences so that
TextEdit saves your work as a pure
text file. To do this, first choose the
“Preferences” menu item from the
TextEdit menu.

Step five:

Set Preferences for Plain text
Once you see the Preferences dialog
box, there are three things you need
to do. L

First, choose “Plain text” as the

default editor mode in the New w

Document tab.
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Second, in the “Open and Save”
tab, make sure that the “Add .txt
extension to plain text files” is
unchecked.

Last, make sure “Ignore rich text
commands in HTML files” is
checked.

That’s it; to close the dialog box
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click on the red button in the top
left corner.

Step six:
Quit and restart

Now quit out of TextEdit by choosing
Quit from the TextEdit menu, and then
restart the application. This time, you’ll
see a window with no fancy text formatting
menus at the top of the window. You’re
now ready to create some HTML.
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menu

his 9one: fha{: means we've
in text mode.
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writing html on windows

Creating an HTML file (Windows)

If you’re reading this page you must be a Windows XP user. If not,
you might want to skip a couple of pages ahead. Or, if you just want to
sit in the back and not ask questions, we’re okay with that too.

To create HTML files in XP we’re going to use Notepad — it ships
with every copy of Windows, the price is right, and it’s easy to use. If
you’ve got your own favorite editor that runs on XP, that’s fine too; just
make sure you can create a plain text file with an “.html” extension.

Assuming you’re using Notepad, here’s how you’re going to create your
first HTML file.

Step one:
Open the Start menu and navigate to Notepad

You’ll find the Notepad application in Accessories. The
easiest way to get there is to click on the “Start” menu,
then on “All Programs”, then “Accessories”. You'll see
Notepad listed there.
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Step two:

Open Notepad B Untitied - Hotepod

Fis Edt Fomal Vew Helb

Once you've located Notepad in the |
Accessories folder, go ahead and click
on it. You’ll see a blank window ready
for you to start typing HTML.

B By Documents
Bu{‘, thommcndcd

Step three (optional):

. . File and Folder Tasks
Don't hide extensions of well
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known file types. i e b
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By default XP’s File Explorer hides the
file extensions of well known file types.
For example, a file named, “Irule.html”
will be shown in the Explorer as “Irule”
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That’s it. Click on the OK button to —
save the preference and you’ll now see

the file extensions in the Explorer.
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editors and
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Dunib Questions

: Why am | using a simple text
editor? Aren’t there powerful tools like
Dreamweaver, FrontPage and GoLive for
creating Web pages?

A: You're reading this book because
you want to understand the true technologies
used for Web pages, right? Now those are all
great tools, but they do a lot of the work for
you, and until you are a master of HTML and
CSS you want to learn this stuff without a big
tool getting in your way.

Once you're a master, however, these tools
do provide some nice features like syntax
checking and previews. At that point,
when you view the “code” window, you'll
understand everything in it, and you'll find
that changes to the raw HTML and CSS are
often a lot faster than going through a user
interface. You'll also find that as standards
change, these tools aren’t always updated
right away and may not support the most
recent standards until their next release
cycle. Since you'll know how to change the
HTML and CSS without the tool, you'll be
able to keep up with the latest and greatest
all the time.

Q,: | get the editor, but what browser
am | supposed to be using? There are so
many - Internet Explorer, Firefox, Opera,
Safari — what'’s the deal?

A: The simple answer; use whatever
browser you like. HTML and CSS are
industry standards, which means that all
browsers try to support HTML and CSS in
the same way (just make sure you are using
the newest version of the browser for the
best support).

The complex answer: in reality there are
slight differences in the way browsers
handle your pages. If you've got users who
will be accessing your pages in a variety of
browsers, then always test your web page
in several different browsers. Some pages
will look exactly the same; some won't. The
more advanced you become with HTML and
CSS, the more these slight differences may
matter to you, and we'll get into some of
these subtleties throughout the book.

If you're looking for a good browser, give
Mozilla’s Firefox a try; it has very good
HTML and CSS support.

Q} I'm creating these files on my own
computer - how am | going to view these
on the Web/Internet?

A: That's one great thing about HTML:
you can create files and test them on your
own computer and then later publish them
on the Web. Right now we're going to worry
about how to create the files and what goes
in them. We'll come back to getting them on
the Web a bit later.



Meanwhile, back at Starbuzz Coffee...

Okay, now that you know the basics of creating a plain text file, you just
need to get some content into your text editor, save it, and then load it into
your browser.

Start by typing in the beverages straight from the CEO’s napkin; these
beverages are the content for your page. You’ll be adding some HTML
markup to give the content some structure in a bit, but for now, just get the
basic content typed in. While you’re at it, go ahead and add “Starbuzz
Coffee Beverages” at the top of the file.

Tyvc in the 'mACO From
the napkin like this.

\w B Untitled - Hotepad
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Fila Edt Format Wiew Help
Starburz Coffes Deveroges

Houze Elend, £1.49

Mocha Corfe Laotte, £2.35

B a8 Untitled.txt

Starbuzz Coffee Beveroges

House Hlend, $1.49

A zmooth, mild blend of coffess from Mexico, Bolivia and Guatesala.

Mocha Cofe Laotte, $2.36
Espresso, sleumed milk wnd chosolule syrup.

Caoppuccing, $1.09
& mixture of espresso, steamed milk ond foom.

LChat lea, $l.5b
Mae M gpicy drink mode with block tea, spices, milk and honey.

Expressu, sbeumsd milk und chocolule syrup.

A gmooth, mild blend of coffees from Mexico, Bolivia ond Guotemalo.

and honey .

WithWS
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saving your html

Saving your work...

Once you've typed in the beverages from the CEO’s napkin,
you’re going to save your work in a file called “index.html”.
Before you do that, you’ll want to create a folder named
“starbuzz” to hold the site’s files.

To get this all started, choose “Save” from the File menu and
you'll see a “Save As” dialog box. Then, here’s what you need

to do: Windows

\

First, create a "starbuzz" folder

for all your Starbuzz related e 43
files. You can do this with the S [ 3 sinin ¥ oo
New Folder button. )
B Pacet Create 3 nev
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" Hide Extention | New Folder ([ Cancal | (S otherwise No{:c?ad will add a

Ut to your Filename.

Create a new S
folder heve.
Next, click on the newly created
“starbuzz" folder and then enter

“index.html” as the file name and click
on the Save button.
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Opening your Web page
in a browser

Are you ready to open your first Web page? Using your
favorite browser, choose “Open File...” (or “Open...”
using Windows XP and Internet Explorer) from the
File menu and navigate to your “index.html” file. Select
it and click “Open”.
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you are here »
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file, and select it by elicking
on the file icon and then on
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testing your

Taking your page for a
test drive...

Success! You've got the page loaded in
the browser, although the results are

a little... uh... unsatisfying. But that’s

just because all you’ve done so far is go
through the mechanics of creating a page
and viewing it in the browser. And, so

far, you've only typed in the content of the
Web page. That’s where HTML comes
in. HTML gives you a way to tell the
browser about the structure of your page.
What's structure? As you've already seen,
it is a way of marking up your text so
that the browser knows what’s a heading,
what text is in a paragraph, what text is a
subheading, and so on. Once the browser
knows a little about the structure, it can
display your page in a more meaningful
and readable manner.

20
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Startbuss Colfes Beverages House Elesd, 1 49 & smesth, mald blend of esffees ram
Menco, Eclnas and Guatemals Mocha Cafe Latte, 82 3% Espresso, steamed melic and
ehocolaie srup. Cappasinn, §1 89 A musthure of esprenss, desmed mile and Faam
Chae Tea, §1 85 A spety dnnk snde wath black tea, spoces, milt and hosey,

? v

= file

index. kaml

§ifchapter] ntartaes findex htmi

Surburs Coffec Beverapes House Blend, 51.4% A smoot, mild blend of coffees from
Mexhon, Bolivis and Gusserrals. Mochs Cafe Lane, 52 33 Espeessn, steamed milk
and chocalate synep. Cappudcino, 51.89 A minture of cspresss, sicamed milk and
foaen, Chad Tea, $1.55 A spicy drink made with black sea, spices. milk snd hosey.

Depending on your
operating system and browser,
often you can just double-click
the HTML file or drag it on top
of the browser icon to open it.
Much simpler.
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getting to know html

Marlcut Magnets
So, let’s add that structure...

Your job is to add structure to the text from the Starbuzz napkin.
Use the fridge magnets at the bottom of the page to mark up the
text so that you've indicated which parts are headings, subheadings
and paragraph text. We've already done a few to get you started.
You won't need all the magnets below to complete the job; some
will be left over.

@Starbuzz Coffee Beverages

House Blend, $1.49
A smooth, mild blend of coffees from Mexico, Bolivia
and Guatemala.

@ Mocha Cafe Latte, $2.35 @
<p>jEspresso, steamed milk and chocolate syrup.

Cappuccino,

Chai Tea, $1.85
A spicy drink made with black tea, spices, milk and

honey.

$1.89
A mixture of espresso, steamed milk and foam.

Use this magnet
to start a
heading. Use Ehis "‘3‘5"‘)(‘

4o end 3 heading:

‘.

‘ !Ase ‘{')\ls magnc{;

Use this magnet Use U\‘S to end a
W Ch.s maonet toend a maonet to paragraph.
Jozcsigavt ) subheading, start 3
subheading pavagraph-
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your first himl markup

Congratulations,

@ you've just written
your first HTML!

They might have looked like fridge
magnets, but you were really marking up
your text with HTML. Only, as you know,
we usually refer to the magnets as lags.

Check out the markup below and compare it to
your magnets on the previous page.

mavrk
> and </hl> taos to ar
l)r/\(cs;d%n’: cs.<Pd|>Jc,\\mc Lext in be{:wcc-n is
fhe attual content of the heading,

<hl>Starbuzz Coffee Beverages</hl>

<h2>House Blend, $1.49</h2>
<p>A smooth, mild blend of coffees from Mexico,

The <h2> and </h2> tags
90 around a subhcading.
Think of an <h2> hcad'm?
as a subheading of an <hl>
heading

Bolivia and Guatemala.</p>

<h2>Mocha Cafe Latte, $2.35</h2>
<p>Espresso, steamed milk and chocolate syrup.</p>
Z The <p> and </p> {;353

20 around a block of

ext that is 3 para
That tan be onP SV'aPh-

<h2>Cappuccino, $1.89</h2>
<p>A mixture of espresso, steamed milk and foam.</p>

¢ or many
SCh‘l:cnécs.

<h2>Chai Tea, $1.85</h2>
<p>A spicy drink made with black tea, spices, milk
and honey.</p> K

Notice that )

You don't have to ,
‘Eags on the same line Fu": "‘aw"”ﬁ

- You ea "
tontent as You like be{w::n -(;;:c‘::‘l: 3s muth
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getting to know html

Are we there yet?

You have an HTML file with markup — does that make a Web page? Almost.
You've already seen the <html>, <head>, <title>, and <body> tags, and
we just need to add those to make this a first class HTML page...

d> and </ head> taos- T\,«‘/\cb

mat) abouw your c. |
n(:oVFor‘:';w, Lhink about it o head and Yu{: , {;,{.;\c\
to el the inside the head. The title

Fiest, surround your Next add <.\nca.
HTML with <htwl> € head tontains \. \
</wkml> tags. This tells  page, like its title

H : the hcad a\\ows \Io\A ‘{'P
£he browser the tontent Lhis way Jc, he Web page: ally appears at the TP
of the file is HTML- browser things anoch e :SE{Z\\\IC \YvowSCV‘ window-

<html>
<head> The head eonsists of the <head>
<title>Starbuzz Coffee</title> ¢ </head> tags and everything
</head> in between.
<body>

<hl>Starbuzz Coffee Beverages</hl>
<h2>House Blend, $1.49</h2>

<p>A smooth, mild blend of coffees from Mexico,

Bolivia and Guatemala.</p>
The body consists
of the <body>

é </ bod\/> JC&QS
and cvcr\/{hing n
between.

<h2>Mocha Cafe Latte, $2.35</h2>
<p>Espresso, steamed milk and chocolate syrup.</p>

<h2>Cappuccino, $1.89</h2>

<p>A mixture of espresso, steamed milk and foam.</p>

<h2>Chai Tea, $1.85</h2>
<p>A spicy drink made with black tea, spices,
milk and honey.</p>

</body>
</html> T

The body tontains all the content and
structure of your Web page — the parts of
the Web page that You see in Your browser.

Keep your
head and body
separate when
writing HTML.
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another test with

Another test drive...

Go ahead and change your “index.html” file by adding

in the <head>, </head>, <title>, </title>, <body> and
</body> tags. Once you’ve done that, save your changes
and reload the file into your browser.

Notice that the title,
which You specified in
You tan veload the indexhtml file by . the <head> element,
seletting the “Open File’ menu item a9ain, shows up heve.
or by using your browser’s veload button.
a8 ﬁﬁ\/ Starbuzz CoMfe
(4~ L€ 1+ | 2 Mt ichastert sartacaindem it =
Starbuzz Coffee Beverages

Now things look 3 bit better.
The browser has intevpreted House Blend, $1.49
Your taas and tveated 3 .

display Yor the page that is :
not only more shructured but Mocha Cafe Latte, $2.35

also movre vcadablo Espresso, steamed milk and chocolats synap.
\_/ Cappuecino, $1.89

A mixtie cﬂ':apn:m:-. sfearmed milk and foam

Chai Tea, 5185

A smooth, mild blend of coffees from Mexioo, Bolivin and Goatcmaln

A spicy drink made with black tca, spices, malk and honey.
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